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THE PRESIDENT’S
NOTEBOOK

A% 1 write this chapter of the
President's Motebook, we are well
into the NFL plavoffs, So paraphras-
ing one of the more popular
broadcaster’s of the games, “Are
You Ready For Some Good Fun?™ OF
course [ am referring to the upoom-
ing xllith Eeunion of the Sabre Pi-
lots. It may scem a way off to vou,
but the hard working staff in Las
wvegas has been working, negotiat-
ing, and preparing for it for oh so
many months,

[t is going to be as good as any we
have ever held. It may even set a
new mark for camaraderie and fun,
The “Legends In Concert”™ event will
be & special highlight. Jerry Johnson
has done a fantastic job of getting
& special deal on that. He doesn’t
want me (o spill the beans about i,
but he drives a hard bargain. And
we I-86 pilots are going 1o be spe-
cially recognized. You don't want to
mizs ir.

If vou haven't already registered,
why don't vou put down this maga-
zine, dig out the registration form
found either in this issue or the Fall
issue (8-3), fill it out and mail it in
MOW? We'll ry our best 1o
accomodate late registrations, but
those of you who have planned any
group event know how much nicer
it is to receive all the registrations

FOLDED WINGS

in a timely manner. The response
(o our early registration call was
pretty good. But we know there are
a lor more waiting to come in.
Please help Jerry and our staff and
get them in as soon as possible,
And while you're at it, why don't
you contact some of vour old bud-
dies and remind them? If they're
not members, encourage them o
join and attend the reunion. Sev-
eral groups use the F-86 reunion
Lo get together with other old
squadron mates - alwavs a good
iclea.

The Membership Meeting will be
on Thursday, 19 April, at 1030
hours. We will give vou a report
o1 the status of vour organization,
entertiin any ncew business as ap-
propriate, and clect a new slate of
officers. You will recall at the last
reunion that the Board
reccommended & change in the
normal way that we administered
the Association, Becognizing thart
there was much talent throughout
our membership, and in an at-
tempt to broaden the base of lead-
ership whilst relieving some of the
burden on the people in Las Ve-
gas, it was decided to select a Presi-
dent who did not live in Las Vegas.,
[ was greatly honored to be the
person chosen for that position,

Now after two vears we have found
that the svstem works fine, buat it
just makes more sense o have the
President live in the same area

where the rest of the staff is, where
all the records and files are kept,
and where the mail arrives daily.
Those of us who servied in South-
east Asia know that the people who
run the d—n war should be in the
area, not thousands of miles away,
Well this ‘war’ is being run in Las
Wegas, 50 the Board of Directors
has wisely reccommended that we
return to our former practice of se-
lecting a President from the Las Ve-
FAS AT,

This will be my last Fresident’s
Notebook. It has been a high honor
indeed (o serve vou as your Presi-
dent. One of the more gratilving
experiences has been to find thatc
nearly all the correspondence/
communications that [ have re-
ceived has been both positive and
supportive. It just verifies to me
that those of ws that flew the great-
est airplane ever built are the
grearest people in the world. Fi-
nally, let me thank the grear people
in Las Vesas for all that they do
for our association. Without them
this organization could not exist,
I'll see vou at the reunion. And
please make a special effort to
thank all those people who make
the organization run.

Lat The Games Begin!

Glenn L. Nordin
President

Martin J. Bambrick, September 29th, 2000
James D. Burkett, December 9th, 2000
Richard L. Davis, May 9th, 2000

Ralph S. Heard, RCAF, October 8th, 2000
William T. Huen, July 23rd, 2000
George M. Lake, August 4th, 1999
Joseph D Myers, August 21, 2000

Frank W. Sullivan, 2000

POLICY STATEMENT

The F-26 Sabre Pilols Assoctation docs not panricipate o any selictation or endorsemenl aat controlled by, or for the sole benefit of, the
association. Readers are cautloned 1o be wary of any representation in conflict with this policy.
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news from the Chairman

If you haven’t yet made your
reservations for the 13th reunion
of the F-86 Sabre Pllots
Association, 16-20 April 2001,
you're running out of time. Yoiu
might miss another great party.
Your reunion committee has
arranged an affordable package
that yvou can tailor to you specific
wants,

If you haven't been to Vegas since
the last reunion, believe it or not,
it's still growing. Three new Strip
hotels have opened - the Paris,
which has the Eiffel Tower; The
Venetian, with canals and
gondolas; and the all-new
Aladdin, which is built around
the Theater of Performing Arts.
All of these are within walking
distance of our reunion
headquarters at the Monte Carlo.
And all have good restaurants, a
lot of nice shops, and their own
distinctive motifs. There are also
several new golf courses, and
Nellis now has 36 holes, 50 bring
your clubs and sign up for our
tournament.

Registration begins on Monday
this vear because April 15th is
Easter Sunday. [ hope this doesn't
cramp your schedule. It was
difficult to pick another date due
to weather considerations. other
conventions, and room rates,
Flights coming into Las Vegas on
the Monday after Easter, and
leaving the following Friday,
should be readily available,

The registration fee includes a lot
of goodies - plus Brunch on
Tuesday and Thursday. The
Buffet and Banguet will be first
rate. We are doing something new
on Wednesday night. The
producer of the “Legends In
Concert” show at the Imperial
Palace, will have a special
performance dedicated to the F-
86 Sabre Pilots Association. The
price is right and it should be a
lot of fun. Be sure and sign up.

Thursday features a brunch and
the banguet. Following our

banguet dinner, we'll get an Air
Force update by the Nellis
Center Commander. Then we'll
have the lottery drawing for
abour $1200 in prizes. Also,
Ardith Freebairn will have a lot
of prizes for the ladies Treasure
Hunt Raffle.

Bafore [ close, I'd like 1o discuss
another subject that is close to
my metal valve heart. In my
humble opinion, our Sabrejet
Classics magazine is the glue
thar holds our organization
together, We all like to read the
stories in the magazine and
reminisce about when we were
young, dumb, horny, and flying
that sweet little fighter. Larry
Davis, Lon Walter, Dave Menard,
and John Henderson do an
excellent job of editing and
publishing three issues 4 year.
These guys can check the facts
and edit yvour stories. But they
can't write your experiences,
Every one of us has an
interesting tale that would make
good reading. So ger out your
old photo album or box of slides,
pen, paper, and an adult
beverage or (wo, and start
writing. Remember those pre-
dawn, hung over scrambles 1o
intercept a Canberra flying at
50,000 feet? Or during your
after landing check, you
discover that vour seat pins
were already installed! How
about the gun camera film with
the rag and tow ship both in the
same firing frame! We're looking
forward to reading vour stories
= so0n - in Sabre]er Classics,

Finally, if vou can't find your
registration form, or can’t
download it from <5ABRE-
PILOTS.ORG=, call me at
(T021458-7863, and I'll mail you
one.

See you in Vegas!!!

Jerry Johnson
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Ietters to the editor

Several stories in the past few issues have
generated a lot of response from the
readers, Much of this has centered around
the “Three Sabres Down™ article, which,
it was thought, was the warst Sabre
accident in history. That proved to be

. incorret as told by Reg Adams in the last
issue, The following notes-have been
received regarding large numbers of
Sabres involved in accidents.

The reason [ am writing is to comment on
Lon Walter's article, “Three Sabres Down!,
in which he states he knows of no other
incident in which more than three Sabres
were lost in a single accident.

In June 1953, our squadron, the 45th FIS,
left Suffolk County AFB for Sidi Slimane,
arriving about 30 days later, Immediately
behind us was the 357th FIS, arriving at
Nouasseur AB, French Morroco, a few days
after the 45th.

Sometime in 1954 ([ don't recall the exact
date), the 357th had a flight of four up
on a night training mission in a close
formation. Evidently the flight leader
misread his altimeter and all four went
practically straight in near the base. [ don't
know what the accident investigation
board ruled. Sadly, the 357th had lost two
others in a mid-air collision during their
letdown into Bluie West 1.

Arch K. ‘Jake’ Jacohson

I was with the 94th FIS at George AFE in
November 1954, We were the first
squadron to fly the F-86D operationally.

We were involved in an operational alert
out aver the Pacific on the night of the
23rd. Instead of returning to Gearge, we
were vectored to Oxnard AFB for refueling.
It gave their crews experience in servicing
the F-86D since their squadron was
equipped with F-94s. After refueling and
having some food, we were directed 1o
return to Home Plate.

Since Air Force had a requirement for
Night Formation flying, the three of us
briefed on flying back in formation to
fulfill that requirement. We didn't take off
in formation, but planned a ]ninau? inour
swing around east toward Victorville, I was
leading the formation. The #2 man slid
into formation OK, but #3 had problems
on join-up.

#3s problems were probably because after
we departed from Oxnard, there were no
lights on the ground, and no moonlight
at all. And when we got out over the
desert, it was ‘blacker than the inside of a
<cow’! On the radio we agreed that it wasn't
a problem. We'd proceed to George with
#1 in formation, and #3 following along,
Aswe approached Victorville, #3 made his
move to slide into position in echelon,
That’s when all hell broke loose.

As 73 slid into position, he wondered why

#2 suddenly made a hard turn INTO HIM!
{Actually we were descending straight
ahead. But in 235 head he thought the
formation he was joining was in a 300 bank
away from him.) #3 slid into the radar dome
and flamed out #2. Then his left wing broke
off my right wing, which in turn ook off
gan of my rail and saved my life. 1 instantly

lew the canopy and started squeezing the
trigger 10 eject. Bug the seat wouldn't go.
And [ knew we were only at about 2300 feer,

The impact that broke off my wing had
knocked the nose up in the air, slightly
nose-high. So as the good wing flew around
the aircraft, ] was first positive G force, then
negative G force. After several trigger pulls
and still KO EJECT, | slapped open my
seatbelt. As the negative G force came, |
thraw my arms up in front of me was thrown
out of the airplane. | jerked the D-ring. |
must have been going about 250 knots
because It really slammed me into the
harness.

#2"s engine was flamed out and mayvbe he
was injured as he also did not use his seat.
#2 was killed hecavae when he tried to go
over the side of the airplane and the tail
clipped his head. #3 threw up in his mask
on impact, and in his confusion, blew off
the canopy and THOUGHT he had ejected,
s0 he opened his chuge, He landed near
where | had landed. They found that his
seat had also not fired out. All three seats
didn't work, and the two of us that got out
did so because our air frames were all
broken up.

Karl Fechner

Re: “The First and the Last™ - The 81st Wing
Deployment to the UK in 1951

T'was based at RAF West Raynham, home of
the BAF Central Fighter Establishment, then
the center of RAF fighter development and
tactics. 1 had been assigned to the 1st
Fighter Group when we traded our E-808s
for brand new F-86A Sabres. | was
priviledged to check out in one of the first
tour F-86As to arrive at March AFB, on 17
February 1949, flying #=7-627

In 1950, the USAF provided the RAF with
two F-86As for tactical evaluation, The two
loaned F-86As were shipped to Burtonwood
and made ready for flight. 1 had the good
fortune 1o deliver one of the two Sabres 10
West Ravhnam. That date was 1=+ October
1950, and the tail number was 48-279, The
second aircraft was collected by, if my
memory holds up, Capt. V. Henderson,
a USAF J’"M on exchange with the
RAF, and also an ex-1st FG pilot, His
airplane was 48-296,

On arrival at West Rayhnam, | was given
permission to demonstrate 1o best effect,
the F-86 over the field. Most of the base
personnel came out on the ramp to waich
and look over the Sabre after engine shut-
down. The tactical trials took several
months 1o complete and | checked out
several RAF pilots at the same time, My part
in the wial was minimal for the somewhat
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pecultar rationale that as an experienced
F-86 pilot, “I could be prejudiced!”

On departure, the two Sabres went to
either Boscombe Down or Farnsborough
for further evaluation. The 81st Fighter
Group arrived in August 1951, some ten
months after the first F-86 arrived at RAE
West Ravhnam. This fact would relagate
Col. Garrigan somewhat down the list as
the “first Sabre to land in the UK

AVM William Harbison

This last letter is in regards to
the *What Is It?" Sabre alppearfng
on the back cover of vol 8-3. The
F-86F alrcraft had what appeared
to be rocker pods in place of the
normal .50 caliber machine guns.

| can’t give you any information on the
test program or the results. [ do know
that there were two of these aircraft
built. [ believe it was 1956 that Ken
Coffee and | went to North American in
LA and picked up the two aircraft. We
were assigned to the 6522nd Test
fﬂndmn at L.G. Hanscom Field, Bedford,

On the return flight 1o Hanscom, we had
to stop at Hamilton AFB to get my radio
compass repaired. That's when we found
out about the additional length of the
airplanes, They were 10 or 11 inches
longer than a normal F-86F. When the
mechanics took off the access panel to
get at the radio compass equipment, it
wasn’t located in the right position.
Changing out the eguipment was a real
bear, But the airplane cruised a bit faster
because of the extra length.

The rocket pods were completely
retractible, and could be extended in
flight using a switch on the armament
panel. In a rat race, when vou wanted to
slow down, yvou would usually pop the
speed brakes. Or vou could pop the pods
out also. This really slowed the hird
down. The armament was a special 1.5°
air to air rocket and not the 21.75s
referred to. Looking closely, it looks as
though each side pod holds about 53
rochers.

We used the alrcraft as a normal alr
frame for whatever tests and proficiency
flying we did at the time. [ don't recall
how long we kept the birds at Hanscom
or what their final disposition was.

Arthur McNay




Sabres Over Korea. A pabr of bomb-laden F-B6Fs from ho. 2 Squadrom, SAAE, B off froa K-55 0 1953, No. 2 Squadron converted from F-510% 1o F-

KOREA
THE FORGOTTEN WAR NO MORE

B&F Gghter bombers with the 1Bth FBG in Jameary 1953,

Korea, the Land of the Morning Calm. But in the
early morning hours of a sunny Sunday in June
1950, that calm was shattered by the crash of artil-
lery shells and the clanking of tank tracks. All-out
war had come to the slender peninsula jutting out
from the Asian mainland just east of China. Three
vears and one month later, the fighting would cease.
But in those three vears of war, as many US person-
nel would be killed in action as in the eleven years
of war in Vietnam,.

Korea has long been known as the most conguered
narion on earth. From rthe Mongols of Kublai Khan
to the Japanese at the turn of the century, Korea
has almost never been Korean, The reason was
simple, the Korean people were a peace-loving na-
tlon with no ambitions other than to be left alone,
which they rarely were.

After the end of World War Two, Korea was ‘tempo-
rarily' occupied by Allied forces - Soviet forces in
the north, US in the south. Geographically and po-
litically, Korea was divided along the 38th Parallel.
The north was a rugged mountainous terrain, with
heavy industry. The south, with its flar lands and
rolling hills, was primarily agricultural in nature.
The north, being occupied by Soviet forces after the
war, had a toralitarian, communist government.
While the south, being under the influence of Ameri-
can forces, was close to a democratic natiomn.

The Cold War had already begun, and confronta-
tions berween the Communists and the US had al-
ready made headlines, But cooler heads always pre-
vailed and the world had averted war more than
once since the end of World War Two. Both sides
wanted ro unify Korea, bul under far different types
of government. The Communists wanted to extend
the Bamboo Curtain to the tip of the Korean penin-
sula; while the United Nations wanted to give Korea

back to its people under its own government.

On 25 June 1950, the Cold War went *hot” when
North Korean forces equipped with Soviet tanks and
trained by Soviet military men, sought to reunify
Korea by force. The South Korean military, which
was little more than a “police force” equipped with
small arms, was quickly overun, and fell back in
full retreat down the peninsula. The only Ameri-
can forces in Korea were advisors to the Korean
military.

President Truman quickly organized an airlift to
remove all American personnel not vital to the mili-
tary mission. He ordered the Far East Air Forces
into action, initially to cover the evactuation ports
at Kimpo AB and Inchon Harbor, then went to the
United Nations to seek help with countering the at-
tack. For some reason, the Soviets did not attend
the Security Council meeting on Korea and Presi-
dent Truman's plea for UN assistance was unani-
mously accepted, A full UN military response Was
ordered.

A o af 19th BG E-2% Superforiresses over Lhe Saow covered moun-
tzins of Morth Eorez during the winter of 19500 B-295 from six bomb
groups were wied fof strateplc attack and long range recon missons.
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Map of Korea and UN alr bases

But the nearest forces were the US occupational
forces in Japan, which had been significantly re-
duced in the five years since the end of World War
Two. Congress had been cutting back all the mili-
tary budgets, leaving little money for the training
and re-arming of stateside troops, much less those
on occupational duty in Japan. Because of that, the
first US forces were rushed to Korea piecemeal, with
very little equipment, and nothing to stop the North
Korean juggernaut led by Soviet T-34 tanks.

Little by little, and day after day, the small Ameri-
can forces were being chopped up along the roads
in South Korea. American air power from land bases
in Japan and aircraft carriers in the Yellow Sea,
swept the skies clear over the entire peninsula. But
the American ground forces kept falling back until
thev were surrounded in & small corner of south-
castern Korea. But it was here that the Americans
and South Koreans held their ground.

With the UN forces holding on by their teeth inside
the Pusan Perimeter, General Douglas MacArthur
called for a brilliant, but very bold and dangerous,
invasion at Inchon. Within days, the South Korean
capital of Seoul was recaptured and North Korean
forces that had been on the offensive for three
moniths, were in full retreat. 1t was now time 1o unify
Korea under the UN flag.

The invasion forces joined with the forces that had
broken out of the Pusan Perimeter, and crossed the
38th Parallel heading north. Their destination was
the Yalu River border between Korea and Manchu-
ria. The MNorth Korean forces fell back in full re-
treat. By late October 1950, the North Korean capi-
tal of Pvongyang was in UN control. Some US Army
troops were already looking across the Yalu at
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Manpojin. Then suddenly, everything went south.

Throughout early October, UN troops had been en-
countering some strange soldiers in the march
north, They were dressed differently, were armed
differently, and spoke a strange dialect. These sol-
diers were Chinese, Red Chinese. Red China had
been warning that they would enter the war in Ko-
rea if UN forces attempted to occupy North Korea,
The threat became a reality when bugles suddenly
broke the calm of the cold Korean night, and hun-
dreds of thousands of Red Chinese troops swarmed
out of the hills and attacked the unsuspecting UM
forces.

UM ground forces were guickly overwhelmed, Many
went into & retreat that was chaotic to say the least.
The First Marine Division was completely sur-
rounded along the west side of the Chosin Reser-
voir, and had to fight their way to freedom some
40 miles away. But fight they did, bringing all their
wounded and dead out with them. But the Red Chi-
nese were advancing all along the front, retaking
Pvongyang and Seoul before finally being slowed
and stopped south of Suwon.

The air war had also taken a sudden change in
course. 5th AF F-80 Shooting Stars had kept the skies
clear of North Korean fighters and bombers from
the first davs of the war. In early November 1950,
several 3th AF flights had encountered a new swept
wing jet fighter in the skies over northwest Korea -
the Mig-15. The MiG-15 was some 75 mph faster
than anything in the theater, and quickly took con-
trol of the skies. For the first time since early World
War Two, Us forces did not have alr superiority over
a bartlefield!

Buat thart would change in mid-December 1950 with
the introduction of the F-26 Sabre into the conflict.
With the Migs controlling the skies, the Defense De-
partment ordered the 4th Fighter Intercepror Wing

il-r} 2Le Lyn Clark, Capt. Robert Seott, Capt. Bar Thomas, and Maj,
1B Fishbuen walk away from their 49th FRG F-B0Cs a1 K-2 in May
1251, The Shooling Star was the primary fighter bomber flovn during
the early stages of the Korean War,




A QEth BG armorer is asslsted by 3 Japanese civilian in preparing 1000=
bombs for loading aboard “All Shook™ a0 Yoketa AR, Japan in Sepicmber
1952, The MG threar forced FEAF 1o abandon daylight bombing tn Oc-
tober 1451,

An F-S0C from the 9th FBS carries a paic of 1000# bombs as the pilog tadis
for takeaff ar K-Z. The F-80Cs New all the interdiction missions until se-
placed by F-84 Thunderjet and F-86F fighicr bombers.

RORAF F-51D Mustangs cover the mowntalns near the Main Line of Resis-
lance in 1951, Trained by Col. Dean Hess' BOUT ONE pilots, the ROMAT
Mustangs Mew ground support of UK troops engaged in combal along the
MLE,

An F-31D0 Lrom the 391h FBS splashes theoogh the puddles ar K27 ia
September 1951, Bocket and bamb carmving Mustangs few both ground
suppor and KesCAP missions dorlng the war.

to take their F-86A Sabres to Korea and regain air
superiority. The first mission was flown on the mormn-
ing of 17 december 1950, No MiGs were encoun-
tered. But on the second mission, LiCol Bruce Hinton
shot down the first MiG-15 that would fall to the
guns of 5th AF Sabres in Korea. Ajr superiority would
never again be lost over Korea, although the Migs
did make it interesting for the next 2 1/2 vears.

During that time, the ground war would move up
and down central Korea along the 38th Parallel, By
1952, the ground war had stabilzed into a conflict
that looked more like World War One than a mod-
¢, mechanized conflict such as had been seen just
seven vears earlier in Europe and the Pacific. Both
sides settled into trenches and bunkers dug deep
into the hillsides, exchanging artillery fire over the
next vear and a half. Each side would attempt to
take a more advantageous hill across the valley. If
successiul, the other side would immediately launch
i counter-attack to retake whar they had just lost,
As in World War One, this type of warfare was very
costly in terms of lives lost, Even as the peace talks
wire ongoing at Kaesong and Panmunjom, the gen-
erals kept ordering the hills to be taken and retaken
to have another bargaining *chit’ at the peace tahle.

In the skies, it was a slaughter. Even with the advan-
tage of being able to attack when they wanted from
a safe haven across the Yalu, and being able to with-
draw to safety whenever they wanted back across
the Yalu, the Mig forces were decimarted. It is now
admitted by the Russians that Soviet Afr Force pi-
lots were flving against the Americans beginning in
MNovember 1930. Initially, the Sovier pilots were
thrown into the fray to wrestle air superiority away
from 5th AF. When they couldn't accomplish this
an their own, they began training both Red Chinese
and North Korean pilots how to fly and fight with
the Mig-15.



VL Casey Camercn foads the cip into his 25 aumomat!c prier o 2n-
other Mosguile rission from K-47 in 19533, The LT-00 Texan was 2
purposs-built aircraft for the Mosguite mission in Rores,

By early 1953, they had trained enough Chinese
and Morth Korean pilots that many of the Soviet
pilots were withdrawn. But not before losing a great
number of experienced pilots. By their own admis-
ston, the Soviets lost four Sovie-piloted MiGs o
every F-86 shot down. Their archives also note that
Chinese Migs went down at a ratio of almost 8-1.
Mo figures have come out regarding North Korean
MiG losses.

It has always been a thorn in the side of many non-
American historians thar the 5th AF pilots were cred-
ited wirh a 10-1 kill ratio over the BMig-15s5 in ko-
rea. But the real number is actually closer to the
legendary "14-1" ratio reported by 5th AF commu-
nigue on 29 July 1953. That total was based on
820 Migs going down, as opposed to a loss of only
58 [-86 aircraft in air to air combat. S5th AF revised
thar count in late 1933 1o 792 Migs shot down for a
loss of 78 F-86 Sabres, revealing the ‘official’ ratio
af 10-1. However, with Soviet archives material ad-
missions of 2-1 in Soviet MiGs, and 8-1 in Chinese
Migs, the legendary 14-1 ratio seems closer to the
truth. Does it really matter? 14-1, 10-1, even the
revisionist historian claims of 7-1 and 4-1; it was
grill a slaughter.

Fut on the ground, the battles for the hills took a
tremendous 1oll in lives, Fewin the media note that
in the three years and one month of the Korcan
War, 54,246 US personnel were killed in action, Over
100,000 South Korean and UN troops also were
killed. Losses 1o the Bed Chinese and Morth Eorean
armies are estimared to be over three million men.
And that doesn't count a single civilian casualty, of
which there were millions.

Adr Force pliots from the Mosquite squadron weere wsed as graund
forward air controliers with these radio jeeps. The ground confroller
contld contact ¢ither a Meaguito or ane of the roving Tfighter bomber
flights thar were in the area.

The fighter bamber misiion wias qulite hazardous even without the
MG menace. This F84E Mmomthe 13600 F55, caught fine aller an enwes-
genucy lanmding ar K-1,

“Mosguito bite' ™ Capr. Tony Katauski shaws Capr. Gearge Alken when:
a MG 2 3mim cannon shell strack his 1500 TRS RF-806 in August 1852,




F3F-1 Panthers from VF-TEL launch from USS Bon Homme Richaed £n November 1951 The primary Navy jet airerafl in Korea was the FO9F-2 Panther,
for both the interdiciion pole and ground support of UN troops in caontzct, and flying from land bases and the aircraft carriers that roamed up and

down both Koredn ooasis.

And the result? Korea today is basically the same
as it was in June 1950, roughly divided glong the
38th Parallel, with a communist North and a demo-
cratic South. The trenches are still there and still
filled with troops, including thousands of Ameri-
cans. Each side takes turns probing the others de-
fenses just to see if thev can. Every 105 President

A [Light al 39th FIS F-B0F bank away toward the Yalu Biver and the
BliGs thar could be waiting there. As soon as the MiGs seere sighted,
the Sabre pilats would *Dirop tanks!™ and eagage the epomy alreraft,

since Harry Truman has attempted to moderate a
peace of some tvpe for the Korean peninsula, All
have failed. And on both sides of the barbed wire
that cTiss-crosses the DM, men watch the other side
through binoculars, with one finger on a trigger.
Only today, that trigger is a nuclear one, Let us pray
that no one gers an itch.

A 15th TRS pllot prepares to board his RF-80A ar K-14 in 1951,
The RF-80A was Lhe main reconnaisance aircraft fovwn fer any

mission into Korth Korea even after the introdoction of the BF-86
Sabre.




HOT PURSUIT

by Paul Kauttu

This is a story about killing MiGs on “the other side of
the river’. The motivation to cross the Yalu looking for
a fight wasn't Lo keep the MIGs from “being there the
next day”™. 1t was simply 1o put another *W* in the win
column - 3 victory. Fightler pilots somehow are able to
divest themselves of the horrer of war, becoming to-
tally immersced in achieving credibility chrough thelr
tkills with an ailrplane. There is oo thought of taking
an enemy pilot's life, If you shoot him down once, let
him rise o challenge you again. Chanced apre vou will
win again. The exact same rationale is offered concern-
ing any so-called threat of the Migs being there the
next day. Lel them be there, the more the merrier. 5o
some of the guys [lew across the river in *hot pursait”.
Mavbe, and maybe not! Either way, they were playing
aul the role of a well trained, very agpressive fighter
pilof. Even mce.

There are two Chinese airfields on “the other side’ of
the Yalu Biver. The airspace abowve them was, of course,
off limits during the Korcan War. In ‘hot pursuit’, many
Sabres strayed across this line of demarcation. 1 was
involved in one such incident. My first encounter with
the MiGs was within a few miles of Sinuiju. They had
just taken off, turned south across the Suiho Reser-
voir, punched off thelr tanks, and begun their climb to
altitude, We hit them from out of the sun, catching
them completely by surprise. My claim for a kill was
downgraded because the fllm showed inconclusive re-
sults, and the other members of the fight were also
unable to add confirmation. That was mission number
one - almost across the river, but ool quite. A long time
later, in the same locale, another engagement look
place.

7 September 1952, towards the end of my tour; | was
leading Tiger Flight, Bill Powers was #3, the element
leader, Two vounger pilots were flying wing, We were
in & Muid four formation at about 40,000 feet, swing-
ing westward on what would have been our last look at
Antung and Sinuiju before returning to K-13, Suwon
By The Sea. My 24 had already called ‘Bingo’, signify-
ing that his tanks had about 700 Ths left, enough to fly
the retern route of 250 miles and stfll have a couple
hundred pounds left for the traffic pattern. Fully in-
tending to RTE, | scanned the airfield across the Yalu
ome 1asL Lime.

From the east, six MiG-15s flying in trail formation were
approaching Antung at about 1300 fect | called, “Ti-
ger 2 & 4, head on back. Bill, follow me.” We chopped
the throttles to idle and rapidly descended toward the
airfield. My tactics became evident as | watched the
MiGs approach the pitch, They were of varied paint
schemes, as though they had been on an operational
test and evaluation of the different colors, The MiG
leader was bright polished aluminum, #2 was camou-
flaged like a lizard, #3 was robin’s egg blue. #4 and 5
were olive green, while #6 was a dark forest green,

MIG #6 seemed like a good choice. He not only was the
pasiost to keep in sight - dark green against the light
brown hue of the rice fields - but he would be the last
to pitch out. As an element, we closed within firing
range just as #6 lowered his gear and began turming
for final. 1 opened fire and continued to close Lo point
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1l-7) Lts Charles Gabriel and Paul Kautiu were assigned 1o the 16t F
at k=13 during 1952.

blank range, with an overtake of probably a couple
hundred knots. MiG 26 went out of control just as Bill
called, “Break right!”, and at the same instant 1 heard,
then saw the 37mm cannon of another MiG pounding
at my & o'clock! Pom! Pom! Pom! His range was no more
than 30 feet. But somehow the guy missed me clean. I
broke hard, narrowly missing the lizard (22 MiG) as
he touched down, then 1 flew but a scant few feet over
the top of the silver leader.

Across the taxiway and down the ramp toward a revet-
ment complex full of MiGs [ roared, looking almost level
into the eyes of a ground crewman who was riding a
tug towing a MIG minus its aft section. *You Ok, Bill?",
I asked. “Ropger that, ‘cept low on fuel.” “Me too, Let's
per out of here.” “Rog.”

Bill and | had become separated during the exctement
and had to proceed home singly. To have attempted a
rendezvous in that hostile airspace was out of the ques-
tion, not to mention the need to conserve every last
drop of JP-4 for the landing, Bill put down at K-14 on
fumes,

As | accelerated across the rice paddies on the west

161 FIS scorcboard at K-13. Awthor Kauliu's name appears in the
11th spoL.




Li. Paul Eiutiu raxiis w0 the active runway al K-13. He s Myving his
repularily assigned aircralt which bore the name of his wife *"Gloriz
Berth™. Kaullo scormed a total of 2 172 victores in Konea.

side of Antung, heading for the sanctuary of the Tel-
low Sea, two MIGs rolled in from a perch position as
though to initiate & pursuit curve. When they made
their reversal, bringing them into lethal range, the MiG
leader suddenly {and unexpectedly wo me) broke off
their attack. They chandelled back toward the MiG field,
probably also low on fuel,

My fuel tank registered something over 200 pounds,
mavbe closer ta 30H), T was on the deck doing about
450 knots, and approaching the mud [lats at the Yalu
River estuary, A bailout over water seemed imminent,
especially if 1 was attacked by more MiGs. My throttle
was cobbed as 1 turned south along the coast. and
“Gloria Beth” (the name of my F-86) clawed for ali-
tude. No tanks, oo ammo, not much gas left. Only a
150 pound jock with a parachute, belmet, 45 anto-
matic and a hunting knife - haedly more than "Glaria
Beth's’ gross weight EMPTY!

Cold air, a favorable wind, and a humming 147 took us
1o over 20,000 feet a5 we passed Cheju-Do. The [uel
gaupe registercd empty. | stop-cocked the throttle,

Another member of the F-86 Mlots Assaciation that MNew with Paul
kauttu was Cecll Foster | 16t FIS), whio ended the wir 2% an ace with &
victaries,

decelerated to 130 knots, and began a descent, hoping
to glide across the DME, then eject into friendly hands.
The clean and very light 3abre did more than that, She
coasted to K-14 at 8,000 feet, more than enough to
continue on to my home plate at K-13.

AL 1000 feet and about a mile out, | airstaried the en-
gine, which provided both warm air to clear the fogged
upwindscreen, and a solid 3000 psi to power the flight
controls. Cleared by the tower for an emergency,
straight in landing, T lowered the gear and flaps and
touched down. On the roll-out, the engine began surg-
ing and I shut it down. Ground crews towed “Gloria
Beth" and me back to the 16th Squadron revetment
ared.

The MiG kill was confirmed by siphtings from other
pilots who reported 2 crashed MiG just short of the
cast end of the Antung main rmenway, It was obvious to
me, that | too would have bought the farm in the same
spot had it not been for Bill's timely call 1o “Break
right!". We therefore, shared the victory, 1 got the MG,
but Bill earned his share by saving my life.

The maln street of Kinspo village in 1952,




Korea (upper left) Rice paddies were evervwhere in
Korea, including these that were photographed near
Seoul. (upper right) A destroved Morth korean T-34
tank sits outside the Suwon City gate following the
Chinese retreat from the town in early 1951, (center
top) 5th Air Force Headquarters was in Seoul in August

1951, {center middle} Papa-san and the honey wagon
ont the streets of Kimpo village in 1953, {lower right)
Seoul 1931, {lower left) The destroved remains of the
Jo Hung Bank building in Seoul during August 1951,
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APO-9T0, Bimpo AB (K-14) (upper left) The Kimpo
Alrport terminal building was destroyed many times
over the course of the ficst year of conflict. (upper
right) The Mess Officer at Suwon took the Life Maga-
gine description of his food very hard. The dth FIG
moved from Kimpo to Suwon in Febraary 1951, then
back 1o Kimpo In August. (center left) Sunset over
the *Witch's Tit™ at B-14 in 1951, It was a known fact
that "If you could see the ‘Tit" in the morning, you
were [ving!™ (bottom left) Enlisted mens tents ar K-
I4in 1952, (bottom) The 335th FIS alert shack at k-
I4in 1952, (bottom right) Betty Hutton brought her
troupe to K-14 in 1952 and delighted the troops.
(Page 15, upper left) The main gate at Kimpo in 1953,
[upper right) The 41h FIG scoreboard that was posted
in front of Combat Opeeations in 1953, (center left)
A 336ch FIS pilot under the torii that led to 336th
Operations in 1933, The reverse side said “MiG Alley
= 200 Miles” (center right) The Officers Club and out-
door theater at K-14 in 1952, (bottom left) LtCal
Ralph Keyes, 336th FIS, outside of *Swig Alley™, the
(Mticers Mess at B-14 in 1953, (bottom right) Boy-
san and Pup-san at K-14 In 1953, (bottom corner)
The Radar Hill complex at K-14 in 1953,
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(top) Korean laborers sweep the ramp at K-14
in 1951 prior to the leagthening of the main
runway. (bottom) Tom Lowery under the 335th
FIS scoreboard in 1953, (left center) MSgt O.C.
Wilkinson, NCOIC of the 4th FIG, on his bleycle
outside Base Operations at K-14 in 1933, (left
bottom) Inside the Kimpo Officers Club in 1952,
(left bottom) The first and last sight for many
of the personnel in Korea was the Seoul City
AB passenger gate.




THREFE’S COMPANY

The Last Checklist Item
by ‘Red Face’ Broussard

This is mor exactly a fying story. Hue i is abowr B84 pilors,
comcerms an incident which some might censider distasteful. For
thelr sake, the awthor has endeavored to relate it in langusge
apperoaperiate Doy this srogus! pohifeation, by chance, the reader
finds the stery inappropriate, and would [ke to lodge 2 complaine,
be advised thar the author's name is a ‘nom de plume’ - bur a
Fittirg ane for g crfun boy from a [de South Douisiana town,
whose arcestars really were pamed 'Sroussard”.

K-13, Suwon, Korea, Spring 1951. It doesn’t take an
pxperienced fighter pilot to understand the
importance of not suffering gastrointestinal pains
or full bladder agony while piloting a single seat
fighter on a combat mission. In case the latter
ocours, there is always the recourse of the ‘relief
tube’. But using this instrument during a fight is,
for all practical purposes, impossible. Bur for the
former, which is always exacerbated by the lowered
air pressure of high altitude flving, there is no clean
cut option.

In the Air Force of today, alrcrews are provided high
protien, ‘Tow residue’ meals prior (o a mission. But
in Korea during 1951, the standard menu for
breakfast, lunch, and dinner, consisted of Spam,
reconstitured powdered potatoes, powdered eggs.
powdered milk, and possibly a canned entre from
a K ration. Gastrointestinal distress was predictable
following such a sumptuous repast. For this reason,
one of the last items on a fighter pilot's personal
checklist before a mission, was a visit to a ‘facility’,
aka latrine, head, outhouse, chicksales, privy, etc..

Being a child of the depression, and having spent
several vears living in 4 house with no modern
plumbing, [ was no stranger to such a facilicy, My
memories of cold winters and hot summers in
Louisiana, always included trips to the ‘faciliny’. By
1951, the state of the art in ‘facility’ design and
construction had not advanced one iofa as faras |
couald rell when | viewed the one near our squadron
tent ared at K-13. Itwas & three-holer within & small
wooden structure. Since the term ‘hole' may upset
some readers, [ shall henceforth use the term
‘position’ as a synonym. The 'facility’ was always
smelly to the extreme, dark, hot during the summer
and very cold in the winter - and inhabited with
hundreds of flies. Yet, thera was no alternative when
one sought relief.

[ should add that whoever designed the flying suit
never conducted field tests in a *faciliny’. To this
dav, the fundamental problem is that there is no
“trap door’, such as is found in many styles of long
johns, The result is that in order to use the facility,
the wearer must virtually disrobe, and secure the
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Mying suit somewhere around his knees o prevent
it from contacting the filthy floor. Mot an easy
task at any time. And made significantly more
difficult just prior to a mission when the pockets
are loaded with a wide variety of emergency items,
like spare ammunition, matches, knife, flashlight,
rations, survival radio, etc.. (This was before the
invention of the survival vest.)

So it was that [ found myself, 2 second lisutenant
with a handful of missions and a greasy breakfast
under my belt, And only a scant few minutes
between the end of the briefing and “Start
engines” time for a mission to the Yalu River. [t
was now time for the last item on my personal
checkpist. An onerous job, but essentlal to my
comfort on the mission [ was about to fly.

As T approached the ‘facility”, [ could detact the
unmistakeable odor, and began dreading the
gymnastics that [ knew [ had to perform. Opening
the door, | peered into the darkness. The light
trom the open door revealed two other pilots with
their flying suits secured around thelr knees - also
accomplishing the last checklist item, One of them
accupied position #1, while the other had 3. 1
recognized them immediately. #1 was the group
commander, a full colonel with 24 kills in Waorld
War II. #3 was the deputy group commander, a
licutenant colonel with 18.5 kills in World War 1.

I was in awe of both officers, who [ now observed
under rather delicate circumstances, [ considerad
whether or not [ should salute them. Thinking it
would be presumptuous of me to occupy the #2
position, while they were on cither side, T began
to close the door and back away, sayving, “0Oh,
exruse me!” They shouted, *Come in here. You
don't have much time before ‘start engines’.” So [
did. And [ suddenly found myself with no feeling
of urgency (if vou catch my drift), but I took my
place ar #2 position. In short order, the two aces
completed their ‘checklist” and departed. My
urgency suddenly returned, and I too, finished
my checklist.

It was about as close to these two famous men as
I ever got, Years later, when the colonel was
wearing four stars and had become TUSAF Vice
Chief of Staff, I sometimes recalled the
accomodations we had once shared. [t was a rite
of passage, [ guess, and | never again had a
problem with that 1ast checklist item.

{Editors note: In reality, Red Face Broussard is
none other than our Associate Editor, Lon
Walter - 2 genulne Cajun, who notes that

“No Photos Are Avallablel)



THE ENGAGEMENT

by Reg Adams

[t was a beawtiful flying day in Korea with unlimited
visibility as the 39th Squadron launched a full blown
Yalu Sweep in June 1953, No less than forty-cight
Sabres from the 16th, 25th, and 39th Sguadrons
were lined up on the runway at K-13 (Suwon) in
central South Borea, The air to ground bovs across
the field (the 8th FEW) were scheduled to launch
soom afterward.

Leading my flight was Colonel {later General) George
“Shakey” Ruddell, 39th Fighter Squadron
commander. [ was flving number £ as wing man to
Lt. Wade “Killer™ Kilbride. We were ‘Cobra Flight',
which coincidently was also the emblem of the 39th
Squadron. Flying with the sguadron commander
was nor exactly every pilot’s dream, because he was
always the most demanding. We also suspected that
the engine in his F-86 was a little “souped up’, so to
speak. The only setting that Col. Ruddell knew on
the throttle was full forward from takeoff to landing.

Dur mission was to intercept any Mibs attempting
o cross the Yalu River and attack the F-84 and F-
86F fighter bombers that were working rargets in
Notth Korea. Soon after arriving at our patrol station
on the Yalu River, we spotted six MiGs in formation
attempting to slip into North Korea at low altitude,
Col, Ruddell immediately began a dive which put
us right on top of and directly behind the MiG
formation, i.e. the perfect ‘bounce’ from & o'clock
high.

The Colonel and his wing man took on the MG
leader. Kilbride set his sights on the leader of the
second element. The other two MiGs broke their
formation and disappeared for the moment. Though
we lost sight of Ruddell, he eventually shot down
the MiG that he had engaged. He was already an
ace and this was his eighth victory of the war.

Kilbride, my leader, engaged his Mig in a tight turn,
firing continuously and scoring numerous hits on
the Russian fighter. ' attempted to stay on his wing,
protecting his tail and watching the MiG Wade had
staked opur. Thank God for the ‘G" suit, because |
was holding a constant ‘4 Gs' trving to stay with
Wade and the MiG in the turns. In the course of all
this action, the encmy wingman appearcd on my
left side attempting to get into a firing position on
Kilbride, As the MiG pulled up on my left, | held my
‘G forces untl 1 felt that it was time for me to do
something to prevent his firing on Wade.

[ relaxed just enough stick pressure o put me in
position to fire, My .50 caliber tracers laced through
, the canopy of the MiG, which immediately did a
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Epilogue: Sabre pizol, LiCol, Reginald W, Adams felded his wings on
31 July 20430, His story, “The Engagement” wis provided to Sabrejet
[Classics by his wile Daorothy.

lazy roll and headed for the ground, In spite of my
gun camera film confirming this part of the action,
[ didn't see any type of explosion. | suspect that my
bullets may have killed the MiG pilot, as my tracers
penetrated the fuselage where the MiG had very
little armaor protection.

However, the intelligence people would not confirm
the victory. Many times 1 have wondered if I should
have broken off and followed that MiG down to get
the confirmation. But, needless to say, as a wing
man [ was commited to staving with my leader and
protecting his rail. Shortly thereafter, Kilbride *fired
out’ (expended all his ammunition) and called on
me to continue the engagement with “his’ MiG. 1
pulled in behind the MiG Wade had been firing on.
The MiIG pilot, thinking the engagement was over,
rolled out straight and level, turned north and
headed for the Talu and safeqy.

1 very deliberately pulled in right behind the MiG,
put my pipper on his tailpipe, and almost counted
a kill. Suddenly 1 noticed what appeared to be
flaming ping pong balls floating past my Sabre.
Cannon shells! Really big 37mm cannon shells! |
heard a frantic call from Wade, “Cobra 4, break right
NOW! I had no choice but to break off from a
certain victory and head for home.

Later Wade and 1 determined that the two MiGs we
thought had abandoned the fray after our initlal
bounce, had decided to come back and help their
comrades. We also figured they had received a bit
of ‘encouragement’ from the MiG that Wade and |
were firing on, i.e. Chinese for “Get these guys off
my taill” My hard right break saved my life as the
MiGs didn't give chase, which allowed us to return
to Suwon safelv. There werne 3 lot of hairy stories
floating around the bar that night because we, the
51st group, had several confirmed kills that day.
Eilbricde bought me a drink!



TSUIKI BY THE SEA

by Howard Weston

Most of us finished our 100 mission tour and
departed for some stateside assignment. When |
found myself being sent to the 51st M&S Group
{(Maintenance & Supply) located at Tsuiki, Japan, |
thought I was being discriminated against. Little did
I know that it would be the best non-combart duty
for a single, 25 vear old 1st Balloon. I knew things
were looking up when a *boy-san” named Junior met
my flight and carried my chute back to Ops - a duty
he performed conscientiously for the next five
months.

The periodic as well as most of the major
maintenance on all the F-86s in the Far Easp was
done at Tsuiki. [ believe there were only three of us
to fly the test hops as the aircraft came out of the
shop. One of those turned out to be a fellow "52B
classmate, Ed Hepner, The 335th FIS where [ had
flown my combat tour, had only been equipped with
F-86A and E model Sabres. Now | was flving the F
model as well.

These were aircraft that had been with the 335th
Squadron, as well as several of the South African
squadron planes (No. 2 5q., SAAF), that | remember
as being some of the newest and best of the aircraft
in Korea. A recent review of my old form 3, shows
that | was getting about twenty-five flights 2 month,
including a ritual ferry flight to one of the Korean
bases to qualify for that month's combat pay. (Some
things never change in the boondoggle world!) Also,
about once a month, there was a ferry flight to
Tachikawa for some reason that I forget. So we went
from permanent R&R at Tsuiki to TDY RE&R in Tokyo,
As | recall, the test flights all lasted at least one
hour. But as soon as it was obvious that everything
was working correctly, vou were pretty much on
your own o do such rewarding exercises as
‘bouncing’ the F-84s from Itazuke.

Many of the readers undoubtably got to Tsuiki on
occasional ferry flights, either delivering or picking
up aircraft. | am sure there are many who have fond
memories of the local bistro appropriately named
the “Sabre Dancer”. In order to protect the
‘innocent’, I won't go into further detail regarding
the Tsulkl social scene, But suffice to say, I felt
terrific pressure to entertain all the visiting ‘firemen’
in from Korea, with complete disregard for my own
health and well being. It was a great life from March
1953 to June 1953, But then it was back to reality,
which ended up to be Tyndall AFE, FL, to my dismay.

Foward Weston at Tsuikl AB, Japan, 1953,

g oy

Flight testing an F-BGF from the 36th FRS at Tsulki in 1553,

The Tsulkl REMCO Parking rasap in 1953,
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k=13, Suwon AL, South Koreajuppers left) 51st
Fighter Group Headguarters at k-13 in 1953,
showing the Group scorchoard. The 515t Group
scored a total of 308 victories in Korea. (bottom
right} Checking the test results of a modified fire
coniral system are {1-r) Maj. JLE Collins, Capt,
Robinson, Maj. Bill Wescott, and Maj. Crabtree, Maj,
Wescoll was an ace in Korea with 5 victories, (center
left) BrigGen. Glenn, O. Barcus commanded Sth AF
in 1953, and flew missions with the 51st Group in
“Barcus’ Carcus”, (bottom leftd General Howvt
Vandenberg and Col., John Mitchell at K-13 in 1952,
during one of Vandenberp's rips 1o the Far East
conflict. {top right) (1-r} Lis. Hank Buttlemann and
Julius Hegler, pilots in the 25th FIS, at K-13 in 1933,
{Fage 21 top left) An unidentified pilot with
umbrella sitting alert at B-13 in Maj. Joho Glenn's
F-86F, (top right) Sion at K-13 in 1953, (center
left)"The Botiom of the Mark™, the 51st Wing
Officers Club at K-13 in 1932, (center right) Wally
Durst and Father Dan on the occasion of Durst's
LOOth mission, K-13 1953, (bottom) Sandbag
revetmenls at K-13 in 19535, Revelments were
constructed after the continuing attacks by
Bedcheck Charlie destroved several aircralt,
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{page 22, top) Suwon was the home of both the 51st
Group and the 8th Fighter Bomber Group. (1-r) The
8th FBG COs aircraft with the multi-color bands
around the nose, and Col. George Ruddell's Sabre
when he commanded the 39th FIS. (left center)
Welcome sign at K-13 Base Operations {right cen-
ter) Awards and decorations ceremony on the 25th
FIS ramp at K-13 during May 1953. The 51st Group
received the Distinguished Unit Award and several
Korean Presidential Unit Citations. {bottom left)
Horseshog pits on the side of the 39th FIS alert shack
at k-13in 1933, The man with his cap on backwards
is Capt. Joe McConnell, top scoring ace in Korea with
16 victories. (bottom right) (l-r) Four aces in the
summer of 1953 - Maj. John Bolt, USMC (6}, Col.
George Ruddell (8), Col. Bob Baldwin (5), and kneel-
ing, 1Lt Hank Buttlemann {7}, for a total of 26 victo-
ries. (page 23, top left) Combar Operations building
for the 8th FEG at K-13 in 1953, (top right)Overhead
view of the 80th FES revetments at K-13 in 1953.
The entire ramp atr K-13 was PSP. {center} The con-
trol tower and Base Ops at K-13 in 1953 with the
new PSP blast fences in the foreground. (bottom
left)Lt. Jim Carter stands in front of the &th FBW
Officers Club ar K-13 in 1953.(bottom right) On fi-
nal ag k-13.




GETTING INTO COMBAT

(Stories I probably Shouldn’t Tell)
by Dick Merian

As 2 college senior and an avid light plane pilot, 1
wanted some excitement before settding down 1o a
civillan career, It was peacetime, and 1 was tired of
schonl, so 1 decided to join the Air Foroe and [y fighters
= jeu fighters,

1 graduated from Aying school at Williams AFE two days
before the Korean War started, Originally slated for
Japan, my orders were changed to the 4th Fighter
Group at Langley AFE. With my thirty-five hours of jet
experience in T-33s and F-80s, | became part of the
335th Fighter Squadron in July 1950, Shortly therealter
the squadron moved o Andrews AFEB, Now iLwas up 1o
our flight commanders to make fighter pilots out of
us. The 4th Group was an interesting mixture of pilots
with Ww2 combat experience (including a number of
aces), and voungsters like mysell who were as green as
areen apples and knew nothing of fighter pilotage.

In October, on a routine takeoff, 1 Iost all hydraulic
power and the nose gear would not retract fully. After
talking to our fellows on the ground, we concluded
that 1 would have to land with the two main gear
extended and the nose gear partially retracted. Not
knawing what to expect, I braced for the crash after
touchdown by pulling my feet up on the instrument
panel. To my amazement, the Sabre went gently onto
her nose and gracefully slid to a stop. I was rushed off
to the flight surgeon, and he took 2 look at me, gave
me a couple of shots of booze, and sent me on my way.

In Movember 1950, the 4th Wing received orders (secret
at the time) to K-26, Pyvongyang., North korea.
Unfortunately, by the time we got to the Far East, the
Chinese had pushed down to central Kosea, and our
destination was changed to Johnson AB in Japan, 1 was
fortunate to be airlifted to Japan, and celebrated
Thanksgiving In Fairbanks, Alaska. The initial combat
with the MiGs was flewn around Christmas time {rom
E-14 by the older heads with combat experience, while
the rest of us remained at Johnson. There, our flight
leaders continued to train us, mostly concentrating in
how well we protected ther 6 o'cleck during mock
combat. Unfortunately, none of us greenhorns had ever
fired a gun! This was remedied by loading one gun,
pae time, and permitting us o make two passes on a
sleeve {ammunition was needed for the war). Needless
to sav, | didn't score on the sleeve.

Johnson AB was loaded with fighter units recently
pulled out of Korea as the Chinese advanced. As a
consequence there were some wild parties in the O-
Club with guys letting off steam. | recall South Alricans
who were gifted as “‘wall walkers', i.e. with enough to
drink one would run at a wall and demonsirate how
far up and across he could run. The championship was
conceded to the guy who walked across the top of the
fireplace. Following one such party, aller returning to
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L. Dick Mertan’s Sth FIG F-B6A lost &1 hwvdrauwlic power which dida't
2oy vl mose pear to fully retract or exxend and lock, Meran canefully
landed the aieplane and it slid to 2 stop o0 itS nosg,

the BOQ. a small earthquake shook us up quite a bit
Lon Walter came streaming out of his room in his under
shorts with his .45 strapped on and shouting, “The
Chnese are coming, the Chinese are coming!”

Billy Hovde was our squadron commander.
Unfortunately, he was involved in a buzzing incident
over the golf course while the base commander
happened to be playing. Billy went to the maintenance
group, and Ben Emmert became our squadron
commander.

Thus prepared, we went to war. Part of the squadron
was sent to K=2 (Taegu) to flv air to ground missions to
stem the Chinese advance. The front lines at that tme
were between Seoul and Taepu, We were armed with
two five inch rockets and our six 50 caliber machine
guns. My ignorance of how to fire the rockets was
complete. 1 asked Capt. Erpie Mack, our armament
officer, two questions: How do 1 arm and fire the rockets?
And, How does one aim them? Ernie was very helpful.

The first time 1 ever fired all six guns was in combat. It
was awesome! 1 was really impressed with the power of
those guns and the racket they made in the cockpit
On one mission, flying with J.0. Roberts, he spotted
some gun emplacements at the end of a bridge. We
strafed the area, and 1 tried to aim where .O. had fired.
After the mission debrlefing, 1 told J.0. that T hadn’
seen the puns he said were down there, His responsc
was, “Dick, look back over your shoulder when you
pull off the target. That's when they shoot at you!” On
the next mission, 1 did just that, and was absolutely
amarced that 50 many guns were all shooting al me.

As T taxied in after another mission, my crew chiel
started jumping up and down to tell me to shut down.
A hydraulic line was leaking and had blackened the aft
fuselage, That was the only real problem | had on any
combat mission - a real tribute Lo my crew chief, who's
pame was Gus Miller, A recalled reservist, he had owned
a restaurant in Poughkeepsie, MY, and candidly told
me he knew nothing about taking care of an F-86. Gus
turn out to be & real jewel. What he lacked in experience,
he made up for with dedication. After the lrat encertain
weeks, my airplane was maintained as well or better
than any of the others. Gus liked scotch, so I made sure
he alwavs had an ample supply.

End of Part Onc.



Lt Dick Merian holds a 144 b 57 EVAR mocket at Taegu b late January

1 The dth FIG moved back 1o ¥-13 (Suwon ) in March 1951 following the
1951, The 335th Squadron MNew many airto ground missions armed with

retreal by the Chinese, This i the tent city that all te erews lved in at

rockets and (50 caliber guns in Febmuarye 1951, K-13.
SABRE REUNIONS
3555th FTW/CCTS Perrin AFB 335th FDS, Chitose 1955-58
Reunion scheduled for June 2001. Reunion in conjunction with the
For a reunion package, send your name, 13th Sabre Pilots Reunion in Las Vegas,
address, phone, e-mail, and dates assigned 16-20 April 2001. Contact Joe Hayeraft
to Perrin AFB, contact (941)263-0106, e-mail <jhaycraft@aol.coms,
Perrin AFE Research Foundation, PO Box or Larry Vied {(602)488-0657,
1998, Pottsboro, TX 75076 e-mail <jolare@aol.com:
e-mail @ <perrinafb@texoma.net

330th/331st FIS Reunion
in Tucson, AZ May 23-27, 2001.
The history of Contact Mike Collymore,

the 4th Fighter 9555 Paseo San Bernardo,
Wing In Korea

will be Tucson, AL B5747
available at the
end of April
2001 at a cost
of $45.00 per
issue. It can be

ordered direct Next [SSUE; Opﬂl'ﬂﬁﬂll

from Larry

ooy STOVEPIPE, 13th Reunion,

Classics

addrass in F‘SGDS With ﬂ'lE 25ﬂl FIS,
Canton, OH; ar
Cilew More!

bookstora.




Ozan AR (K-55) (1op) Alrcraft of the 18th FBG taxi to takeoff
posilions at K-35 in 1953, The 18th FEG had three squadrons
asslanad - the 12th and &7th FBS, plus No. 2 5q, SAAF. The main
mission of the 18th Group was interdiciion deep into North
Korea, but they also mixed it up with the MiGs whenever ihe
opporuniiy amose. (center) Two F-86Fs of the 67th FES an take-
ot! from K-33 in carly 1953 showing the early markings of 18th
Group Sabres, (bottom left) Don McHamara in full combat gear
in front of the maobile control truck at K-35 (bottom righth Ev-
ery group had several T-33s assigned for training, hack or VIP
flights, and [or use as fighter directors on 3 combat mission.,
That is, when the Korean weather cooperated.

ipage 27, upper left) Roger Sprague {left foor on fence} and
other &7th FIS pilots in front of Rase Ops at K-55. (upper right)
*Die Suikerbossie Sit En Dink Klub” (The Suzarbush 5it and Think
Club) at K-35 in 1953 {center left) Bill Grover was the North
American Tech Eep 1o the 18th FBG at K-55 in 1933, (centar
right) A pair of @7th FBS F-80Fs aon the snow-covered ramp at
F-33 during the winter of 1953, The 18th Group converted 1o
E-86T% in January 1233, (bottom left) The helmet rack in the
#71h FES persanal equipment building at K-55 in 1953, The air
and gpround crews buill mos of the buildings at K-33 rom
serateh. (bottomr right) Headquarters of the 18th FBG - “The
Worlds Best Damn Fighter Group”
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RETROSPECT
Korea Today

by Harvey Brown

A few years ago, my son and ] went to Korea for a visit.
The trip ook a week. One of the interesting things we
did was to take a very wild taxi trip from Seoul to Osan
and wvisit my old base at Osan, The whole area was
hardly recognizable. Suwon looked like 4 rice paddy
apain, from all appearances, Howewer, it was hard to
really tell as we barely slowed down, much less stopped,
going through Suwon at Mach 1 on a two lane road.
The old K-13 is a Korean Air Force basc,

Dsan wasn't much better. But the sirip at K-35 was a
real eve opener. The ONLY thing 1 recognized was the
beautiful 11,000 foot strip to which | came home sixty-
three ltimes between March and Movember 1933, All
else was like a scene out of some real estate develop-
ment.

Building construction, crude at best in 1953, now in-
cluded Pizza Huts, Macdonalds, shopping centers, peér-
mancnt Alr Force stractures, bangars, eic. The squad-
ron ‘diamonds’ were recognizable, But there were han-
gars built on them now. ALL of our beloved(?) tin huts
and other tin buildings were gone. It was difficult to
orient myself due to the new constraction.

E-55 is now an Air Foree ‘town’ of over 7000 souls -
Osan Air Base. They live very much like they would on
4 bBasze In the states, except that they know they e in
Korea, Get this!!! None of the Alr Force personnel with
whom we spoke, had any idea that the base was once
known as E-3311 We spent some tme with the base
Public AfTairs Officer, and even he didn't konow about
k-55.

Tnitially, we were deniced access to the base. But after a
lot of time cultivating (BSing is closer to the truth) the
heavily armed gate guards, they agreed 1o allow us to
drive around with the PAD, who finally came o the
pate to get us. They even let the korean taxi driver po
omto the base with us. Necedless to say, he was In Hog
Heaven, or whatever the Koreans call it. | think he en-
joyed the ride even more than we did.

We visited the Ops of one of the fighter squadrons,
and shot the bull with some of the F-16, U-2, and A-10
pilots there. 1 felt like Eddie Rickenbacker describing
the olden days at K-55, flying combat with the 18th
Fighter Bomber Group, with the 67th Squadron lead-
ing the way and the Znd South African bunch, Now
that was a real wild gang!

These guys today have no concept of the air war that
we waged in the early 50s. But the base historian {a
very nice gal) was intrigued and said they would launch
an effort to learn more about the Korean War days,
and make it available on the base as part of the Osan
‘heritage’.

By the way, the lineup of aircraft at Osan was F-165, A-
10, [1-25 that were based there; with C-130, KC-135,

1Lt, Harvey Erown in the cockpit a1 K-35 in 1953,

and other types in and out on the transient ramp, We
were told that this was THE Air Force fighter base in
South Korea now, The gate guard aircraft is a copy of
Joe McConnell's F-86F, *Beautious Butch”, It will prob-
ably be changed once the history of 18th is known,
possibly to Jim Hagerstrom's 67th FBS F-86F, HFU-TT,
Jim was the 25th ace in the Korean War. OK you 18th
Group guys, what was the tail number on Haperstrom’s
airplane!

We got a super ‘cooks tour” of K-55 from the PAQ. He
hauled us all over and even to places which were prob-
ably restricted. But we didn't see anything that we
couldn't have seen from off-base with a good set of
hinocs. The far side of the runway, the north side, was
a regular lineup of AA installations, And 1'm sure we
only saw a very small part of what's out there.

ir-1} Harvey Bronwn St and Harvey Brown Jr, on the brdge at the cast
enirance 1o K-35 in 1993, The main runway 5 10 the distancoe




TOF - The ather lighter squadoon at Osan AR is the 25th 55 oquipged
with A-10AS0A-10A Thunderbalt Il ground attack afrcrafn, *08" is the
1ail code for any aircraft stationed an Osan AR

1 really had strong feelings as we motored by the ap-
proach ends of that long East-West strip. [t sure a5 hell
looked familiar. And for just 3 fleeting moment, 1 was
‘back there” at 100 kis. touching down, lewting go a
little and opening the canopy for a blast of sea level
fand safe) air. [ really felt that 1 could kick the tires,
hop in, and with a very few minutes of cockpit time,
fire up old FU-350 and spend forty minutes horsing i
around, Maximum 2 172 Gs of course! | suppase 21l of
us fee] that way, don't we? Il have to admit that bwenty-
four years flving a Navion kind of keeps me primed.

My last recollection of Seoul in 1933, was pretiy bleak,
The three bridges over the Han River were bombed
and down in the river. Now there are nineteen (count
‘em} bridges over the Han. And that’s still not enough
for the twelve MILLION souls that live there, We had

An F-166 of the 36th F5 o the ramp at Osan AR in 1999, armed with
ALR1 20 AAMRAMS and AIM-9 Sidewinders,

lunich on the 63rd floor of an insurance building on
the Han one dav.

One of the dayvs that we were there was the Korean
Thanksgiving. Every one in the country was in the pro-
cess of cither poing to, or returning from their ances-
tral home. What a mess that was. A very good day to
be walking and not driving.

Since this was & "“Veterans Return’ trip, we were foted
v the ROK government, and given a Korean meda]
and other goodies as 2 'Thank You' for whatever we
did, Even the US Army PR people gave us a big wel-
come, It was the first time anvone at all had ever given
me any kKind of ‘thank vou' for my Korean War service,
Anyway, that's what we did during a week in Korea.
Like all travels, it seems to get better in restrospect.

List of all photo credits in this issue; page 6, North American, Dick Oakley; page 7, USAF: page 8, USAF, USAF,
North American, USAF; page 9, Bill Cleveland, US Air Force Museum, Bill Stranberg, USAF; page 10, US Navy,
USAF, USAF; page 11, Paul Kauttu, Frank Tomlinson; page 12, Paul Kauttu, Paul Kauttu, North American; page
13, Irv Clark, Irv Clark, Irv Clark, Norm Green, Bob Makinney, Irv Clark; page 14, Jim Kumpf, John Henderson,
Irv Clark, Vern Sprague, Larry Davis collection, Jack Moore; page 15, Wm. DeMint, O.C. Wilkinson, Dick Starinchak,
Howard Weston, Norm Green, Norm Green, Howard Weston; page 16, North American, Bert Beecroft, 0.C. Wilkinson,
Ray Prozinski; page 18, Dorothy Adams; page 19, Howard Weston, Bill Grover; page 20, D.N. Drew, ].E. Collins,
North American, Curt Miller, Hank Bultlemann; page 21, Bob Baldwin, Ebe Ebersole, Jim Kumpf, Dean Abbott,
North American; page 22, North American, Wm. DeMint, Dean Abbott, Dean Abbott, Hank Buttlemann: page 23,
Jim Carter, R.C. Hyatt, Jim Carter, Jim Carter, Keith Johnson; page 24 Dick Merian; page 25, Dick Merian, Dick
Merian; page 26, North American, Harvey Brown, Don McNamara, via Warren Thompson; page 27, Don McNamara,
North American, Bill Grover, via Warren Thompson, Harvey Brown, Ebe Ebersole; page 28, Harvey Brown, Harvey
Brown; page 29, Robert . Dorr, Robert F, Dorr; page 30, via Warren Thompson. Thanks to all!
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What do fighter aces do when their tour ends or the war stops? Some made good will tours like Col. George Jones
and Major Bill Whisner, scen signing aulographs in Los Angeles in 1953, Captain Joseph MoConnell, 1op scoring ace
in Koreawith 16 victories, received a personal hand shake from General 0P Weyland, Commander of FEAF, Colonel
Royal Baker toured the North American plant facilities in Los Angeles, riding in a new 1953 Mercury convertible,
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The 1954 Nellis AFB Gunnery Team had four aces when they won the first all jet punnery competition
i 1954; (l-r} Bill Wescott, Charlle Carr, George Jones{team captain), Warren Rice, Jim Kasler, and Bob ‘Hoapie' Lalshaw,
All photos coutesy Earty Davis Collection except 1954 Gunnery Meet credit to Warren Rice.

.
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What [s [t? Three F-86As were camoflaged with olive drab Army paint in the late summer of 1951, Each
aircraft was painted differently from the other. BEumors are that they flew radio relay missions. But
nothing is for sure. Anvone with knowledge or photos of these three *painted ladies’ are asked to contact
Larry Davis, Editor, SabrejJet Classics, 4713 Cleveland Ave, NW, Canton, OH 44709, or e-mail at
<sabreclss@aol.coms.

IT’S COMING!!
13th Sabre Pilots Reunion
16-20 April, 2001
at the Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Vegas.
Make your plans NOW!!

Sabrejet Classics il
P.0. Box 97951 PAID
Las Vegas, NV 89193 Prém?:ﬂn:z

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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