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THE PRESIDENTS
NOTEBOOK

A bit mare than a couple of months
back 1 accepred, with a preat deal of
pride and humillty, the pesition of
President of our organization, 1 will
do my best to fill the shoes of those
who have nreceded one o this
imporiant position.

Zince then, the board members and
Association offlcers have been ever
more absorbed in the arrangemients
for our 1Z2th reunlon pext April In
Laz Vegas, [n August, we Mnalized
those arcangoments g 30 mecking
with officers of the Monte Carlo
Hotel, the location of our most
successful reunlon in 1997, The
enthuslasm of the hotel olficials
toward hosting the Sabre Pilots wag
a grest indicator of the hospitality
we exprct b enjoy.,

Another key accurrence has been
the accepiance by Celonel Glen
Mordin of the poshilon of Vice
President of our Association. His
experience and warm personality

bring assets of great benefit 10 the
Gabre Pillots, and will provide much
pecded depth at the executlve Jevel,

Rdamend San Ay N wheam AR BoTe emns
preparation for the April meeting.
First, for the business mecting, all
members are Invited to provide
comments or supgestions for the
inprovement of the Association for
inclusion on the Duslness meeting
apenda. Please forward these to our
secrekary, ferry fohnson, at aur Las
Vepas address,

Wwhile we're thinking about this,
please check the expiration date of
yvour membership and semd in a
redewal iF in  doubt.. Dor
constitution provides [or the
dropning  of anvate with an
expiration date in 1996 or 97
on 1 January 1999, We don't
want to have to do this, and won't
you really milss Sabrefel Classics
and the brethren of the Sabre?

A service of our orpanization that's
been drawing interest, has been the
"Country Store” operation. ltems
you may have consldered deslrable,
but have put off buying (jackers,
golf shirts, caps, etc.) may nov be
available much lopger. Withour a

sign If strong interest by members,
this could be & poing, golng, gonco
situation. And the Store may close
at the end of the 1999 reunlon, Let
s b oo yons el

If wou favor continulng the
operation, please tell ws if we
should continue the Store Just as- it
is, or would you prefer liniting the
items and/or colors that we've
offered, Should the Store continue
stocking all the Wemes inall shree
colors (red, white, blue), or cur the
chojees o just onel I just one colar,
which color would you prefer?
Please drop us a card at the Vegas
address, with your thoughts on this
matoer.

fn ecarly reminder for everyane
planning to attend the 'S99 reunfon:
Please reglster on time to
avoid a late fee of $25.00. We
acknowledpe that this is - a ratlier
hefey fine, but it is our only means
of keeping the workload manageable
for our all-woluntcer reunion staff.
If wou'll seod in your cegistraton
by the deadline, it will help a low

Cheers, and keep your airspeed up!

Bruce Hinton
President

YOUR EDITOR IS #1 IN A HOT JOB!

Sabre pilots and F-86 maintenance guys share not-so-fond memories of steamy
flightlines and maintenance work on the still-hot J47 engines, Your editor,
Larry Davis, is not to be out-done by all that, and "moonlights" as a fire fighter
with the City of Canton (Qhio) Fire department, Actually, it is Larry's chosen
profession, and we are provd to report that he has been named "Firelighter Of
The Year® for the City of Canton.

This award recognized his efforts at a double house fire and in a double shooting
incident. As to the latter, Larry says he ook charge because "no one else seemed
to want o". As you can see, Larry has a true fighter pilot mentality.

Larry has won this award previously, and is the only Canton [lire fighter to have
been recognized twice, Canton is justdy proud of his heroic services, and we are
proud of our outstanding editor.

Il The F-86 Sabre Pllots Association




Cdivor Lon Walter sepl in this photo of his prand-
daughter in front of the RF-BGE 'pate puard' at
Bergsirom ATE. Miss Kim Myers, & vears old when
the photo was taken, s now a beactiful 16 vear old
vouing lady, The airplane, EF-80F #52-94%2, served
with the 67th TEW in the post-war era. The airplane
Is currently - awalting restoration at the US Air Force
Museum io Dayton, Ok 1D you served 1o the €710
TREW and hawve phoms of this airplane, vou are asked
to comtact David Menard in the Museum Research
Division, phone {3371255-4044, oxt. 740,

Member Tom Weeks wants to hear
from anyone that s imerested In
attending & reunion of Class 55-H. 1f
interested contact Tom Weeks, (200)
231-1056

IT'S ALMOST HERE!
THE 12TH REUNION OF THLE
F-86G SABRE PILOTS ASSN.
18-21 APRIL 1999 AT THE
MONTE CARLO HOTEL, LAS
VEGAS, NEVADA. BE THERE!

Efﬂfﬂ ANOR - rccording to the book, "Inslde
Hanoi's Secret Archives", hy Malcolm McoConnell,
published by Simon & Schuster in 1995, of the filty
six F-86 Sabre pllots shot down during the Korean
War (their numbers, not ours) an estimated forty
seven siurvived the shoot-downs., Only fifteen F-86
pilots and the remains of one other, were repatriated
in the 1953 prisoner exchanges. Thirty one Sabre
pilots disappeared In North Korea, Pentagon
investigators in the archives of the "‘new' Russia,
have discovered strong evidence thatr these thirty
one Sabre pilot POWs were vanslerred from Korea oo
te USSR, However, no record of their captivity as
American POWs could be found in the former Sovie
Union archives.
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It seems our phote of member Kon Anderson's F-286
license plate has generated plenty of competition.
From the top we hove Ron Laog's Vicgioia plage,
followed hy Howsrd Chilton's Texas plate, and e
more Texas plages sent in by Lon Walter, We'll try 1o
print as many of these as possible, space permitting,

FOLDED WINGS

Bruce W. Carr, April 25th, 1998
Marvin E. 'Deke' Childs, March 29th, 1998
(Charles W. Maultsby, August 1998
Walter C. Rew, September 4th, 1998
Donald P. Streich, February 25th 1998
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o 17 June 1951,
wircrald, and wounded two personnel - Capte L Smith and Lep Fournier of the Gonerdl Dlecirle Comfs&ny,
Hendorsohl)

BEDCHECK CHARLIE HITS K-13!

TWO WOUNDED, ONE SABRE DESTROYED

e

| §

i Morth Korean Air Foroe 00-2 night reider destroyed one deh Fipghter Wing Sabre, damoged eighe o ocher

[eredie - Juhn

by Leo Pournier
GE Radar Tech Rep

(with notes by John Henderson,
Worth Amethean hvistion Tech Repd

The night of 16 June 19510 I8 ome ibay 1710 never lorget,
Several of us had just geen the first movie shown on the
auldoor scree ar K-13 {Swwon AR alver the [, we
stivrted o walk back 1o our tent o hit the sock. | was inoo 8
map ient @l K-13 thar san right nest o the parking raomp.
The, parked alrplanes were right on the edge of thar same
rai

The guys inomy tent included Captains, Sapds Hesse, Ben
Crray, id Bruce Cunningham, Lu Cmdr, Jim Ellis fo Navy
pibod on L tothe 4eh FIW and the poy that gasve me nn
flipsy et pdde inoa T=Bird rom K=13 10 Tachikown), Capm,
Paul Kaminsky (formerly @ C-34 pilot on the Berlin
Airlin, and now ithe P10 Qlficer at K-13), 1o Clark, the G
jet enghne tech rep, and 100 Fawd Brvee,

U the way back 1o per tent 2fier the movie, we stopped ofl

im another ent, where the pilots were lsieping to Badio
Peking. The Chiness gnpouncer, who spoke very pood
English, wus ielling vs How they had Bosmbed Suwon a
copple of nlghts belore, and that they would be kackl The
tent exploded in loughtes @t the *threat”; and with that, we
witlket] bk to our tem snd hic the sack.

Arowrd £ AM of the morning of 17 June, which jus
happened 1o be Futhers Dav, | was midely awakensd by a
toud moise, An explosion! bedeheck Charlie waa indeood,
hitting K-13 again, just like the Chinese annopncer sid,

Hedeheck Charlie was a Polikarpoy =2, 0 small Hossiet
Bipdane that was abile w come in under our reder a1 nigh)
ang bomb with pelative impunite, Mo one had been able o
kocck him dowi up b0 this time, The Sabres were day
fighters and much too fast. 5th Abr Force ied everything,
F=82 Twin Mustangs, armed T-bs, even scrumbling o B2
frvider. But fio one could getat hiems He just flew 100 low
xnd 100 slow, Later the Maripes wourld aend in oa

Lo Fournier, Geporal Elecirie rador tech rep oo thie 40
FIG at Swuwon All, Junc 1951, (credit - Leo Fourpier)
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purts, 0F was tee Qope chal fese @bnora o woald diite 080 @ffoniion of CSedohoed Ofaelhe !, "Ohaclies" fltae oo faodhod A

ther dewoys, Bt the pest of fhe sting went right down the flighe line. (eredit -

detachment of Corsair night fighters, which got the job
darpe. But not on this night.

Old Charlis would penetrate the base perimeter and throw
smind | Yrvmibea onver vhe wicke Teoas the mear cockpit. He hadn®
it anything si1al gp 1o this night. Mavhe oor beck would
hold, There was pooair rabd alert tonighn, becawss the
power e been turped of w the sirenl Apd the 40mm
anti-aireraft puns hadn't opened up because the crews had
been piven sirictopders o Lo fire the guns o] tebr ©0
gave thent the OK. and of covrse, their COowasn't apswhione
aronnd when Chadie made Bia srike,

The first bomb exploded pear the snd of 1the runway whers
we hed several sepapped F-80s sitting on ol drums as
lecovs, (Col. Glepp Lagleston’s Sabre was one of thess
"decovs. Bee Sabrefer Classics, volo 3 #3) The decoys

worked but "0l Charlie was ying siraight down the
flightiime 1owards gs. 1 Tie thied homb Tanded about six
feut outside my tent, so chose that Capi. Paol Kaminsky
had the s of Tis e ahon oft by homb Iragments.

with the first explosion, we all grabbed our gear amd
headed for the nearest Foxhnles, Inv Clark fater 10ld me
et he Erew’ § wis CIE Becaese e ooold fesle die Crrsinmg
in the night. | waa dressed just in my shors, and |1
grabbed miy helmet, ran out of the 1ent and jumped into the
first convenien hole

There wers already two or three other guys in the trench,
including Capt. L1 “jlg Easy® Smith, saying "I'm kit Pm
dying!™ (11 = *Jig lasy' Smith was evacuated 1o
Yorpdungpo, snsd went back 1o the Stites, 1e'd been hiie Lew
the tenl nest 1o Fowrnicr's tent, (e Mully recovered umd
wils put back vn flight staius with the 33rd FIG a1 tils
LYRCN

Around this Ume Prhought '8 beter bake o close ook
mysell. 1 felt OF hut ==, As | Jooked down at my stomach |
was startled 1o discover a hole in my abdomen with blood
spurting out, | hink it was John Dehderson, the North
American fep, whie ren oot and ootified che medics, (LI -

Larry [Dawis)

When | found the right aliv vrench, T Clark was holding
Lea, wrapped in a blanket. Irv was certain that lao was
going into shock and wouldn't leave hin, S0 1 made itmy
sk 1o find the medics and get Beo to the hise disprensary
for medleal ttention.]

b the meantime, there wors loty oF Hrapocky gy o &l
over The base. The anti-aircralt bod figally opencd vp
fevidenty semieope bad found their OO and gotten the Ok,
and the might was flled with tracers. One of the F=fbOs had
been hit and g puns were cooking off sending s1ill nwome
tracers around the bass, Bul these were gt head Tevel!

[ a few minutes the medics showed up inside the trench,
prat i dresaing on the wound, snd cirted me off 10 the base
shek Baes The sigpeen ot dety sas & o, seoobding o g
for cigar, who heda't sheved in several davs and looked
fike Howkewe Bjeree of 1he MASH T show, He wok one
fook a1 me and calmby said, - "We can't do anything for
thiz puy!®

Tmmescdiately, 1asked Bim bn not 000 calny s vobioe, - "What
thehell do vou mean, von can™ do anvihing for me?” He
then told me that sinee 1 had an internal injury {arcn't
chey allly, Cwopfd fuse 1o e ordispired by ambofimes o
the emergendy hospltal st Yongdungpo, They had x-ray
equipmient thers amd the necessary surpeons to putch me
BEp.

The people &t the MASH unit at Yongdungpo were really
great, Within three or four minutes after my aprival, they
haed several IV bottles hookod vp 1o me, and hed wheeled
mic into their s-ray room for picteres of my leak. After
WRTLHTRNEE DT ETHpAnges e @, ETos gae e i socrnoitring called
sudivm pentithol and asked me 1o siare counting. 1 only
remember getting up o foor o fve.

(1.H. - By the tipe we had Leo clear of the foxhoele, 1 could
ser Lhe Mames of the burning Sabre Jighting the sky owver
the 345th area, It was a frenzy of effort around the
burning alrpiane, Trving o move it was literally
impossible, Boowe mowved 1hose Sabros close by, The hoat



']'_ITIE third homb that "Charlie' dropped his T-A68 #49-1334 o
wight nther F-8h: with shrappel, The serond Boml hil near e lent lee, and was lhe one that  woended koo’ Fourhier and
Mg Easy' Smitk. {rredic - Leo Fowrnier)

wag errific, and melten aluminem was starting b ren oot
Irom under the airframe. As the je feel fire increased in
Imensivy, the amme sturted cooking off.)

(LML - As ] camse up o the wrecks 1t would be unkind 1o
say there appeared o be a 'eourt jester' in charpe, Bur
that's what It looked Jike, [1 was Capt. Casev Riley, $ih
Maintenance Sguadron, and all e wis wearing were hils
long johmns, GL Boots with the tops ticd, and his sweel jod,
And e was directing traffic and getdng people orpanized.,
e hagd people teking Invemory of casualtics and 1em
conditlons: He was also trving to orgamize somee sort of
defense in case Charlle followsd up with another attack.)

The nest. miorning, or it might have been 24 hours later; |
awoke. ] had a big bandage on my stomach, and didn'n feel
the hext, When the surgeon came around, | asked him (7]
wits roing to make i |e wold me that 1 was the luckles guy
around. The shrapnel from "0l Charlie's bomb had gone
slmest completely through me, And it hadnr't hiv ansvibing
vital except for my fiver, & liver injury was a bad ope, and
the surgreon calmly teld me that “with an injury like thar,
vou gither lve or die in the first 24 hours!™ (h great|
Then | found out that 1 had already slept through the fies
24 houvrs. Yes!

Iwis kept In Eorea for another week, then alelified 1o
Tokyo General Hospital, The Surgecn Geners] ot Tokyo
Genersd told me that | was the first civilian he*d seen i
that hospltal. A manth went by before they sen me back to
the States, with stope at Tripler Army Hospital in Hawali,
Travis Field, and %an Antonio, before finally arriving wat
Valley Forge Army Heosplial in Pennssivania,

Inmerestingly, when [ was wounded, the Pentigon initially
netified my wife that | had been "Seriously Wounded In
Actlon®. Thew they discovered that | was s civilinn and
senl her another mersage seving that 1 was “Seriousls
Injored In Action™.

About o yeur after Bedeheck Charlie had ended oy 10ur in
korea, | was complerely recoversd and back at work with
Geperal Llectric, One'moming 1 was notifled 1o report 10
the Commanding General at Hancock Feld near Syracuse,
Menw York. Much to my emazement, the General pinned the
FMurple Heart on mee o frone of the 1% and press people,

1the el wing,

whally destroving the Sabre, ard showering

I dida’t know a civilian could be awarded the Purple
Heart| But there it was = "By direction of the Prosident,
uniber the provislons of AFR 30:14, and Secton Wi,
CGetieral Onder 03, etc, e, the Purple Hear is awarded to
MK, LED EDMUND BFOURKIER, Civilian Technleal
Bopresentative, for wounds received inaction sgainst an
armasd enemy on 17 June 1950." | understand that Capst,
andy Hesse was the guy that put me bn for the decoration,
Many thanks Sandyl

(LIL - The mormning after the attack, when the sun came up
unid we had refaxed a bit with a cup of colfes, it was
cleanup time on the burned area of 1he flightline. There
wis nothing salvageable on -14354, 1 picked up a cold pisce
of mehed aluminem and carried I© around as o souvenie,
fut it lost (ts attractlon, even as @ paper welght, and |
cventually iossed iy away. The third homb Charlic had
dropped, had hit the top of the lell omer wing, setting 1he
pirplane on fre. A nearby C-22 starier carl was also
destroyed. Gipght other Sabres were damaged by shrapnel,
heat, and S50 caliler roupds cooked off by the Tire, [our of
whirh required major repairs)

Soine Hime sller the award ceremony, someone told pe that
d month or ao afer | was hit, o Marine night fighter had
ghot down one of the Bedcheck Charlie raiders, The pllm
hud 5 diary on him that confirmed that he was the guy that
bombed K-12 on the night of 17 June 1951, 3¢ had written
in his diary that he had damaged three sirplanes, which
according to John Henderson was actuatly cight! Funny, he
didn’t even mention me. But 111 mever Jorget himd

L Guy Rordeion from VO-1 abourd USS  Priaceton, shaot
down 5 might raiders, becoming ihe only oon-%abhre ace
In the Roresn Woar, (ceedin - Larry  Davis)




MILLIE'S
RECORD
RUN

BY TOM MACKIN

North American Aviation

In Jaruiary of 1954, | was assigned as an F-8610 1ech rep 1o the
18k Fighter Interceptur Squadron at World-Chamberlin Field
15 binmeapodis, Minneania.

O Supday evening | recelved o phone call Troa my boss, Jehin
Casey, 10 Los Angeles, asking me (71 could get to Offetl AFH in
Omahs, Mebraska by 10 AR the lllowing mornbng, [0soems
ihat Colome] Wiltarst Millikan, OO0 ot the istrie of Columbia
Air Maticnal Goard, wes poing toattempt @ record breaking
flight from EA o Bew York Inan T-80. 1 was planning a stop
for relueling at Offut, Juhn thoughe ivwould be o good idea il
Horth American Asdation coutd e represented and help the
Cruward I miy iroables arose,

| was able to make the connection and arrived an CHTwlr akusun
9:30 AM, The refocling crew was already set up st the cod of
thie runwuy, Plans wers o bave Millikan Lmd imin 1hee whand,
1301 thie internal tanks, hange new A0 palion drop tanks, anl
take oft dowpwind, I8 was o rather mikl Jamusars day for
Nebraska, about 0@ with @ Brisk 30-35. knat wind, | aisa

fomil owt gquickly char Milliken was Qying & "slick wing” F-
BRE-25d L the "3 hard wing' ) withouot leading e shins.

Whien | became awarc ol the phins | beeame more nervoses abowt
thie swfery ol 3 35 koot desw nwind takeol] with a heavils Toaded
"slick wing® F-B6F, T soupght ow the offleer (n charge of the
refucling crew, idemified mysclf, and expressiad ny thoughes
om thedr plass, | apolegiecd lor nol bringing performmee
charts with me, and apgain expressed my misgivings. They
dacilent oy vake my gdvice and mesvesd the refueling crew 1o the
other end of the runway. ol MULkKen wie pow s o laend and
akasof T ire the whed, sacnficing the tieme it would take o taxd
o the crow,

I kan prrived o1 O 30 mboutes late on his fTight plan,
Tamibisd,and basted back to the crew and stopped with the
engine tatllpipe into the wind. The crew went to work, hunging
the drap tepks and sticking the four differen fuel receplacles
with the hoses, Listening 1o the englne, | know Rillikan did
not have the engine st (dle. T jumped wpalong 1he cockple and

Capezin Willard Milllkan scored |3 wirtories against the
Lufiwalfe when he was a@ssigned 1o the d4th Fighler
Group in Waorld war 2o leredit - Dick Martlnol

tealed biewt o pull the throntle back o idle, "Nal Bal”, he sqiil,
"Il overtemp 1he englne with the wind coming trom that
diroction!” Which was of course, wrong, Bul there was no use
10 ArguE,

It 1his time cvervbody was through refueling except for 1T
forward el 1 docked under the airplane apd asked the
Crewinan what was wiong? "D oan't ged i Glled!”, Tve sagd, "08
course nod”, 1 wid him, "The engine s using fuel faster than
wiu can pur it inl Just put the cap on and let him gol® And we
syl Cnlonel &ITHkan on,

After jettisoning his empty drop tanks over Like Mickigan,
Colunel Willard Millikan dead-sticked his Sabre into Floyd
Bennett Field, Brooklyn, Mew York, with a new Los Anpeles
Mow York speed record despite iy ministrations in Nebraska,

Further information aheat the finish of Caol, Millikan's record
Might came to s from member Grover Wileox, who strved wilh
"hlilkie aeveral thimes over Che peara.

Col. Millikan Mew straight to Mew York City, where he was
suprosed 1o laund o Latuardia Adrport. Arriving at LaCGunrdin,
he thowgeht it was the right thing 1o do to buzz the LaGuardia
Tower. But that used up all his remaining fuel. Pulllng up rom
the buze ioh, his Sabre suffered o Namenus from lack of (el
Ve was completely dryd

ol BMillikan elected jo fand at nearby Flowd Benneit NAS,
where military crash crows worse standing by He dead sticked
the %abre nto Bennet, and promptly blew o vire during the
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Colone] Willard Millikan sl o new coast-to-cogst speed record Mying 1his 1=86F-25 borrowed Trom the 47th Flphter
Interceplor Sguadron af Nlagra Fall: Municipal Airpar. The "DCANGA"Minuleman® logn wos added for the Millikan's

recnrd - flight. (eredlt - Lacry Davis)

landing. | lix towehdown speed was moch we fass Very quickly,
a new tlre was put on the Salve and it was redoeled, Within 340
minulies, Col, Willard Millikan flew hack w Lateeardia Airport,
where he was the center of attention wt the record breaking

CLTSTIHINECS,

Il mare: Fooser Help. Gen, Willand Millikan in the fater sizpes of his
vareer af [omestead AV, wiea ke flow dn o oae F-4 Phaniom. fle
hind Frifiog eyesight rhea, and had Cleeented’ *fUp-upsflip dawn ™
readlage glasies Jor Ris helmel wsore | Itked the Ides  so nrocl, flal
| Fadl my eguipmear goys capy i1 fer iy own helmet 8 worked
fine, bor srared ihe hell st of the yeung wingmen. Fost &l

AROUND THE WORLD IN (THE) F-86 DAYS

The Royal Danish-Air Force was ane of the relatively few nations to operate the F-86D interceptor, due to the very
sensative nature of the F-860% -4 Fire Control System. On 26 June 1958, the first of a tota] of Ny nine F-860s
were delivered w Denmark, where they served as parl of NATOs nerthern air defense structure, This F-8613-30,
USAF serial 51-6123, assigned to No. 726 Squadren photographed &t Solingen AB, Germany in Aptil 1961, has both
the Martin-Baker gjector seal and AIM-9 Sidewinder rails, which were added in 1959, Three Danish squadrons, Nos.
726, 727 and 731 sguadrons, operated the F-860 until 31 March 1966. [credil - Merle Olmsted)
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Caprain Harold ‘Hal' Fischer, waves Trom the cockpit of “the PMaper Tiger®, the F&RE bhe New with the 4U9th KI5 ab Suworn

AR, Capt. Pischer scored

10 wvicwories hetween I Movembsr 1952 and 21

March 9%3. He was shol dowi [ollowlng his

1en wictory, and held in s comniist prison camp for an additionsl wo years, (oredit - Jobn Stanaway)

MY TEN MIGS

By Caol. Harold E. Fischer, USAF
' {Retired)
America's 22nd Jer Ace

Mearing the end of my F-80 missiens, | veluntesrad to go
to Headguarters, Far East Command, to work az a
personnel officer in the Combar Crew Rranch. Afrer | was
in the job for awhile, the lure of air combat and all the
1alk of "jet aces" began o cxcite mo. Onrie of the aces, Bill
Whisner (518t Wing, 3 172 killsl, stopped by iy ollice,
He said that cxperienced pllots were nocded desperately,
anch he thought that | could beoan ace. T applied quickly
for another combat tour in korea and made several visits
to feowrt’ the F-20 units thers, This pald off, and saon |
reccived orders to the 51st Fighter Interceptor Wing at
S,

After six hours and forty-Tive minutes of check-cut
flying, | began Mving comhat missions. After a few of
these, | was assigned o a flighn commanded by an RCAF
exchange officer, Squadron Leader Douglas Lindsay. He
was one of those rare individuals who was troly
dedicared 1o peiting the job dore. And because af his
beliefs - that the results are more important than the
meiliods - he was viewed with disfavor by some. Bul
without a doubt, he was the besi flighter pllot | had cver
seert ol Tlown with,

As miy mission 1otal increased, so did my desire 10 get a
kill. Soon the moment came that [ had been dreaming
about. | was number peo In another flight with Lindsay,
when the sky was suddenly fllled with MiGs

everywhere, | called that | was going to make a "hounce’,
tirned 1o the left and surveyed the scene for a moment
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From the south, about | 500 feet below me, two MiGs were
heading north, | cased down and fefl in behind them
about o mile in trall, 1 don't think they saw me, and |
pulled up the nose of my airerafl, moved the radar gun
sight to manual ( [ felt 1 couldn’t trust it in 1the automatic
miode] and fired several long Tuarsts,

Just as | was going 10 break oft the attack, the MIG
wingman began a slow descent, | called the flight leader
and said 1 had one going down. | followed the MiG, and
when | caught up o hing, | relled arcwund him and got onc
of the biggest surprises of my life. The canopy was
friisslng and the pilet was ponel When the MiG crashed |
knew that thers was no positive vorification on the gun
camera film, so | strafed the wreckage for confirmation

Capt. flal Fischer flew o wmour in F-A0Cs with e B
FES ar Sownn before going o ke 5ist Wing i F-R6s,
[eredin - Larcy Davis)

e, LY




Capt Hal Flscher ix ronpraAT bated '|'.l:|-' nis crow chief,
Sgt. Bines, and  many other 5051 Wing pilots and ground

T A mmeEl, [ resdit

Iavis)

Mllowlyg his 51k MG KL Lagry

purpgsses. That evening Lindsay told me thar It wowold
probably he impossible to slesp, He said that after his
first kUl in Spitfires during WWIl in England, he
couldn’t ghean o wink. He was vighe

In apother engagetnent | was ving as clement leader and
made an attack on a MIG by posidening mvself ahout GO0
feet directly behind him at 40,000 ft, Before | could fire,
the MG emered and comipleted 2 perfect loop. My F-86
Aoundered over the wep, and the MiG preceeded into a
serics of loops, With each successive loop, my advantage
imcreasmd slightly hecause of the 'lon' at the wan, This
wity, | was squaring a corner of our circle, and the fiying
tail kelped our atr the bottom. | had prescnce of mind to
fire only short bursts, s0 as not w dissipate air speed at
thar altltude, Owver the Yalu River, the MiG stralghtened
at [or a moment and | prepared 1o fre a long burst when
I obgerved an objecr going by mv canopy - the MIs
cancpy - followed shortly by the pilor in his ejection
wear, When the pum cameta filon was oracessed | che gean
could be scen golng by,

Mumbers three and four followed over the next thirty
days, Mumber [our had 341" paioted on e side, When |
commenced my atrack oo him the closure rate was. so
preat that [ bad 1w execute a displacement roll arcwund
Rim 12 inaintain nose-io-tail sepacation, As | rolled, 1 hit
thee Mig's ietwash. The iolt was zo great thar my
binocculars hit the stck grip and were broken,
{Blooculars were carried by all seplous students of Mic-
killing, Just for onc chanoe wepget a "firse slphiting’.}

ln addition 1o all the actlvity going on rying wo recover
the aircraft and myself, the gunsight quit while | was
liring and. the guns alse swpped. For a heartbear [
thought of ramming, striking the hovleontal il which |
could soe was just inboard of my [eft wing. | missed by
about six inches. Relling over the MiG, which was rapidly
losing airspeed, | recyeled the pun switch o 'guns, sight,
and camera® and it came back on: 1 popped the speed
Irrakes, squeezed e wigger, and literally blasied the
MG oubof the sky.,
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Threo 5551 Wing pilois oguals 24 MiGs destroyed, (11}
Capt Cecil Foster, loih %, 4 MiGs, Capr. Hal Fischer,
Aeeh PIS, 10 MIGs, and Capt. Doelph Overon, 16th FIS,
5 MIGs, (eredll - [Mal Fischery

The filth kI was one of koth anguish and jubilation. |
ended up in a tail chase abouy 4000 feet from the MIG.
Again, 1 turned offl the radar and computlpg punsight,
elevated the nose and fired. The tracers made a small
halo arcund the MIG. Gradually a fire began 1o grow in
the reqr of the MiG, and about the time [ had closed o an
ideal firing range there was no necd to expend any more
ammunition, L was a dyinp alreraly, with the cntire
fuselage serving as a Mame holder.

[ pulled up alenpslde, the pilet was beating on the
canopy, ylng W escape. Saeing me, he tried to tuen and
ram me, | thought the humane thing to do was to pot the
pliot out of his misery, so slid iy Sabre back opto hiz
tail. Malien metal from ibe MiG rained on my aircrafr,
Firing a fow short burses, the sounds suddenly changed,
three of my guns guit firlng, my left rudder pedal went
b the Firewall, and [ itbought for sure | had been hiw |
disengaged and cavtiously rerurned home 1o fnd after
landing that the intense heat from the burning MiG: had
caused a misfire of a .50 cal, round. The exploding
cartridype shut down the guns, severed the rudder cable,
and subsequendly dumped my pressurization.

The pext twa kills were in the best fghter traditlon of
Mannack, Uder, Munpesser, and other heroes of the first
doglights in World War 1 | found myzell and the MG at
the same alrspeed, altitude, apd going in the same
direcilon, Immedlately we got into o flar scjssors
mancuver frviog W get on the other's fall. Dropping my
speed brakes and using acrodynamic braking, 1 fell in
behind the WIG AL o range of about 800 feet. This tline the
radar punsight was working marvelously and the flrst
burst of a few seconds caused my opponent's alreralt to
light up almost wingtlp 10 wingeip. Before | could flre
again, the canopy went by, followed by the pilot.

As we were leaving Mig Alley, my Tlight had 1o break to
avoid an attack, 1 fell in trail behind my wingman and
told him 1o take us home. Az we cllmbed cut | spotied a
MiG cloging behind my wingman at abour 3000 fect. [



dropped In hehind the Mig at about the same range but he
must've seen me. He terned left and | zoomed into a yo-
yo. He continued and | ended up behind him at about 300
feet almost In full small. [ fired a burst that steuck cight
behind the canopy and the MG immedlately snapped into
a gpin, There was nothing cise to do but spin with him.
Both of us entered the spin at aboutr 30,000 f | would
take short bursts when my F-86 pointed ar him. He spun
all the way into the ground.

The victory which held the most danger and which was
fraught with the most mistakes was my next. It began
witll a new wingman, who had been a prefessional
musician and could play @ mean clarinel. Cur {light was
late getting tnto the area and bartles had already begun.
The fight was taking place about fifty miles northeast of
the mouth of the Yalu River. We came into the area
climbing through 40,000 feet, dropped our tanks, and
spotted four MIGE tn a fingertip formation. There were
four F-B6s behind them a1 a greav distance. As we
jockeyved for position, we almost collided with the other
Sabres, since neither formastion wanted 1o ghve way and
lse 1he advantage. No one was firing because the range
was 50 greal, but the Migs appeared te be aware of us.

We were now aver China. We were pbove a solid layer of
clouds and the Migs were letting down into it Guessing
where they were going, | continued down with my element
and orcasionally could see the MiGs going in and out of
cloud lavers, Thon we all broke cut The Migs were 1o our
Teft and in a wrn, We could™ve joined up with thenn in
fact, my ininup with number two MIG was too good, and |
was 100 close to open fire effectively. My wingman calied
me clear to fire, and as | got Inte positon, a volley of
capnon tracers went by my right wing and canopy.
lmmediately my wingman called me clear again, and |
thought he had negated whoever was shooting at me.

I continued my attack, but once again a burst of
fireworks possed my right wing and canopy before |
cauld fire. 5till | dida't look back, and ance more my
wingman called me clear, | was very nervous by now, but
not once did 1 leok around 1o my six o'clock, | suspect the
reason | wasn't nailed was because | was so close 1o the
Mig in front of me that his buddy couldn't get a good shot
at me without hitting his friend. Finally 1 thought § was
clear to fire, and it was no problem to dispawch the
aircraft In front of mc once | got iy mind settled down, A
few good bursts and the bartle was over. The MiG was on
fire and the pilot cjocted.

My next kil was a relatively easy one, | saw a MiG flring
on an F-86 and dove on him, | fired and got his attention.
He dizengaped and headed nocih. el in Behind him and
castly got him burning. The pilot bailed out. Shortly
thereafter my tenth kU was official.

My last mission of the war was both successful and
prnsuccessful. | set up a pass on bwo MilGs in formatlop,
My specd was such that [ relled over the number two man
and flred a Jong burst that stopped his englne, Devating
my attention 1o the leader, 1 fired from about 1200 feet

Capt, Hal Fischer s ol smiliss alter scoring hls Stk MIG
Bl oai 24 Japuary 1953, lcredit - larry Davis)

and this tore apart the MIG. Debris came back at my
plreraft in large pieces, | instnctively ducked as parts
came by my canopy. Some of them went into my engine
and |t came toa stop,. | smelled smoke and stopped over
the side and o captiviey, The date was 21 March 1953,
Two years Jater | walked home across Freedom Bridge.

[Posteript: Yoears later it was revealed that the Soviet Alr
Farce supplied at least three air regiiments 1o support the
Morth Kerean Alr Force. Based nerth of the Yalu River in
maintand China, the Soviet units included many veteran
fliers from Weoeeld War 11 In 1990, Hal Fischer learped
that the rwa Migs he chased on his final mission were
indeed flown by Soviet pilos, Ope of them, Major Dmidrel
Yermakov, was a WWIl ace with 26 victories, whe clalmed
thiat Fischer's F-86 was one of two e was credited with
In the Korean War, Hal Fischer ackonowledges that e
vould have been it by Yermakov's canpon. At the fime,
however, be assumed it was debris from the exploding
MIG ahead of him, Yermakav survived the war and has
corresponded at length with Fischer,

Hal Fischer has evidence of vwo addtlonal kilis 1o which
he may be entitled, and has petitioned the Office of Alr
Force History o correct bis records, This process |5
ongoing. )

GCapt, Hel Fscher's atrerafl, Sthe Papec Tiger®, March
19583, [<redit - Earl Shutek




On The Light Side

by John ER. Scott, Jr

Several times each vear | had occasion o visit a
nearby Mavy baze to arend [lving safely meetings o
to coordinate and schedule air-to-alr gunnery ranges
over the Atlantic Ocean. Coincidenty, my mother
lived only a few miles from the Naval ajr station and |
would take the occasion to call her when | was
scheduled for a meeting, She would meet me at the air
shodion, and sometmes Vowounld spend 1he migha st
Mom's house and fly back home the nexst morning.

In the course of her visits to the alr station, Mom
becime acqualnted with some of the Navy Tolks on the
flight line, so much so that in anticipation of my
pending arrival, they would often ipviwe her up o the
contral tower where she could hear the conversations
between the tower and the arriving -and departing
pilots, Ehe really enjoved these visits, and | believe
the rower folks enjoyved her company as well.

On one eccasion [ was {1ving a newly acquired F-86H
and, anxious 1o show off for the Kavy types, | zipped
across the field ar an extremely high rate of speed,
pulled the airplane up in a vertical climb, threw in a
few barrel rolls for good measure, and called the wower
fer Janding instructions,

Tower, - "Eoger, Alr Guard 849, You are cleared 1o
bamd o Rusweasy 17, The wdnd is from ve-eight 2ore o
fifteen kpots, and the “altlmeter is 30,12, And be
advised that your mother says you are going cntrely
too fake”

WANTED - Intormation regarding an F-
SGE assigned (o the 334th FIS, 4th FIG in
Korea, that was experimentally armed with
a pair of 20mm cannon at Tachikawa. This
was NOT part of the GUNVAL program!
CONTACT LARRY DAVIS, EDITOR,
SABREIET CLASSICS, 4713 CLEVELANTY AVE.
NW, CANTON, OH 44709( 330)493-4122

TWANTED -Contact with P-8GF fighter-
bomber pilots serving with the 8th and
18th FBGs during the Korean War.
Material 1o be used in a book on lighter-
homber operations. Contact Warren

Thompson, 7201 Stamford Cove,
Germantown, TN 38138, or e-mail
<migalevitibm.ner>

SABRE REUNIONS

E-MAIL: MWTER2 2AmPRODIGY.COM

THANKS MOM!

3558TH CCTS, FLYING S8TH
PERRIN AFB, F-B6D/L
APRIL 15-18, 1999
TUCSON, AS
CONTACT - BOB BARNETT, 5780 CALLE
DEL CIERVO, TUCSON, A%
PH. (520 299-1360

PILOT CLASS 54-H
APRIL 28, 2000 IN LAS VEGAS
CONTACT - JOHN ] TAYLOR, 15807 EL
CAMIND REAL, HOUSTON, TX 77062-44 16
E-MAIL: JTTS 4H@AOLCOM

Weminer Topert jennson of Terny, Ransas osent YRS photo ol 0e recenlly resiored Y-REL on display ol MeCopoctl ATH. The
livbawks operated  the P4l rom 1958 m ohe Spring ol 196l when they cooverted o 31005

———ﬁ



F-86H Called Up During
Vietnam War!

by Ron lang

e v [0 was one of the most eeenocaile 0 tiee Distory of
the Unated S1aves, U0 the 3001 ol Jameary 19468, the Marth
Vietnameso and Viel Cong launcbed the inlamowus Tet
CMTensive, effectively capceling all chanees Tor & pearelul
settlement of the war, Presidem Lynden [ohnson siepped ool
of 1he Uresidential plctore, setting the stage for the victory by
Fichard Mixom in Soweanileer,

Buet the prodhibems setually bepan before the Tel attseks O 23
[anuary 19068, Morth korsn Savs wsepedo boats captored the
U5 Mo imtelligenre vesse] USS Pocblo, along withe s entiee
crew, Toreing the Pacblo 1 Wensan harbor, Those wetions hy
Che Mozt b Borean goverimment, might hanes heen the Besdoniog of
a seconmil Koredn War, President Jehnson neacted the Tollowing
day, by activating o large nombeer of Alr Mational Cowidird
sqquacrons bmto federal servioe. i

With tensinns stll renning high in the Spring ol PHGE, several
enee ANG squadrons were callesd wpy ineloding the [0k TES,
marvland ANG, and shic 138th TES, New Yark ANG - loth wers
equipped with B=BGH Sabres, 11 wasn’t the first thme the Eadth
hal. hegn activated during w worhd crisise " The Boys Diom
svracuse” were callmd to active doy during the RBerling Crises
of 1901, deploving to Phalsbourg AR, Franee on 1 dvioher
LG, with o ligkier-homlnr missbon. They remained ol
Phalsbourg untll 200 Awgest 1962 when they were relurned o
state cantral.

Baet this tiene, they would not be serving in the fromt fines ol
the setasl war, be it hot or colds O 13 klay 19068, both ike
104eh (aryland) and E38T (Mew York} were cullisd Lo active
duty. Both sguadrons were deplored 1o Cannon AFB, kew
Meiciens, Tore al e 2700 TEW, o el the st 1= D00 e ppaed
wiregs in the Uik Air Force.

Fhe mission of ot sguadrens while ot Cannog, wils speestion
of w0 Forward Al Contpol and Adr Liasen O0Teer Tactbeoal
Training Wing schuol. The purpiose of our units wiss 1o take
crmw enversion people (e B47, 52, -1 A0, rrewes]l andd
pivie them A0ssnme chock rides in the T-33, then 30 vides in
the =BG Thus they carned “entry level Tighter pilon ARSCY
and could po 1o Vietnam as Forward Alr Controllers for the
Slisty DAL prograom. Rut the Inspector General ol the Alr Fonee
Jickin't think, ten mueT ol thee progean and iwias caneelled alfer
I meanLhia.

Thee alke of wa "Rl drivers were Theen slated 10 go 1o George AR
o e checked ol in the Tont seat of the -4 belore golbg 1o
Wiedrae, ul Abr Ferce chanpped thoete mabeds agaam o e all
staved ut Cannon, which meant that the instrucior pilots now
atmassthered the students $-1. 100 then became o “mike work”

Caplain Bon lang, 138th TS, KY ARG, Cannon AFLR,
198, (rrodis kon lanp)

operation, and we wirre handed all pvpes of saall jobsaround
Ll codin ey

O al Lre Ton aeds was dhiet of tow garges aireralt Tor the 4.
oul of Deorge AL The Adr Porce was jost geining 1l =41
withe thee internal 20mm CharlTing: jeor Aleer a r':rl_lpll: ol rides,
ilic Gieorpe students gol prety: sharp with the Gabing Gun and
woonthd sbakob Chae alart of T vhee tesw By, Yoo hase plenty of Leel
and appressivencss left, Mow what do vou dod

Wiell is o e boin favor of the $-45, and i@ would soon be gime
{or g Higle extri curriralar aetivity, fae o fren o pace® - and |
wak The targe! A couple of the siudenis tricd 1o turn with me
aunad Bost Big time, Soon | was caenpesl ot theie doosclock winy thee
e o Ui B4 i perfect wexibook sight picture,

Crine ol iy Bavariie memones rogards g fdajor Dodios”. il heen
tewing Ve ket angd e ooe had bt i Peocedure was for the
Loy plot 1o bring the dam owver the air-proonad raege al oo
100" AL The Hange €0ceer waonld call 1o "Cutcalde now!®, and
the dar would crish on the desert Hoor, where the weapons
prsaple wimald felsdeve ieand salvage any pats they could.
A opair of 13O0 TFS F-HDHE enroute from Canooid AFH
1o Greorge AFH during the 1968 callup. The L3R1h TES
wis 10 Bave heep parl of @ Forward  Adr Coniroeller
school al Cannon durkng the call-up. forediv - Sicphen
Fahsj
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The [3X8th TEx, WY ANG wos activaird doring the 1968 crishs involving the U85 Mucbioe The F3Rch o0k Abeir F-Balls i

cannon AUVE, whoers the alreraft hiad the @il code "C87 applied, and served with the Lddrh TEY, Marviaed ARG, Following
e cancelatan af Abe FAC selianl, hain the TOSth and 13&51h TIPS went o Goeorpe AFH, wlore they served Inoa variety, of
roes before retuefing b ostate comniral o0 20 December 1968 0redil - Soephen 1ahs)

Phis Ginmwe, Magor Dodloy wies Mvipg with me e -4, He was s
nbce g, whio baed poeten g MG i Vietnam, and who juesy el
Loy maerenklis Bhpis qinnlp-ﬁqfu.l Py whol Tess e The 14 wias,
sinee vouw could shoon o engine dovwn aoad =tlbget home oo thae
ket

ME W CWe e ross T range, e e OITcer Calied bor me o
vt the vabie, | did, aod immmedian el starnsd o high G bareed
ceell, coambivg wp very gulckly on Blajor Dogdlov's oo'clock, Mow
Rl Proddles didn't rsise oo dumamies, amd o% soon s e
resulized e position | owas i, he pogeped thin B4 e Burner
and wus gpome, by padar sight was wpwinding al one hellusva
radizand [ never dind cpteh Ring

Psure wish I'd had some film in the pun camera tha iy, A
x4 Dlowup ol my pipper right on 1l F-4 tailpipe would
hiave neade or one great proscint gl the goifg Swiy pany.

Pl sgquiadrens relnrned 1o state conmrel on 20 December
PG, Im 1970, boils sguadions transilioned ooa mew - airerall -
the Cesana A-3TH The Hidth (MD) mode the transition on 23
Apral 1970, The 138th (HY ) was ale Jgst B-80G0 undi in the
ot careertimg 60 the A 37 in- ke Soarmer 17

The F-&611 = "Laxt O The Spory Jobs” - had linally been
rotirsd Irom the A Torce i ey,

(Editors nete: Sabrefet Clissics would Jove o bear rem any Mew York pilol
that served during the 1961 Berlin Crisis, for o stors.}

A poir of =EBGlHs from the 1040y TS, Maryland ANG, op b ramn ot Goorge AR on wsber [968R, Foltow Ing aclivalim with

the [38th TES, HY AMG, the warcralt wore [lown foo Cannof

APE whitre Alr Pofce lail codes wene geplied, "CTY  helng

assipned 1o sl 104th TR A0 Goorge, the mission of the 1430 was the saise s the |380h, wowing . DART tarpe1s lor e =
45 @asigmed L duemerpe AFL - cand Ctoaching the -2 pifodss that messiig with the 0T Sabies could  prows cinBarrassing o
wiur dmape, {crandine - Mearle Olmeseed |




GLIDING THE F-86

The Ultimate Range Extender

Part 2

By Robert W. Smith

fesh Smwitle and the ME-1048 @1 Bdwards ALK in

1963,

|eresEle - Db Sindtlad

Uil neré: This installment complere’s Beb Smith’s account of how he practiced an unorthodox, but highiy swecessful
cruise contrs rechnigue during an extensive career fiying the [-86, Pare 1 was published in the Summer TH9E jexue

of Rabirefot Classics.

Aler leaving Kors, | was assigned w the 93rd Fighter
Intercepior Squadron at Kirtlend AFR, Mow Mexico, Onee
agaln, |was Tying the trusty F-BGA, Major WA, Hones!
Marshall, my ald =guadron commander and an ace foom
Karca, wis e 93rd commander. O ol oor Tavoriee
dEsiRnNents was o Mt Yiema, Arizon, for alr-ro-air
punnery practice. But this was o Toang baul, Albuguergue
e Yuma, for @ clean Salee, and drop tanks were in short
supply stateside because The kored droups wers
dropping them regularly and naterally Tead prioriey tor
resupply.

Omne fine day | was scheduled to Ny o Yuma with Bones
and Captain Ken Chandler, ancther korea veteran and a
resn pilot whe had performed stunts with Chock Yeager
for the 1950 movie "Jet Filer", which starred John
Wayne, Janct Leigh and the Sabres of the lsr Fighter
Giroup (i ansene neticed |, My radio falled on takeofl, o
Bones and Kennw pressed on while | oretorned to
Kirtlod Tor a new radio.

his was accomplished fnshort order, and | headed Tar
Yuma. The headwinds were pretty strong, so 1 found it
peceseary o shut down my engine enee.again and dead-
alide o the maximiem in erder to make Yuma. Bones and
kenmy Bad stepped at Willlams o refuel, so 1 was
waiting for them when they finally go o Yuma, | think
1o this dav, Bones can't Ngnre out how the headwinds
biad elied s sisddendy.

After graduating from Test Filor School in 1956, | was
assigned 1o the Air Force Armament Center ar Bglin
AIB, TFlorida, flviog the TF-86F and H on o gun test
prizjects, Aler ahonr a year, AFAC was absorbed by the
Alr Farce Dperational Test Center, alzo at Lglin, and oy
new commander was Brig, Gon, Lrnest Warburton, aowell
itamed man of Kative Amerlcan desoent, 1 had not met
hiam, bror sooe woeld.
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Cine Friday | was instructed 1o forry w clean F-86H ta
Bradley Fietd, Connecticun, for transfoer o the Alr
Rational Goard, | had nover been 1o Bradley, but
approached the flight with some urgency since my good
wike had insited about 85 prople te onr louse for a party
shear piphr.

a1 rhe airtine tichket office | found that the anly way |
conld carelt a Might honwe was o make it o Bradley non-
stop. Wasting no Hlme departing., | grabbed a map,
whieehed he weather, amd ooned 1har Bradiew was on the
sauth bank of a large river. | caloulated the distance and
waather (AR would allew me 1o make the aon-stop il
usesd my cruise-climb and engine-out descent,

I never even untelded the map from the moment | pichesd
it up. | osaw the plant on it and the letiers: "BRA'
disappear hehind the Told line. Things went well, and
vigihility wus nnhelievable, My progress showed it
woild Be tight, ot ' make it with a power-oll glide
brom crutse altitode. 1 made all the pecessary radio
ralls cnroute, shul down the engine and began my slow
alide, Someane had told me thay the feld was right
arross the river from (he Prate & Whitney enoine plamt,
anc [ was sare | saw it Trom way oul.

Aboul [Ny miles aut sl pliding. | eried to call
Bradiey, but gol no response from the tewer or anyone
else, Mo radia! S0 1 continued 10 an 1P for a power-off
A6y, and planned 1o start my engine a1 the lagt possible
moment, saving about 30 by, of fuel for use if reguired,
Sucddenly my Tull artention was focosed on a light
atreral on an extended downwind. | didn't have enough
fuel for apo-around, but was able w cu inside him for a
short but unbeliovable final approach view, There wias a
high earthen dam at the approach end of a rupway that
rnwy seertied mone ke g short country lane, [t proved 1o
bie sogmeswliat 1ess than 2500 et 1o length, and about 75
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T-fhfs gesipned 1o e 2Erd T Tino R rampPoal BieDand AP Hew Mexaco o the early 1950x. When  the ®lsl Pighuet
Grodp deployed 1o hases in lingland in 1951, the 93rd Sguedron romabned Pehind, e sole remalpigg wisic Trons ke

nriginal Bisy Group, Dot Sminlh sos assipmed g e 9308 Wl thar Ui, jencdon -

feer wide, with grovs growing Yhroogh the Backuop. OF
course, all my other options had been abandoned a
FE.000 feet, but [ fanded successfolly. Because | had
bt practicing short TNeld lancdings o the F-1T04,
stoping was oo oreal problem.

Belore | could dismount, an Army Mational Guard Jeep
pulled up, | hollered, “ls (his Bradiey Field?" "N;::-pe_
this is BEATperd - BEAdIey §s 30 milfes up the river!”
The kind Army leupenant happened o bave access B
Wibh<d o and abher b piablaed dhe dfroraft docvwrmemas, e
helicopteraed over e Bradleyv. Unlortanaiely, | had oo
leawe the "EGH where It was because there were ho
taxjways at Bralnerd. {(Fortunately, there wasn't much
traffhe elther.) Ar Bradiey, 1 hurricd]y gof ihe
Guardsmen 12 sign for the girplane, and felt Sure phes
wiolld recover the Salve apd forget the matter.

The party that Priday might back ar Eglin was o prear
sucress (Yes, | made B Back inodmel), and was s
epdhearsds for iy Mngering conesrns aboat dhe
consequences of my iost recent Sabre sorthe,

Larlys Monddy. morping, | was summoned 1o Gen.
Warburton's offiee and learmed Tirst hand abootr an
Indian on the warpath - and how! | decided my best
deféense was stupidity, sipee grounding was 1he
alterpgative, 1T seeoms the Ale Force advisore at Braclfes
had called the Ealin commaned section oask whar kind
of idionl pilors they Trade 1will never Forget the anper of
shvak peneral, and baoach b ooasy o snoeee What | bad Laeded
there because | thought it was Bradles, And ves, che
Melcl [ooked OFK boome. | oseill contend tha chis answer
wias close enough o fact that T have never oudright ied
e superior officer,

As Tock would hawve it 1 was soon back in Gen.
Warbuwrtoms good graces, At Me pext Joint Civitian
Oriemation. Conference, ope of Ealin's famous "Thre
Jposeer deronstrations’y | was choged as the aliéernate
shootet in & weow ovent, An B LD was b shaot, dosi
towed “Redbird” targer (very tiny], on fime and right in
ot of the prandseand Tull of VIPs, It hadn't Been dose
hefore, and | had some trepidation that i) became the

ldrry {ravis]

LrmMHTY oo anc Faricd, mry TosEom o e Wy T
lisr wotld advanece 1o Nunmiber |

suere erroughy, on the day of the show, the primary had (o
abort and | became the designated shooter, Thanklully, |
wis ahle 1o blast the target o pleces. Al the flving sult
heer party after the show, Gon, Warbueon came over and
pushed to the primary ahowt his prear ‘kill, My good
Friccnd modestly poineed 0 me and eold the prepretral fhyae |
had done the shooting, The general’ssmile Taded, and he
webveeded bt and alse faded o the croedd withoo a
wordd, Futb thereadter, he treated me as i nothing bad had
ever happenod, And [ ieuly don't bellese thar he had an
ulterio) motive when pe helped pei me transferred in
respronse ooan nvitation by the Thenderbirds leader,

shorily alver my chewing out From the general, Captain
Lon Walter, the assistapt figlher ops oflicer, presenpted
me with a nameplate for my desk, which properly
included my correct nittals, "Rong Wiy Smith®. Things
ke vp dven wore wiven b recsbeed g ebipping frorn o
Conpecticuld pewspaper thar reporied the Tirst el o
lired ar Brainerd Field - and how thew ook the wings of
totruck It 1o Bradley!

A opaie ol O3pd P15 pegoAs inothe alert barns al Kiriland
im 1954 The misaion of the 93pd was ajr delense OF Lhe
wiomic Eomb [acilities al nearhy Slamopsordo, [eredit
Larry Vhavis)

[- = —— — - - - .
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Thie last times | used my -86 dead-glide proliciency
were in a lest program at Ldwgrds with a highly
miesdified ME-TO3A with a lgukd Fuel rockel erigine and
reaction contrels In the ME-1044) T reached 120,800
e o & world record To 1903, Onoowves TG Tights )
had many occasions o makean engine-off recnry, B
only ance in the NE-104A and the Sabrees, did | have o
actuadly dead-srick.

fupper lefll Lol Reh Smikh (eelilcg) abaoni W presend

For o long time, Lon Walter and apother great friemd, \he ceremenial, 100 mission. drink. 1 Major. WiM:

LiGen. Howard Leaf, retired Abr Force Ass1, Vice Chief Hlskesleo ar Korg Ak, Thailand s 1068, Nob Smith was
T s ; k X L g thie commander ol the 341k TES a1l Koran,

of Stall, 1ormented mie about my anly mistake: in iwenny {apove e NT-104A . wat. Tiowin ) by Buk: Smith 1o 8- ward

wears of Tlying. Well, except For the times when..... altitude pecord of 120,800 fect, {rrdn - Bub Smilih)

jo— e — —

— ——

LAST CHANCL!
The mailing label on all mail directed to the membership, shows the date your

dues expire, Dues are $25 for one year, $50 for 3 years, and %200 for a life

H membership, All dues payments are credited on the date we deposit your chock,
and handled like a subscription to a magazine. Paying dues is simple -~ just make
out vour check for the desired amount, and in the memo block enter 'DUES', and
then mail sayme to the return address on the back cover of this magazine. 1U's not
a difficult task. Be advised, il the dues expiration date on vyour address label is in
!1_11:*. vear "1996', this is the last mail, hence the last issue of Sabrejet Classics, you

will reccive unless your dues arce paid before the end of this yvear (1998). You
will then be dropped [fom the association. It is decision time for some of wvou.
e o i T o o s = R

L — — —— s —

HEADS UP!
The registration form for the twelith reunion of the -86 Sabre Pilots ﬂ
Association, April 18-22, 1999, is part of this issue ol Sabrejetr Classics.
Please use this form o register [or the coming reunion since there will
__not be any other forms malled.

— =

—————— .

SOMETIMES WL FLEW
WANTED - PHOTOS AND INFORMATION 1 fe bl
1#.]&':_7'1}’[' F-860/L OPERATIONS IN AR A Fighter Pilot's Tall Tales
DEFENSE COMMAND, ESPRCIALLY LOOEIMG _ b}' Dan Drucn
FOR COVERAGE OF THE LISAF ROCKETRY A book of 42 siories aboul lghter pilots -
MEETS HELD AT YUMA BETWEEN 1953 AND action, adventure, comedy, the "wild blue!
1957, FOR THE SUMMER 1999 ISSUE QF as only fighter pilots know i1l $14.95 per
SABREJET CLASSICS, CONTACT LARRY copy. plus $2.00 shipping. Orders and
DAVIS, BEDITOR, SABREJET CLASSICS, 4713 pavments 10 DAN DRUEN, Attn: SOMETTMES
CLEVELAMD MW CANTON, OH 447049 ] WE FLEW, 3174 Canbridgeshire St, Las

i
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Cross
Country
With 'GEB’
by James 'Skinny' Mclennan

Wie launehed Trom Ss vasase asa Wigha of s F-Rbiis, Boand

e Willy Maich dWillians AER, ALY near Phoeniy, " Garbage

||-l.'|.k_':-1 Rikler iy the 1ead. We s I‘I.I'|.|.EI||:"|I a T |,,||_I||||||_ HEOp b
seobl ALK Buot o areivisl al Secit, we were Iiformad the icld
with Closedd ok fel e lle doe e T Ty o e ||:||'|||_ FHWiEs,
SR imTorrod gl e thad wel take che sl panws and
Bmal s wans Aind thi™s cxsoctly whin we digd?

I Hase Ops we rap indoe ood second obsiacle, The Adedromm
COFTReer, w e vadily fesbosrmmisd ws Thall s awe e giniing powba,
"0 B i% clased v jet brafficl” Bieo T0R ooked Bim vighn in
e abyie gl madd, et i the Goagendb B st can willeh ws
take ol The stenned Afrdrome O0eer did as "G wadd - he
willr e,

tiar climby v 108K deer, our el cposs-sowil iy i
ftituader, ek whonnn 240 mimmates, AL this alipgugde, we J.r'll..!'ll k=l
ERTE, w T g s a0 KT TAS WETH 2EKT gallon adrap
1anks, frasdmieim rurge Wan et 1,000 mddes. Mo seds seldoin
planned pore thwey P depessding on adae winads, 1le e
enren b s s iy an Beur aed o Bslf oo pwn howes. Arvilog
ek and we reslly stneted sk ing Tuel.

Wi pavigsted bopween rindio Bracons usingg the ADE, which was
foss peliinhle 00 vheir were any thunderboomers ghour, A esich
fia, e pave o radlo posigion report which ineleded an extimate
of oo arrival ar che nesy st 10 was all dene inoour head, We
Tiaed o calewlators, compolers, o even s an aaiopilol wow o
vontld sse o peicil sl pagpelt B 010 g s dor easier, We Trad
Iacarb installed, which wias more peliable amd gave s both
distanee aned heading e ar Troem 1he station,

S e e weere Al S DI feet, aluser an ovceregel, with skl
SO weates of fod D, GEY called Oklahoma Sy Conceol 1o
1ol them "W boven't croompf ges 1o ges 0 Wi He took shekr
supgesbion toogp 1o Alius AR which swasn'y 1on lar away,
Switeling o Alvaes Approwch Copul, they slormed ws 1had
Ve woegihies wis Ve (SHTIN Thes warre 1'|::|'|:-1.-e'ri|1|_!_ skl 13-4 0%
snad wpr woomald Jaae Lo Bold 21 Ve fax lor and Booe Belore 1hes
woull clear ux lor e approach. TGRS calmly pedls 1l oo
pralilepm.”

Mo o readly evarlused, Flosw can we Bl Jor o hour with
less than 30 mimotes of gast As we Bl e i, "GEY cplled
Approa b Conteol and annogpces than we will careel the (1R
wrnd Dot dowe VTR, W eol] upside dow iy into oosplic 5, clange o
B regueses | pdonge aieight desen Inve the sougy For oser
W s,

WLl el wlebiverer wivwindiog a0 brisihepech spaod, T leel a4
Sl Gndlate ay GRS starrs Bis pell-om, 'me hanpine on lor dear
Tl Bain s peling the comepsy ds we break out @ 5000 T,
B np sl e 375 KOS Dave mile from the end ol (b ramsy,
CLHE valls e Sikbres o e bBreak for Jull siop Iandln.l:ﬂ-!'
And the Wwer calimly responded "Cleared 1w lapd.” That nipht
b O-Cluly by, "GET ol World War £ Mustang stories 1l
thes clascd, Al sont ke s 202 1 Defieyed wllal ghaeml

d% Sy %Hfm

and & Happy New Year

flay D13 Lhristmas card  confiesy ol

.?Fr‘ far j'i..-lf!-n
_..-#.FE. mir‘f'tl

Hiclk Bivees.

(anynne with milier F-He Clieistmds daeds a6 ssked o lorwand hrem oo Bditor, Sabrelen Classies. 4713 Cloveland sve HW,

tianien, Ol 4470

lor us* In
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WITD 15 17 These moa photos were sent 1o the Bdivor many vears age, with ne description or identification as-to
who the pilot of "Kentuchy Bifle” is or what unit the F-860 s from. The only data known aboul both photos was that
they were taken at the 1956 Air Poree Worldwide Rocket Moot held ar Vineent AFR, Yuma, Arizona,
Anyvone with information abour the pilen or F e shown 1s ashed fo contact the Lditor, Sabrefer Clissics plans a
larpe article on the Yuma Rocket Mests, amd would like to hear (romm any mem e sha bas information and/or photbos
or color slides ol the aireraft and crews that participated in the Yuma meets, Please conlact your Sabeefer Classics
Cadivor, Larry Davis, 4713 Clevelamd Avel NW, Canton, OH 44709, (33034934122 01 e-mail =Rabre Clsx@aoleom=

IT'S COMING!!
12th Sabre Pilots Reunion
18-22 April, 1999
at the Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Vegas.
Make your plans NOW!!

SabrejJet Classics P
PO Box 97951 U5, POSTAGE
las Vegas, NV 89193 PAID

CAMTOM, OH
FERKIT MO &2

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED



