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HEADS Up!!
Make sure you notice the date
change for the '99 Reunion!
flit's 18-22 April, 1999, and
follows right on the heels of
the Rivers Rat Reunion. See
ou there!
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Subirefer Classhos b5 published three tmes o v, BExir copics of
Sabreferclassios can be ordered ot 3400 per copy, providing coples
A SHI N stock Since this 15 an A valuniedr, mon-profitonganization,
e will e pe maonctar reimiursement [or sulmitied materials.




THE PRESIDENTS
NOTEBOOK

Since the recent deaths ol F-806
Sabre Pilots Association President
Bob Asheralt and Secretary Jerry
Weiland, your association has been
working hard to meet the daily
challenges and to 11l the vacancies,
In the meantime, please forgive any
delay in getting membership
packages to new members, or o
responding to your correspondence,
We expect to be back in afterburner
in shorr order.

The staff of Sabre]er Classics is
publishing three great issues every
vear., That's only possible because
you, our members, are providing the
material needed by Editor Larry
PDavis and his swafl 10 make the
articles as complete and accurate as
possible. For that, we thank you!
AND DON'T STOP! We've had soime
complaints over the years, that we
devote too much time and space to
the Korean War. If that's true, it's
simply because we've received many
more stories about that turbulent
time in our history.

But we've also had some terrific
yarns about other times in the
history of the F-86 Sabre and her
pilots. Remember, everyone has at
least one story to tell. Why not
share your story with all the
members, not just your hanger
buddies that flew with you. Besides,
they've probably heard that yarn an
least a dozen times already. Pul
YOUR story down on paper, [t
doesn't have 1o be fancy, and mail it
to Larry Davis, along with any
photas or color slides you might
have., Don't worry about polish,
Larry and his gang will shine it up.

Collecting dues is a problem shared
by all associations such as ours.
Reluctantly, en 1 June 1998, we
were [oreced o drop 63 members for
non-payment of dues. That really
hurts. Elesewhere in this issue
we've included guidance on how and
when to pay vour dues. Please heed
this and send your checks on a
timely basis. Don't be left out! The
issue of Sabre)et Classics that you
miss will surely be the issue that
is about vour squadron and friends,

MAang this line of thought, this is
the right time to recruit new
members for the F-86 Sabre Pilows
Assaciation. The next reunion is

BREAKING NEWSI!!

As we go to press, it has just been announced that we have a new
President of the F-86 Sabre Pilots Association. Following the untimely
death of President Bob Ashcralt, Colonel Bruce Hinton will lead our
" organization through the 1999 reunion. At that reunion a new election
of officers will be held. The date 17 December 1950 was a very bad day
for the MiG drivers at Antung. For it was on that day that the F-806
Sabre first appeared in the cold blue skies over North Korea. And on
that mission, (then) Lt. Colonel Bruce Hinton, commanding Detachment
'A', 4th FIG at Kimpo, scored the first victory by a Sabre pilot over a
MiG. His leadership in that war is legendary. We are fortunate to have
him lead our organization today.

now firm for 18-22 April 1999, at
the Monte Carlo Hatel in Las Vegas,
and they'll want to be there. For
those of you in the River Rats
Assoclation, our F-86 reunion
begins on the day the Rats Reunion
ends. So plan on staying in Vegas
and attend both reunions. WOW!
What a week that'll bel,

As you've read, many MlAs from the
Korean War have never been
accounted for. But that may change.
We've been asked by the US Air
Farce Missing Persons Branch to
publish a request in this issue,
concerning any knowledge you may
have about Korean War MlAs. Give it
some  thought! Anything you
remember might be the key 1o
linding one of aur lost comrades,
Additionally, vou can help spread
the word and get others interested
in this problem. It is of great
importance to all of us, but most
importantly 1o the families of the
MlAs.

Lastly, our thoughts are with the
families of Bob Asheralt and Jerry
Weiland, as well as all others that
have MNown their final mission.

Dee Harper
Chairman of

the Board

Good Luck and Thanks, Pintail Red!




A Letter To The Editor

=

In 1994, when we took over publication of Sabrejet Classics from the Sabre Jet
Historical Society, Founder Rick Mitchell gave us some great advice. In the midst
of the changeover, Rick suggested that we not let Lon Walter get lost in the
shuffle. Rick advised me that Lon was a retired Brigadier General, with the
finest writing and editing sKills of anyone Rick had encountered in his eleven
years of [reelance wriling. Rick noted that lLon, who also functions as an
associate editor for the Fightertown web page, was responsible for a large
measure of the polish and professionalism which had characterized the
magazine in the past.

Fortunately, we followed Rick's advice, and brought Lon aboard the Sabrejet
Classics editing staff. Lon’s writing skills and attention to detail, have helped to
maintain Sabrejet Classics ‘as a top notch publication. Knowing that Lon would
not approve of such open praise, he was not permitted to edit this letter. It's
appearance in this edition of Sabrejet Classics will surely come as a complete
surprise. Thanks for all the hard work, Lon! From the mail 1 have received over
the past few years, I know our members appreciate the great service you have
rendered our association.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Re: Harrison R. 'Harry' Thyng

Harry Thyng is my father. He died
14 vears ago. I'm sorry to say that
there is no street, no monument, and
no testimony to his achievements,
Perhaps you have read some of the
few words written about him.

[t is my purpose to not let him be
lorgotten. | intend to see his story
teld. | must. And yvour members can
help. Many members of the Sabre
Pilots Assn. flew with my father.
They knew him. They fallowed him

Flamm 'Dee' Harper
Chairman ol the Board

to the Yalu, or when he dove his
Spitfire on the Abbeyville Boys, or
when he attacked the japanese
mainland.

Help me find the people who knew
him and what he did. Anyvone that
knows anything about Harry Thyng,
please contact Col. |James R, Thyng,
LSAF Ret., Redhird farm, 131 Eawan
Rd, Pittsfield, NH 03263, or call
collect (GO3)435-6879,

I thank You
James R, Thyng

FOLDED WINGS

James G. Griswold, September 1996
Harold R. Lagasse, April 17, 1998
Alan R. Ostby, October 26 1994

Gerald R. 'Jerry' Weiland, May 2nd 1998 |
Secrelary, F-86 Salne filols Hidociation

Member Earl ]. Collins advised vour
Ediror thar the pilots flying the
417th FBS F-86Fs on the front cover
of issue 6-1, were Coleman Baker
{FU-656), with Charles Vasiliadis
on his wing.

Thanks Earl!




CDIUN[I RGB["R'] G. ASIICIU&IT USAF (RETIRED)
PRESIDENT, G9-86 SARRE PILETS ASSOCIATION

FINAL FLIGHT:

Bab Asheraft was born on a farm near Goodlew, Texas,
March 28, 1933, He had three brothers and threc
sisters. He decided to leave the small north Texas
cammunity (1995 population 205) after he graduated
from high school, and set out on his own to see the
UsA, He said later, "1 bounced arcund for awhile, and
went where work, maoney, Tun and games were
attractive,”

Bab joined the Air Force in 1353, and began his long
and distinguished career. Starting as an armament
and electronics technician, Bob soon came to the
canclusion that he'd prefer to fly the airplanes than
fix them. He was accepted into the Aviation Cadet
program in 1954, and won his wings on March 14,
1955,

Second Licutenant Asheraft then went 1o Nellis AFB
for the first time, to be trained in the F-86. It was an
cvent-filled assignment, for he met his lifelong
companion, Joy. As has happened so often in Air Force
families, they were soon separated, and Bob was off o
Osan AB, Korea {and F-86s), for a remote tour in 1955.
When he returned home in 1956, it was to George AFB,
California, There he was one of the pioneer pilots who
flew the F-100 and F-104.

JANUARY 27, 1998

He went next to Wheelus AB, Libya, as Chief of Stan-
Bval for the F-100, then returned 1o George in 1964 as
part of the re-activation cadre for the 8th Tactical
Fighter Wing, He was assigned to the 433rd Tactical
Fighter Squadron ("Satan's Angels"). The 8th deployed
te Ubon, Thailand in 1965, and Balb llew his first 100
combat missions over Laos and Vietnam.

Now a combat veteran, Bob came back to Nellis in 19606
to attend the F-4 Fighter Weapons School, He
graduated with honors and was selected to stay on as a
4525th Fighter Weapons Wing test and evaluation
project pilot and manager. Bob's reputation resulted in
his selection o be part of the elite "TAC 85" study
agroup. As usual, he did an outstanding job, and was
assigned to Tactical Air Command Headquarters as
Chiel of Advanced Requirements Branch. There he
played a key role in developing the requirements for
the F-16 fighter,

Alr War Callege was his reward for a job well done at
TAC, and while at AWC, he completed Bachelor of
Science degree requirements and graduated Summa
Cum Laude from Troy State University,



But there was one more combar assignment in Bob's
future, He went back to Southeast Asia as commander
of rthe 421st Tactical Fighter Squadron ("Black
Widows") at Udorn, Thailand. His leadership and
experience helped forge a mostly inexperienced group
of aircrews into an effective fighting loree.

Bob's last assipnment, as was his frst, was 1o Nellis,
as DCS Operations for the USAF Tactical Weapons
Center Range Group. He retired from the Air Force in
February 1979, and said at that time that he had
twenty six good years and no regrets,

Many things can be said of Bob Asheraft, He was a
proud American who loved his family. He was a fighter
pilet's fighter pilot, a patriot, a hero, and a God-
fearing man. Not the least, he was very proud to serve
as President of the F-86 Sabre Pilots Association. This
article is but a capsule glimpse at the life of Bob
Asheraft, The following verse is dedicated to him, and
to his many comrades who have served their country
with honar:
Far being one of the anointed,
He has gone 1o the secret place,
A place so holy that a man can only go on wings -
And only once -
And anly alone,

He is survived by his wife foy, a son fohn, daughters Sherrie and Tina, and six grandchildren. His fepion of
friends and members of the Sabre Pilots Association share their grief and mourn our loss.

Keep rocking yvour wings Bob. We'll be joining up.

SABRE REUNIONS

4TH FIW 1998 REUNION
SEPTEMBER 24-27, 1998
AT THE RAMADA INN
COLORADOSPRINGS, CO
CONTACTE. GENE BOSSARD
PRESIDENT, 4TH FIG ASSN.
(941)283-9627

18TH FBW ASSN. 3RD REUNION
OCTOBERS-11,1998
ALL FORMER MEMBERS (WW2, KOREA,
VIETNAM)

FORT WALTON BEACH, FL
CONTACT ED SLOWN, 299 5. BAYSHORE
DR, VALPARAISO, FL 32580, (850)678-

7284, OR E-MAIL: TLAJVIE@AOL.COM
OR PAUL KNISS, PO BOX 350, JACKSON,
WY 83001, TEL: (307)733-8077

CLASS 55-H REUNION
CONTACTTOMWEEKS,
(800) 231-1056

330th/331st FIS
October 11-14, 1998,
San Antonio, TX
Contact Charles Kern,
513 Rua De Mata,
San Antonio, TX 78232-1115

WANTED - INFORMATION AND PHOTOS OF
USATLE F-86 AIRCRAFT AND CREWS,
CONTACT DAVID MENARD, ASC. EDITOR,
SABREJET CLASSICS, 5224 LONGFORD RD,
DAYTON, O 45424(513)236-8712

O

39th FS Assn, (includes 40th & 41st FS)
Ww2 and Korea
October 14-18, 1998
at Ft. Walton Beach, FL
Contact: John Dunbar, 68 Marianne Rd,
Waltham, MA 02154
(617)893-T585

CONFEDERATE AIR FORCE
AIRSHO 98
Midland International Airport, Texas
October 3-4, 1998
For More Information
1-800-CAF-SHOW

51st FIW Reunion
(1949-1956)

San Diego, CA, September 23-27, 1998
contact - Clio Moralez, 51st FIW Assn.
PO Box 411, Ramona, CA 92065-4078,
ph.(760)788-0709

WANTED - Information and/or
photos/slides of F-105 Thunderchief
operations from Korat and Takhli.
Material to be used for an combat operations
history of the F-105. Especially in need of
1964-1965 material from anyone that was
TDY, Contact Larry Davis, Editor,
Sabrefet Classics, 4713 Cleveland Ave NW,
Canton, OH 44709, (330)493-4122




Caplain  James [0 Jabara,

Eimpi

AR 19510 {eredit - LsAF)

The First Ace Is Crowned

by Captain James J. Jabara
334th FIS, Suwon AR, 20 May 1951

The following account is based on the after-action report of Captain James [. fabara, 334th FIS, Suwon AB, 20
May 1951

It was Sunday, 20 May 1951, wnd Jistory was about 1o be made,
Back home the tolks watched Bddie Lopat win his Tth game in a
row Tor the Yankees, who were leading the American League as
wsual, The National League was led by Brooklyn's Dodgers.
Peaple were watching Van Johoson in the theaters, as he led
the Jupunesc-American 442nd RCT in the movie "Go lor
Broke”, while Hobert Mitchuom was chasing Ava Gardner in the
film "My Forbidden Past”,

But at Suwan AR, (e mon of the dth FIG were about o take ofl
inter history, 1 was the alternoon mission, w MG swoeep over
Sinuiju, 4 Mights of Oowith 4 'spares’. LeCol, Brouce Hinton led
PINTALL ABLE [light with Col. Herman Schmid, Capt. Sam
Pasecreta, TALL Paal Bryee, Capt "Mo® Pits, and 1700 Rudy
Holley, PINTAIL BAKER was led by Capt, Max Wedll, with 170
Jalin Ironmonger, Capt, Ray Janeczek, 1700 Howard Miller,
1A Ward 1, and Capt, Dale Hodson.

AWNING ABLE Might was made up ool LLCol Ben Emmert, 1700
Bill [hrig, Capt. Milon Nelson, 1700 fames Denmison, 1700
"Hoot' Gibson, and 1700 Lon Walter, AWRNING BAKER was led
by Capt, [.O. Roberts, with 1000 John Hungerford on his wing;
Capt. Jim Jabara led the second dlement, with 1701 Jack Kemp
as his wingman; Capt, "Sandy! Hesse and 1700 Stan Ahrends
made up the third element. 1/01s, Hubert Shackleford, Dick
Panter, Bobbie Lee Smith, and Phil Janney Qew ‘spare’,

Abhout 15 miles 5B of Sinuiju, a fight was starting to take
shape, Baker 3 and 4, Jim Jabara and Jack Kemp, had jusi
dropped their tanks when two things aveured. First, Jim's
right wing tank did not drop. And second, they sighted a large
gaggle of Migs in their arca. Orders were that any airplane

with tunks that wouldn't drop, especially one with only ome
tank that didn't drop, was (o immediately depart the area and
head for home. But this might be Jim Jabara®s last mission, amd
b wasn™t going 1o let one hung tank interfere with his
possibly making ace.

Jim Jabara: - "We heard Col Himon call ot "many bandits
crossing the river”. We were still approaching the area, coming
up on the west coast 1o the mouth ol the river, Col, Emmert
ordercd us to "Drop tanks!” just as we made landlall. As we
approached Sinuoiju, 1saw aliout 12 Migs, which wurned and

Jim Jabara and his always present cigar, hands  his
helmet to his crew chicl ot Suwon in the Spring of
1951, Jabara gat his [rest kil on 3 April 1951, (credit -
larry [avis)
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several pilots mull over the days events next o Jim Jabara’s F-86A (ollowing the mission that crowned 'Jabby' the Worlds
First let Ace. Note the right drop ank, which hung up as Jabara eniered combatl thar lateful day, In the foreground with
fis chute still on, is Capt. ‘Hom' Gibson, who would ‘be the third ace In Korea. (eredit - Leo Fourpler)

started toward us, 1t was then that 1 potieed that my fight tank
hadn't dropped.”

" We were at about 27,0000 They were high, maybe 3000" above
us. The Migs continued closing as we turned into them. Two of
the Migs Tired on us as we Closed inoa head-on pass, 1 Nred and
missed as we passed cach other. They missed and overshot
badly. 1 tried to turn and get on their wilo But with that righn
wank still *hung', | couldn’t get into any kind of pasition, That
tank really serewed me on that puss.”

"kKemp called to tell me about 3 more at our 5 o'clock, geting
into position, That made twelve of them o the two o s, As
these three Migs overshot, Kemp and | eranked her around and
broke into them. | picked out the ne, 3 MIG, which seemed to be
shighndy hebind the ovher vwo. The Mg went imo o vonstant Jefy
turn, and we went round and round lor awhile."

"Avabout 25,0000 [ started 1o pull within range, | fired once,
then again, The second burst caught the Mig right below the
covckpit, throosh vhe wing root, and across the et wing. 1
suddenly burst into Mames, did a couple of snap rolls, and
went into a spin. | could see him the whole time because he wus
wrailing heavy black smoke.”

" Rept waiching i and theught Wowas going wopo sivaiehn in,
But at abowt 10000, the MG Teveled our just for a minul-{_-, and
| saw the pilot bail out, The MiG then just exploded. | don't
think there was a big piece of it left at all. | made a pass at the
pilot with my camera ralling, | almost hit him when | bent
dowin o tarn on e camera, a0d had o pull up v avedd Wi He
wits twirling in the ‘chute, and all dressed in black.”

"We were down o about 7 000" when the MiG exploded. Jack
and [ started o climb back to altitude, Abowt 20,000 1 spotted
O omore MiGs - toar in oo Pagervip formatien, and vwo more
trailing. Somewhere in the climb Kemp and [ had seperated. |
don't know where he was, They were in a left wrn and
evidently didn’t see me at all. | pulled in behind the number 6
MG and fred,”

"I'he first four Migs dove down and away, The guy | had staked
out just kept climbing straight ahead. His leader was also

Jabara demonstrates how he scored one of his kills o
1/LTs Hampton Miller (1) and Bl Yancey (r). (credic -
1I5AF)

The World's First v Ace is crownped - 20 May 1951,
Capt, Jlm Jabara, [llying F-806A #49-1319, Is
congrotulated by Capt. Wick Farrell (ceower] and the
crew chiel (r) SGT Joe Hellin, {credit - Iry Clack)




Pl ~f 3 — H=
L. 'Gene' “II)"L}' and Maj. I'd Flewcher carey Jim Jabara
away [rom his airplance following the twin kills  he
seared on 20 May 1951, Jabara would score 9 more
times in 1953 during hils second wur, (credit - USAEF)

nowhere (o be seen, and 1 figured he would be coming back ar
me. | had to keep one eye aut for him, and the other on the Mig
ahead of me”

"My MG was still climbing and probahly would have gotien
awity il he'd comtinued. But he suddenly dove down to the Jeft,
1 had no trouble catching up with him, | started shooting as
soon as | got within ronge. [ got several good steikes, | don'
know whether lie was on {ive or il he Damed oot But he was
pouring white smoke out of his wilpipe.”

*1 pvershot him right away, and he started a ween, Well, sort o
a spiral - hall spin, hall spiral o the left 1 looked around 1w
see i1 anyhody was on my ail, and put on my speed brakes. |
kiew e was introuble, and | wanted wosee il he was going 1o
hit. | tollowed him down o GROO% | think he was on fire, but
I'm not sure hecause he was smoking like mad. e had
definitely lamed out, going very slow, maybe 170 knots,”

“all of o sudden, there was popping all around me, There were
Migs back there, and they were shooting at me! | broke real
hard ta the 1eft, as hard as | could, pulled in the brakes and
put on (ull power, | couldn't do much more than 500 koots
hecause the airplane was very hard to control, | had 1o use
both hands on the stick, It kept wanting 1o dip down o the lelt,
probably becuase af the hung right tank. Every time | would
straighten out, the Migs would shoot at me. Those reddish me
tracers wore coming awlully close.”

“Above me, a pair of F-86s were heading for home, IUwas "Ma!
Fitts and Budy Holley, Pits called Holley gut the radio and
said "There's an F-86 down there getting bounced by two
Mics" 1 said "1 know it too damned welll” and Pins called me
and asked who the pilot was, | must have been in a 10-6G turn
when | hollered into the radio " Janabbhbaaarrraal” Mo then said
“Call us if vou need helpl” And | ealmly replied that | could
SUPE USE 50Ime now.”

| kept breaking, then building up my air speed and breaking
apain. Mo and Holley came down and Holley started fiving on
the Mits, One of the MiGs hroke [or the river. But the other
was intent on getting me. He nearly had me now, and was
closing the gap the whole time. Holley and Pitts pulled in
behind the Mig that was behind me”

done by artist Troy

A p.unhng |:-1' "lahh}a Big Day”
Wiite, showing the hung right drop tank, A litho of Jim
Jubara's Ace Day is available from the artist, Troy White
at Stardust Stusios, 612 N, Salisbury Ave., Deland, FL
227 ).

“Yalley pot off a couple of good hursts, hitting the MiG in the
fuselage, The Mig started to smoke and dove away from us,
heading straight for the Yalu, None of us could chase him
down, even though he was erippled, as we were all way below
Bingo'. We joined up and headed back o Suwon., landing on
lumes.”

The score (or the day was live Damaged - Pitts, Holley, Weill,
laneczek, O, Boberts; one Proballe by 'Hoot' Gibson, and
thiree victories - Lu Milton Relson and two by Caplain James |
Jahara.

The two by Jabara were his Sthoand Gth, making him the lirst
are in the Korean War, and the {irst jer vs, jet ace in history.
Jabara's toral was 6 Kills, 1 Probable, and 4 Damaged, When
Jabara landed at K-14, there was a croud waiting for him,
mostly his fellow pilots and ground crew, Almost as soon as
Jim climbed out of the cockpit, Col, John Meyer, 4th Group
Commander awarded him the Distinguished Flying Cross.
Later, in his private oftice, he chewed Jabara's bun for
violming orders with regards 1o having a "hung' tank.

v arder of 5th Air Foree, Jabara was sent home on the 22nd,
He flew first to Johnson AR, Japan. Or rather he was flown 1o
[hnsen by C-54, Air Force had their first ace and they
weren't taking any chances, Upon his retorn 1o the 21, Jim was
initially assigned o the Hg & g Squadron, USAF,
Washington. Air Force wanted him to be an instructor and
show the other pilots bound for Kored, how it was done. Bal
[abara would retom in 1954, much 1o the dismay ol the Mig
pilots, Thes'd already had enough of Caplain James |, Jabara,




RECOLLECTIONS OF
JIM JABARA

by LON WALTER

As a rent mate of Captain James |, Jabara's at K-13
(Suwon) on 20 May 1951, | had a ringside sear 1o the
events that took place that day, But Tirst, a little
backeround:

Our eight-man tents usually had fewer than that
number of cccupants, but seldom less than six, | recall
only four other oceupents of the 'A' Flight tent -
Captain Milten L. 'Nellie' MNelson, the flight
commander; First Lieutenanr Dris P “Flash' Gordon,
First Licutenant lames ). "Denny’ Dennison, and Jim
Jabara, known as '|Jabby' 1w his friends. Jabby's cort
was located in the northwest carner of the tent. Corner
Incations afforded a tiny bit more privacy. Nellie had
the southwest corner. Jabara was not technically a
member of 'A' Flight, or even assigned 10 1the 335t
Sguadron. He was officially assigned to the 33410
Squadran, But because he had four victories, and the
334th had rotared back to Jahnson AB, Japan, |abby
was ‘altached' w the 335th in hopes that he would get
his Ath kil theceby making Wim America’s first Ace
af the Korean War,

| remember Capraing Jabara as a pleasant and quier
rent mare. He kepr a photopraph of his wite, Wina, on
the small rable next to his cot. He was alwaws
considerate of others (very important in close quarter
living like we had in Korea), and was well liked and
accepted by all.

To illustrate the sort of leadership he had, | recall
flying on his wing an a mission a few days before he
became an ace. We had flown to the Yalu, and patrolled
the south bank without secing any MiGs - except the
anes parked on the ramp at Antung across the river.
As we returned home, Captain [abara and | were
cruising southbound at about 30,000 feer between
Sinanju and Pyongyang, when | spotted a lone, swept-
winged aircralt speeding in the opposite direction at a
much lower altitude - a M0 neading for Anrtung. |
called the sighting ta Jabby, and he replicd, "1 daon®
see him. You check him out. I'll take your wing.” |
called to drop tanks, and we did a split5 to 1y and
avertake the bogey, But we reached 'Bingo' fuel before
we could carch him, Understand bere that this MIGHT
have been Jim's filth kil, making him an ace, vet he
selflessly allowed me w0 lead the pursuit.

On 20 May 1951, | recall the excitement when Jabby
taxiied his airplane to & stop. He was immediately
surrounded by well-wishers. He had just gotren his
fifth and sixth kills. It was mass confusion, with brass
and pews people everypwbere all wanting 1o talle with
Jim. 'Flash' Gordon and | went back 1o our tent o awail
Jabby's return. When he came in, he had a grin that
was a4 mile wide, and proudly accepred our
fandshakes,

After only a lTew minutes of relaxation, a majar
wearing 4 starched upiform, entered and identilied
himself as a public information officer (PIO) from
Headguarters, LSAF He wld Jabby that he had flown
his last mission. He was wrong however, because
Jabara came back for a second tour and more than

{l=rp 1/LTs. Denny Densison, 'Jack’ Kemp and ‘'Gene’
lealley, 2t Johnson AR, Japan in 1951, Jack Koemp was
Jabara's wingman on A0 May 1951, while Gone Holley
vhased a MG ol jabara's il during e Baby foredit -
Lo walter)
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The "Greater "A" Flight' tent at Suwon in 1951, with
the Korcan houseboy in the doorway. Some plush digs,
eh? Flight ¢rew members lived and [ew  together in
Korea. (credit - Dick Merion)

doubled his victory total, Jim was going home to be
hailed as history's first jet ace!l He alse warned him
that lie would be living in a fishbowl, and his life
wouldn't be his own any longer. He was now a national
hero. This had a profound effect on everyone in the
tent, and it was with heavy hearts that we bade
farewell 1o Captain Jim Jabara later that day. | don't
even think he got to fly an F-86 back o japan, having
to settle for a ride in a C-54.

My own role on that fateful mission (20 May) was
undistinguished, and I've thought about it many times
over the past 46 years. During the mission briefing,
Lt. Col. Ben Emmert, the 335th Squadron Commander,
had stressed that we could expect a big fight when we
pot near the Yalu. Man, was he ever right! Because of
this, he said he didn't want anyone to take a 'sick
bird' bevond Pyvongvang. He didn't want any pilot
warrying about the condition of his aircralt in a big
fight. | had never aborted a flight, and fgured |
definitely wasn't going to start THAT day! | rhink |

A pair of 4th FIG F-BbAs leave the telliale black smoke
plume ol the (47, as they leave the PSP orunway at
Tacgu in 1951, (credic - USAF)

was Awning Able 6, flying on 'Hoot' Gibson's wing. As
we climbed out from Suwon, it was a beautiful day. We
could hear on the radio that the festivities had already
started at the Yalu. The Pintail flights (336Gth
Squadron) were heavily involved. There were many
Migs in the air that day.

Approaching Pvongvang, | made a check of the cockpit
instruments, Nuts! The EGT (Exhaust 'Gas temperature
or tailpipe temperature) gauge was pegged to the max,
As | tapped the face of the dial, the needle dropped 1o
zero. Then it started wandering all over the dial. Now
the EGT was a critical reading of a jet engines
performance, since in combat, our throttles were
usually 'fire-walled’ at 100% rpm, and an abnormally
high EGT would require a threttle reduction. That was
something vou didn't want with a MiG-15 on your taill
Without the EGT gauge, I'd have no way of detecting an
impending overheat, Either | had a bad gauge, or
something had happened in the tailpipe to cause the
weird readings | was getting.

The Might line at Kimpo AR in 1951, The B-2% in the background had made & forced landing at Kimpo and was then used
as the "engine shop', with only a tarp over the wing to shield the troops from the cold Rorean wind, {credit - AWM)
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"The Ceegar Kid"., Major [ames Jabara studjes a4t mag
during debriclfing after his 1¥th wvictory in 1953,
Jabara linished the war with 15 victorles, (credin
Larry Duvis)

| was some kinda POed. But like a good soldier, | gave
Hoot the pre-arranged hand signal that Lwas returniog,
to K-13, Hoot remained with the rest of the [Tight,
tacking on a5 a 'solo’ with Nellie Nelson and Denny
Dennison.

All the way back ta Suwan, and even after | had
landed, | listened on the radio to the progress of the
big Might. | realized that | had missed what might be a
historic mission. | could have cried, and maybe | did.
[t did turn out ta be a bad gauge. Ever since then, I've
wished | had just ignaved thar silly gauge. If U'd had
more time in the '86, | probably would have - | think.
Wwho knows? But | never aborted again. Bur then, |
never had a reason to do so.

In later vears, | saw Jim labara many times. He was
oneof those rare individuals who never forgot 4 name
ar 4 face, Once you were his rend; you were always
his friend. Although his life was cut short tragically
by an automobile accident in 1966, he accomplished

wany ather things after becaming the first jer ace. He

was the Operations OfTicer for the first B-58 Husrler

"The mailing label an all mail directed to the membership, shows the
date your dues expire. Dues are $25 for one year $50 for 3 years, and
$200 for a life membership. All dues payments are credited on the date
we deposit your check, and handled like a subscription to a magazine,
Paying dues is simple - just make out your check for the desired
amount, and in the memo block enter 'DUES', and then mail same to the

return address on the back cover of this magazine. It's not a difficult
H task." ' ||
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The scorchoard of labara’s F-B6F in June 1953 showing
1} wvicwories, 3 probables, and & damaged. (credi
Larry Davis)

wing. The B-58 was a true supersonic bomber,
techualogically well ahead of its time. | ran inte (then)
Colonel Jim Jabara in 1961 while he was with that
outfit. He told me of routinely flying the B-58 for 45
minutes at a speed of Mach 2! Even today, this
performance can only be matched by the SR-71
Blackhird and the Concarde. At the time of his death,
he was commander of the 31st Tactical Fighter Wing at
Homestead AFB, Florida, His next assignment was o
have been commander of the 3rd TFW at Bien Hoa,
South Vietnam.

As a sentimental end to this little account, in 1972,
when | was commander of the 31st TFW at Homestead,
my family lived in the last house occupied by Colonel
Jabara and his family. His name appeared on several
documents, and an the drapes left in the house by the
Jabaras. As a wing commander, | saw to it that a street
was named in his honor, and a beautifully painted F-
100 Super Sabre with his name on it, was placed on a
pedestal in front of the 31st headquarters building. |t
is indeed. a high honor w0 have known and flown with
James ). Jabara, History's First Jer Ace.




(MORE)
RECOLLECTIONS OF JIM JABARA

by Paul Kauttu

It was sometime in 1953, and | was telling war stories
at the O'Club at Nellis. |t was getting late, maybe a
little after 9 pm. My CO, Major Bill Whisner, came to
me and asked me if I'd do him a little favor. "Paul,
would you mind saddling-up a T-Bird (T-33), and
flying out to Travis to pick up Jim Jabara?" | asked
him when, and he replied "Now." In less than a half
hour, | was an my way to Travis AFE in California.

In very short order, | was soon on my way back to
Nellis with 'him' in the back seat. The 'him' was Major
James |. Jabara, first jet ace of the Korean War, He
stuffed his B-4 bag down between the two cockpits,
which promptly rendered my ejection seat inoperative.
But | didn't say anything. When we reached our
cruising altitude, about 20 grand for the short flight
back to Nellis, 1 pulled the power back 1o about 9G%,
But almost immediately | saw the thronle advance
back to full power. And | heard him mutter something
about hauling ass.

Shortly thereafter, the cockpit became polluted with
smoke, Quite obviously coming from a good quality
Cuban blend. Again, | said nothing, and we pressed on
to a smooth landing on runway 20 at Nellis. It was
about midnight. It had been a big event for me, and it
still is. Major James Jabara was truly one of a kind -
flamboyant, respected, friendly. Too bad the likes of
he, Whisner, Fernandez, and Kinchloe aren't able 1o
enjoy these later years. They're all greatly missed.

Major James |. Jabara at the debricling [ollewing his
12th wvictory on 18 June 1953, e would score three
more before the war ended, (credin - Larry Thavis)

AIR FORCE SEEKS FAMILIES OF KOREAN
WAR UNACCOUNTED FOR

The Department of Defense and the four military
services are mounting an intense public outreach
effort to locate family members of servicemen who
remain unaccounted for from the Korean War.

According to Tom Perry, Chief, Air Force Missing
Persons Branch, "We have begun to open some doors in
North Korea, and we need to re-establish contact with
the families of our unaccounted-for servicemen.”

As a result of two negotiated agreements, the US has
conducted four joint eperations inside North Korea
during 1996/97 to seek answers, locate and recover US
servicemens remains lost during the Korean War.,

In the four operations, the remains of what are
believed to be seven Americans have been recovered.
One has already been identified and returned to his
family for burial with full military honers.

Perry added, "As we're able ro obtain additional
circumstance of loss information, or recover remains
from North Korea, we'll need to inform the families.
Unfortunately, in some cases nearly 45 vears have
elapsed since the Air Force has had contact with many
of the families. We need to know who the primary
next-of-kin is to aid in future identifications. We
welcome any lead family members can give us."

Family members of any unaccounted-for Korea-era
servicemen are asked to provide their name, address
and relationship of their loved one as soon as possible
to the appropriate service casualvy office.

Air Force families can call toll-free (800}531-5501,
or write via e-mail <POW-MIA@HQAFPC.AF.MIL>. The
Army's toll-free number is (800)892-2490; Navy is
(800)443-9298; and Marines (8O0} 847-1597.

"We hope nur efforts in North Korea will result in
bringing closure to families who have sacrificed so
much for so long."

Member Ron Anderson flew Sabre Dogs with the #i1nd
1S, and has this license plaie on his car. Anyone else
hawve a personal plate rellecting his time in Sabresd
{eredit = Hon Anderson)
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GLIDING THE F-86

The Ultimate Range Extender

by Robert W. Smith

Fad, notes Boh Smith had & remackable carecr in the A Foroe, In Korea, he
destroved  wer Mites, with one prodsable and two dasagod. Helwoen wars,
Fr st o Waorhd Alritude Rocoed of F20,800 e in the NP-FOHA a0 Bdwards
AFHL During the Vielnam War, as  squadron comaraader i B=105s, he was
dawarded the Alr fvrce Cross, Heabso Bolds the Silvee Star, 5 P0Cs o 13 Al
Medals, Afer e retired from the Alr Fonce, be Rad g successtol twienty yvesir
career with the Martin Marsetta Compaay, He ds retired i Monoverde,
Flovicka, amdenjons golf and travelimg. The stony wivich follows s proseniod
in bwer paris Purt will appear in e Fall ssue of Sabrejet Classics,

You invited stories about the F-86H. And this is one
But | must preface it with a related tale fram a thousand
hours | enjoyed flying the F-864A, E and F. Only a fool
wottld tell this story, but 1've been judged worse, so here
goes, This foal Tlew more than 50 military aircraf
types, and never enjoyed any of them more than flying
the Sabre,

This F-86 story really began upon my graduation {rom
Class 50C at Williams AFB, Nying the F-80 Shooting
Star. [t was 24 June 1950, the day hefore the Korean War
started, Those of us who had orders to Japan were
reassigned stateside within days, | lucked out and went
tor the st Fighter Interceptor Group at March AFE, then
te Griffis AFB, where | spent a year and 340 flight hours
learning and enjoying the F-86A,

| alsa spent 20,000 feet learning to recover from a M
spin during my one and only flight in the F-51D
Mustang. This occurred after | intentionally entered a
normal spin for fun - only 1o have it become the dreaded
flat spin. All this because | had a full fuselage tank,
which [ later learned was 2 big no-no. | found owt
recovery is possible in the Mustang, bur only below
3,000 feer.

My pood (oriune with Sabre assignments then led to the
3351k Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 4th Fighter
Interceptar Group at Kimpo AB, Korea, and my first
combat tour. Although | ultimately sot two MIG Kills, a
probable and two damaged, | like to think that my record
would have been better except | lacked the eves of an
cagle, and not aggressiveness and gunnery skill, which
are the other traits of the great aces,

After a couple of weeks at Johnson AR, |apan, home
plate Tar the 4th, | joined the 335th at Kimpo (K-14).
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1T, Bab Smith, 41h PG, Kimpo AB 1951,
feredit - Rab Smith)

There, | was assigned to the tent of Captain Ralph 1,
'Hoot' Gibson, who showed the kind of leader he was by
always putting the new guys on his wing for their First
mission. Others might have done it differently, since he
was sa close 1o becoming the second jet ace of the war,
But not Heaot,

S0 there | was, on his wing, and we had cruised south of
the Yalu for quite a while, when | got my lirst look at the
awesome sight of a large (make that huge!) gaggle of MiGs
approaching in the cons. We jettisoned our empty tanks
and engaged the Migs. But before long | was a spectator
wateling Hoor shoot down a MiG. 1 was trying diligently
1o check our 6 o'clock while we were tracking the MiGs.
But | confess, | was fascinated by the sight of tracers
and the many, many hits on the Migs, They looked like
big sparklers 1o me. Watching a MiG kill for the first
time seemed almost surrealistic.
A Night of 4 F-86As from the 27th FIS in 1950, Bob

smith was assigned o the 27th FIS prior o pgoing Lo
korea, (credit - Bob Smith)




That MiG was history in no time, and Hoot closed on
another one and began hammering him. Scon, other MiGs
were cutting us off and closing to near liring range
behind me. | told Hoot about the MiGs clasing at our 6,
but he told me to let him know if 1 had to break off. The
lead MiG on my tail started shooting far enough out that
his 'golf ball' tracers were falling short. But he scon
closed the gap and lired a burst that passed right over
my right wing.

I'm sure he was using the Mig's big 37mm cannon,
because the red balls were so large, and the rate of fire
was slow, Right then, | called Hoot and told him that |
was breaking hard right. Then told him that all four
Migs were sticking with me! He asked if | needed help,
and pride and bravado prompted me 1o say that | could
handle it! | thought | could easily shake these birds,
However, we were near 'Bingo’ fuel, so | knew | had to do
it gquickly. We were high enough that | could make a
diving turn to gain a speed advantage as | had been
taught (the Sabre was much faster than the MiG in a
dive), pulling just enough g's to make it unlikely that
the Migs could draw a lead on me,

I pulled hard while holding aft trim, since my 'A’' model
was in the speed range where the elevator pulled like a
gigantic rubber band, but produced litle g response
unless you used elevator trim. Suddenly something
occurred that | had never encountered. | found my head
down in my lap as | felt many g's for an extended peried
of time. Because | didn't Teel the side load associated
with a snap roll, | have always surmised thar | had
runaway trim. And since | never used shoulder straps as
a wingman in korea, | lirerally could not look outside.

All my efforts to push the stick forward and retrim the
airplane, were useless. Although 1 was still concerned
about the MiGs, | finally extended the speed brakes,
pulled the threttle o idle, and found that | could raise
my head again. My Sabre and | were down o 4,000 leet,

LT, Hadlph . ‘UHoot' Gibson on the ramp 2l Suwon AR
in July 19501, "Moo’ bocame the 4th FIGs third joet ace,
getting his 5th MiG on 9 Seplember 19510 (credie - Leo
Fovurnicr}

FFIGHTER INTER g
SWIE ALLEY

I77. Bab Smith {center with can in both huands) and the
other members of the 335th FIS in the O-Club at Kimpo
in 1952, otherwise known as "SWIG ALLEY". (credit -
Berb Smith)

and we were climbing steeply somewhere between Anju
and Sinanju.

At this paoint | had real fuel problems and twurned
towards home as | continued to climb. And the four Migs
were still there! They now began a series of high-side
firing passes on me that looked like gunnery schoal, |
found that | now had very little roll response - slow and
slugpish, The Migs ook advantage of my vulnerability
and continued their passes. | couldn't understand why
they didn't just slip in behind me for an easy kill,
Maybe they didn't know my prablem, and didn't want to
force me 1o break.

This went on for what seemed an eternity, and |
continued working my way south. | tried to increase
their angle of attack by turning into them as best [ could
without varying oo much from my southerly heading. As
Elvis said, | was " all shook up", since my breaks were
so gentle, | thought each of their passes would be the
end of me. Suddenly my fear wrned o blind fury, and |
emptied my six .50s in aone long burst at the next MiG

An F-86A from the 335tk FIS on the ramp at  Johnson
A, Japan in 1951, The underwing fucl tanks in the
grass are 120 gallop ‘combar tanks'  specifically
developed for the P=86. (credit - Larry Davis)




F-BaAs :}I lhn' 4[!: Ilf. on Lhe erp :l.t ‘11.|.1-\nr.| in the e Hprinh ol I*Jlﬁl

The black and whttﬂ 5Lr|.p|_'u woere added to all 4uh

FIGy Sabres as a quick [13) marking since the Sabre and MG were similar in shape and size. The siripes were changed 1w black

and vellow in P952 (credit - HSAFE)

that passed in front of me. O course, it was futile,
because | wasn't able 1o get my sight on him until he was
long gone. To this day, | can visualize the .50 caliber
rounds tumbling out of burned-ocut barrels before the
last shot left.

Thank goodness, the Migs then left. While [ like to think
that they had had enough of that crazy American, the
truth is, they were probably also low on fuel. | climbed
toward home base until | had between 15 and 20 gallons
showing on the fuel gauge. Then | shut down the engine
to save those precious few gallons for the landing. 1 was
still over 175 miles back to k-14, and | starred the long
glide home. | knew it could be done as others had done it
before me.

However, that little bit of knowledge didn't make it any
casier on my nerves, As [ approached Kimpo, | called the
tower and told them of my sitwation. They didn't have o
clear the pattern as | was the last afrplane returning

1
A pair of F-86Fs with No. 2 bqun;ﬂmny;-nmh African Mr Fofce take off from Osan AB in 1953, The "Springhoks” were
Ly __h:.r Uruu.p* Nying hoth F-510% and Sabros, "&.mal .

attached o the 18th 'I-IgH

from the mission. At the right time, | made an air starr,
and landed after a long, straight-in approach. Bvervone
else had landed long ago, and Hoot had already written
me off!

Major Winton W, 'Bones' Marshall, the 335th FIs
commander, met me on the ramp and we inspected the
airplane. There weren't any holes, but that was the only
consolation. The wing stress plates were severely
damaged, And the ajlerons were so deformed that they
were physically binding. The resettable "Max G' needle
(removed on later airplanes) was pegged. If my memory
serves me (and it often doesn't anvmore), that was 12-14
g's. That mission began my use, or abuse, of power-off
cruise descents, In my own defense, | think | did betrer
on my next 99 missions, and even had the honor of
leading the wing on a mission as a first lieutenant,

- ta be continued -
=]

Jarry Davis




Two of the three R-86F "Havmaker' Sabres on the G7th TRW ramp at Kimpo in May 195350 All the Tsuiki-modified RIE-Bis
had horlrontally-mounted cameras that used o ser of mirrors to reflect the image back to the camera lens, Although  several
of the HE-860s retained their gun perts, none were actually armed sinee pun vibration could knock the mirrors out ol
adjustment. Plus FEAF didn't want s recan pilols oul chasing Mitist (credit - Larry Davis)

RIF-86F HAYMAKER
by Larry Davis

Towards the end of 1952, the 15th Tactical the blank gun panels. The mission profiles were

Reconnaisance Squadron sought authorization 1o re-
equip with newer aircraft. The F-86F was already in
service with both the 4th and 51st Fighter Interceptor
Groups, and new aircraft were arriving each day. North
American Aviation was working on a factory-built RF-
86, but it was still many months away. Far Bast Air
Material Command authorized a conversion ol several
F-2GT aircral 1o RF-86F under Preject HAYMAKER.
Several brand new F-86F-30 aircraft went to the
Tsuiki Rear Eehelon Maintenance Combined Operation
(REMCO) lacility in Japan after a short combat stint
with one of the groups in korea.

At Tsuiki, the aircraft had all armament, radars, and
the gun sight removed. A camera suite identical to that
al the ASHTRAY RF-86A was then installed, but using
K-14 cameras in place of the slower speed K-9s.
Again, the K-14s had 1o be mounted horizontally,
shooting through a mirror complex with an aperiure in
the bottom of the fuselage, The k-14 dicing camera was
now mounted between the two vertical cameras. As
with the EF-86A, the underside ol the forward
fuselape was bulged to cover the camera suite
installation. The Tsuiki REMCO facility built 3
HAYMARER RE-8GF-30s, serials 52-4330, -4357, and
4529,

The HAYMARER RF-8GF-30s began equipping the 15th
TRS at Kimpo in 1953, flying side by side with the
ASHTRAY aircraflt that remained in service. Once
again, the RF-86Fs were marked identical to aircraft
of the 4th FIG, including painting fake gun porls.on

identical to the RF-86A. Takeoll as Lead in a Might of
four 4th FIG F-86s. Near the target area, often north of
the Yalu River, the RF-86TF broke down and away from
the rest of the flight, The RF-8GF pilot would then
make a hizh Mach run over the target while the rest of
the [light orbited nearby.

The results of bath the ASHTRAY and HAYMAKER
programs were successful in spite of the shortcomings
of a 'Tield-maodified' installation. No HAYMAKER
aircraft were lost. In June 1953, the first North
American RF-86F produetion aircralt began arriving
in Korea. The factory-built aircraflt were a wvaslt
improvement over the HAYMAKER aircraft. Using all

Balph Newman  stands by one of the Tsuiki-built B
A6y in lute 1953 Tsulki modified 3 F-80Fs  identical
1y Lhe RE-%6A, with forward mowanted cameras that
shint through a mirror, (eredit - Balph Noewman)
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An HE-BOE from the 151h TRS owver Korea in May 1953, This aircrafl was orlginally an F-86F-30 Tighter bomber assigned o
the 18th FBG before being modiffed o an BE-BGEF ar Tsuiki REMOO factlby in carly 1953, (eredit - Bob Archibold)

suite, (credit - Cezie Niedermann)

Ozgiv Wiedérmann, North Amoerican Aviation Tech  Hep Phote recon in Korea was the job of the 67th TRW, i
at Eimpo in 1953, swands by one ol the [actory-built Rased at Kimpo, the 67th was made up of 1 2th THS K-
RE-860s, The bulged gun bay covered the camera hody s, 15th THRE RE-80s and RPF-86s, and the F2H-2p

and m magazine of dhe venpvdeally-mownied  camera Banshees of Ww)-t. (credine - Larey Davis)

the available information that was coming in daily MNorth American buiit 8 RF-8GFs for the US Air Foree |
from the pilots of the 67th TRW in Korea, North (serials 52-4377, 4379, 4492 4800, -4808, -4822, |_
Aamerican engineers fixed all the problems that -4823, and 4864}, None ol the factory-bujlt RF-8GFs :

were completed in time 1o join in the combat during
the war in Korea. However, all the RF-86Fs were |
involved in clandestine and standard reconnaisance ,
missions after the war ended, including many |
missions intoe China and Soviet Unjon air space which '
remain classified to this day.

The camera suite was the latest bigh speed unit, using
a pair of K-225 and a K-17 dicing camera. [However, il
was not mounted horizontally, and vsed no mirrors in
the installation. The K-22s were moumed vertically,
However, the vertically mounted K-22s, with their | : 3 : : |
% : n spite of t SUCCESS -om by RIF-80A and T
longer focal length, wok the main camera body and _ i ITC ::u cess in combat of t_he -8 ! r
film magazines, outside the fuselage contours of the [I- programs, Air Force chose a reconnaisance version of
o Tl 3 : gl the Republic F-84F as their next generation tactical
86, North American solved this by simply designing a
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Nationalist China, kept the type in front line service
into the 1980s, NMorth American Aviation provided
conversion 'kits' to Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, who |
were in the process of assembling F-86F-0 aircraft, '

Ballast totaling almost 750 Ibs, needed o re-align the
aireraft center of aravity, was added w the forward
fuselage. The canopy of the factory-built RF-BGF was
clongated to counter a buffet caused by the bulged
Ffuselage. All camera windows had sliding doeors, And
the factory abveral had the pow "6-3' havd wing with
leading edge fences,

Mitsubishi converted at least 18 aircraft o RF-86F-40
standard. The 501st Hikotal (squadron) finally turned '
in their RF-86Fs in lavar of RF-4L Phantoms on |

L8



Members of the 15th TRS pose for o “family porieait’ in

front of on RE-86F at Kimpo in late

in July 1953 (credit - Bob Archibold)

October 1979, South Korea had one squadron of 10 RF-
86Fs still flying missions in the late 1980s. These
aireraft were made up of F-80F-25 and -30 air {rames,
which were brought up to F-40 standard, then
converted to RF-86GF. The Taiwanese Air Force on
Farmosa had 7 RF-86Fs, all modified similar to the
South Korean RF-86Fs.

Several RF-86F aircraft survived the many years of
front line service, anly to be used up in the US Navy
target drone program at China Lake NAS, One of the
original North American Aviation built RF-86F-30s
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1953.
TRS had 3 combat-ready RF-80Fs belfore the
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The 15th : 4
war ended

assigned to the 15th TRS, #52-4492, had been a 'gate
puard' at Bergstrom AFB, Texas until the base was
closed. It is now at the US Air Force Muscum awaiting
a complete restoration back to its Cold War markings
of the immediate post-Korean War era.

The Sabrelet Classics Editor is working with the
restoration people at Wright-Patterson and would like
to hear from any member that might have stories and
photos of 15th TRS RF-86GFs, especially the aircraft
being restored. Please contact Larry Davis, Sabrejet
Classics Editor, 4713 Cleveland Ave. NW, Canton, Ol
44709,

A Might of 15th TRS NF-86Fs owver Japan in 1955,
During this time, the [5th TRS  RE-86Fs were [yving
missions across both the Chinese and Soviet bhorders,

{rredit - larry Davis)
A HOEAF HE-8GF on the Suwon ramp in the early
1980%, woears tan apd green camollage paint, The

modilled Trom
Industrics in

HOKAF had one squadron of RE-86Ds,
standard F-8GFs by Mitsubishl  Heavy
Japan, {(credit - Jim Sullivan)

sSeveral of the remaining BEPF-86Fs rom the JASDF were
used as targel drones [or live-lfire exercises by Navy
TOF GUN crews. The Sabres were based at China Lake
MAS in 1979, (credit - Dave Begy)
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EFight Sabre Pilots Equals 76 1/2 MiG-15s! Eight aces from the Korean War pose for the camera at the
National Air Race, held ar Dayton Airport in 1954, From left to right: Capt. Joe McConnell, 51st FIG - 16 victories,
Capt. "Hoot' Gibson, 4th FIG - 5, Maj, Jm Jabaca, 4th FIG - 15, Capt, "Pewe’ Fernandez, 4ch FIG - 145, unk., Mai,
Frederick Blesse, 4th FIG - 10, Capt. Dick Creighton, 4th FIG - 5, and Col. Roval Baker, 4th FIG - 13, Capt. McConnel]
was the top scorer in Korea, while Maj. Jabara was the Worlds First Jet Ace. The final tally in Korea according to a
29 July 1953 FEAF communique reported in Stars And Stripes, was 818 MiGs shot dewn for a loss of 58 Sabres - a
|4-1 ratiol {photo credit - Larry Davis)

IT'S COMING!!
12th Sabre Pilots Reunion
| 18-22 April, 1999
| at the Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Vegas.
Make your plans NOW!

SabreJet Classics

NONPROFIT ORG.
PO Box 97951 U.S. POSTAGE
Las Vegas, NV 89193 PAID
CANTON, OH
PERMIT NO. 52

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED



