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THE
PRESIDENTS
NOTEBOOK

This is vour magazine. We wam
it to be the best we can produce,
To achiceve this end, we need
your stories and photos or color
slides, We do not have a large
backlog ol cither articles or
phows {or publication. And we
honestly believe that every
member has a minimum of )
stories worthy of publication.
Plese [orward them o us,

Attention all camera bugs!
I vou don't have a story o tell,
please  review vour photo
albums and forward us a
collection of vour photos or
color slides with appropriate
data as to Who, What, When, or
Where, I vou don't want w take
a chance that vour photos may
ber lost, have coples made (at
feast size 557 and with a gloss
linish} or duplicate slides, and
forward them to our Editor
Larry Davis, Sabrejfet
Classics, 4713 Cleveland
Ave. NW, Canwon, OH 44709,

We need o improve cur photo
inventory to back up storics
when an author does not have
suitable phows, I'm sure most of
us would love to see our [avorite
photo, or favorite airplane, on
the cover of some [uture issae of
Sabrefer Classics. [t could
huppen! And you will be given
proper credit whenever your
phaotos are published.

Alphonsa “Al" Pena, from Palos
Verdes Estates, Calilornia, has
solunteered 1o manage the
inventory and mailing of items
ordered from our new Counlry
Stare. Thank You Al | know
everyone appreciates the work
vou are doing. Al will need some
ahle assistants within  his
general area o help handle the
Country Store activities

properly, Will someone please
step lorward/

From your lewers, we know the
bulk of the members are
defighted with the activities and
projects  vour associdtion is
involved in, Our membership, as
dOREroup, rates our rennions as
the best - THE one not o be
missed! These are scasoned
reunion attendees who
normally belong w o several jock
organizations.

Since the 1992 HKeunion, our
memhership has grown from
SOH) o over TG00 members. Just
maintaining our linances,
roster and mailing list data base
requires 4 major effort. Since
cur last roster was published, 15
Aupust 1995, over 200 address
changes have had 1o he made, 1
maintain the guality exhibited
in the past involves a terrific
workload, The few members who
are doing this wark are
exceeding 40 hours/week an
Behall ol your association. This
workload neads o be shared,

THIS 15 YOUR  ASSOCIATIONI
When we request volunteers, woe
are directing this request o YOLU
-= not someone down the sirect,
Mlease review your individual
siteation in response 1o these
reguests and see whal you can
contributel If vou are in a
position w help, let us know,
When we asked for assistanee in
sotting up the Country Store in
Southern California, we had one
response, (Thanks again AL
One other member did come
forward, bul he was not from
Southern California. Come on
gentlemen, we can do betier
than thaul

During the planning and

exccution of the 1997 Keunijon,
vour  participation will  be
particolarily important We
anticipate we may have as mans
as LoD antendees! Needless 1o
suy, owe will need help from
many ol you Lo make this a
successiul event 10 is our inten
L ‘pigey-back all the Air Foree
Association activities avallable,

Overall, wi o experionged
approsimately a 10% inflation
rate in 19495 over the costs of 1he
1994 Reunion, The Tront cover
headline o THE REUNTION
METWORK magazine (Fall 25
issue) was “Loss For More
Keunion Costs Going LIPS, These
costs  include transportation,
hotel rooms, food and services --
exdctly those items that aflect
all reunion planming. So what
clse iy new? We will geive it our
hest shot,

IMPORTANT SURVEY: We noed
1o determine the approsimate
number of partcipants for the
1997 Reunion, slated for the
week of 22-20 Apeil 1997, lor
Manning facvters by bomh the
AFA and our association, Please
respond with o post card no
latier than | March 1996, citing
the tnal number anticipated in
vour party. In 97 we are gaing
to be polivically correct and
striess family values, This bs THIE
reunion to bring vour adubh
children. Many of cur children
attended schonl topether, so this
could be u reunion For many ol
thoem as well as us, Yes, it would
be expensivel Bat so s attending
the London or Paris Air Show!

See vou in April 1997 4 not
sooner!),

DEIF HARPER

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS; MR. MARK THOMPSON OF TURNER PUBLISHERS,
INC., WILL SHORTLY BE IN CONTACT WITH ALL MEMBERS. THEY INTEND TO PUBLISH A
BOOKON THE HISTORY OF THE F-86 SABRE PILOTS ASSOCIATION, WHICH WILL CONTAIN
TWO PHOTOS OF EACH MEMBER (ONE FROM THE 50S AND A CURRENT PHOTO), ALONG
WITH A SHORT BIO SKETCH. IT WILL REQUIRE THE COOPERATION OF ALL. MEMBERSTO
MAKE THIS PROJECT A SUCCESS. | HAVE REVIEWED SEVERAL OTHER TURNER BOOKS AND
THEY ARE GREAT BUT EXPENSIVE. DEE HARPER




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

I'm enclosing a bit of info regarding
the 50th FBW, and a couple of
photos for Sabrefet Classics.

Your publication is of the highest
degree. I'm certain that those of us
who were fortunate enough to serve
in an eorganization that flew the
Sabre, relish each and every issue.
You and your staff are doing a great
job.

Good Sabreing

Dave Tilton

Been meaning to contact you. |
really enjoyed the last issue (Fall
a5} for several reasons. First, the
picture of ‘Dog’ number 437 - it's a
hird | flew many times in the 13th
FIs.

Secand, the Fall of 57 found me in
the 36th DFW at Bitburg in [-
100Cs, | got to pull ZULU ALERT at
Fursty, justilike in the article.

Dick River

Received Sabrejet Classics vol 3, no.
2 today and you are doing a great
job.

The reason I'm writing is that | have
not received vol. 3, no. 1 and would
like to have a copy. Are you the
person to contact for back issues? |
moved last Fall and perhaps that
complicated the delivery.

Cheers

‘Ebe' Ebersole

(Back issues are available from the
Association office in Las Vegas -
Editar}

WHAT IS

Force Muscum,

[T? Associate Editor David Menard,
who works at the Research Division of the US Ailr

identified the F-86A from last

issue's “What Is It?" column. He noted that it was
bailed back to North American Aviation for use by
NAA's Autonetics Division. Autonetics Division was
involved in the development of autonavigation, fligh
contrel, computing, and other electre-mechanical
equipment for use by the Air Force. Thanks Again

[Tavel

NEXT ISSUE -
AIR/GROUND 1IN
KOREA WITH THE
4TH FIG, BOB
HOOVER IN KOREA
F-86D  LOBSTER
RUN, MORE!!

| was the Maobility Officer of the
339th FIS during the incident over
the Yellow Sea written by Bob
Stonestreet.

There was a B-50 shot down in 1355,
and [ have a couple of good? tales
about some of my escort missions.
I'd be happy to share them with
your readers if you wish.

Your magazine is great and it surely
brings back a lot of memories.

'Don' Myers 1/LT
{(Yes indeed Don, please send your

tales and photos along, We'd love to
read them.)

FOLDED WI NQS

JAMES K. FOX

CHARLES J. HAASE II, JULY 1995

CLIFFORD D. JOLLEY, JULY 1995

WILLIAM W. LITTLEFIELD

FRANK PEREGO

WILLIAM A. SALADE, SEPTEMBER 1995
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TENTH REUNION WRAP-UP

The 10th Sabre Pilots Reunien, held 17-20 September
1995 art the Sands Hotel in Las Vegas, was a smashing
success, (And | use the word ‘smashing’ advisedly, as
you will read later.) While there were activities aplenty,
many chose to simply loaf around in the company of old
friends. Assocation President Dee Harper gets the credit
for putting this thing together. But Dee hastens to add
that lie couldn’t have done it alone - NO WAY! Judging
fram the large number of volunteers, members and their
ladies, doing all sorts of helpful things, | suspect that
Dee is on target as usual.

Some briel statistics: there were 314 Association
members attending, with a total of 498 attendees,
including ladies and special guests. There were 460
attending the hanquet.

From opening bell to the lavish closing hanquer,
everything went just as advertised. The hospitality suite
was perfect for our group - ground flgor, large patio,
swimming pool, party tent, plentiful beverages, both
‘adult’ and not, ete., etc. And Dee says we'll try to better
this Format next time. There was plenty of time for the
jocks to renew friendships, swap yvarns, and play golf.
And for the ladies there was an optional ‘Treasure Hunt'
in & nearby mall, and a brunch prepared by a great chef
from New Orleans who just happens to be a stand-up
comic. The trip o Nelis for Red Flag briefings was well
attended and informative,

Of special interest to all members was the business
meeting, chaired by Prez Harper. The anendees vated on
several important motions including;

- Approving the financial report {very healthyl) and
preserving a working fund sufficienr o allow Tlexibility
in financial matters,

- Approving the cut-off of mail to members delinquent
in dues for the current year after 31 December,

- Comtinuing current dues and membership categories.

- Approved sale of Sabrejet Classics subseriptions to
non-members.

- Approval of a bylaw change to add as a purpose of the
association to : "Perpeluate an accurate, patriotic
portrayal of our national history and heritage.” {The
ENOLA GAY flap prompred this.)

- Recognized that the main locus of our conventions is to
mingle once again with old friends, and directed the
Board of Governors to arrange for a suitable speaker at
future banquets - |F POSSIBLE, If the right person
cannot be found, it's better to go without a speaker.,

- Recognized the availability of the AFA Hawaii Calling
home page (hop:/Swww.infinityweb.com/he/) on the
Internet World Wide Web as an outlet for prometing the
Sabre Pilots Association, and republishing selecred
articles from Sabrejet Classics.

Set April 1997 as the date for the next reunion,
coinciding with the huge AFA 50th Air Force
Anniversary celebration in Las Vegas 22-26 April
1997, This will be a REALLY BIG SHEW!

The bangquet on the last evening was held in the Grand
(And | do mean GRAND) Ballroom of the Sands. |t was
the only ‘dress-up' event of the reunion, and was
enjoyed by all. The featured speaker was Major General
Richard Betherum, Commander af the USAF Weapons and
Tactics Center at Nellis. General Betherum recognized
our group as pioneers who passed on a proud lepacy 1o
present day fighter pilots. He also outlined the
remarkable advances in weaponry now available to the
Air Force. Following his remarks, there was a rousing
performance by a mixed (male-female) group of singers
who recreated fighter pilot songs and other tunes from
our *86 years. Many joined in from the audience. (Sorry,
“Sammy Small” was not included!)

As a bottom line I'd have to say that it was a reunion
befitting the world's greatest retired pilots association.
Alas, times have changed in many ways, and the reunion
gurus report that consumption of ‘adult’ beverages was
way down (The Mickey Mantle effect?}, and orange juice
and soft drinks were up, The one constant in these
changing times is that the F-86 Sabre was the greatest of
the great planes, And the men who flew it were some
kind of lucky! See you in ‘97! LON WALTER

IT IS ESSENTIAL WE DETERMINE THE APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF MEMBERS
WHO PLAN TO ATTEND THE 97 REUNION. BY POSTCARD, PLEASE ADVISE IF
YOU INTEND TO COME AND THE SIZE OF YOUR PARTY. FOR THIS EVENT, YOU
ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING YOUR ADULT CHILDREN,

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS: It is essenuial thar vou keep us advised as 1o

your current address if we are

to _keep vou informed on_ vour

association’s activities. We make about 6 mailings to all members each
year via 3rd Class Mail. If your address is not valid, this mail goes into
the postal trash can, and we are NOT informed. Eventually your name
will be removed from the mailing list until we obtain a valid address.

The ball is in your court!!!



DEVELOPING THE XP-86

by LARRY DAVIS

STRAIGHT WING XP-86

In 1939, the firet operational airplane powered by a gas
turbine ¢ngine was huilt. All previous powered airplanes
had either an inline or rotary cylinder engine, using
either gasoline or diesel for fuel, and driving a propeller.
Very simply, the gas turbine used its exhaust gas as power,
commonly called thrust. In Nazi Germany, Ernst Heinkel
had installed a gas turbine engine in his He-178 airframe,
making its first flight on 27 August 1833 Across the
Channel in England, British engineer Frank Whittle had
ane of his new gas turbines installed in a Gloster E 38-29
airframe, These two aireraft would ultimately lead to an
entirely new concept which would revolutionize the
aviation world - the jet aircraft.

In the UUS, littlo concern was paid to the new powerplant
The War Department was busy simply trying to cateh up
with the reat of the world regarding ‘normal’ airplane
tvpes. There was a war in Europe, and another heating up
in the Pacific. And the US wae far behind all the nations
already invalved  with regards to high performance,
propeller-driven aircraft. It wouldn’'t be until the
development of the Lockheed P-38 and Republic P-47, that
the US could expend money and energy on ‘frivolous’
things like gos turbines and jet aircraft. By that time it
would be almost too late

When the P-51 Mustang (considered the best Nghter in
World War 2) was developed, the Germans already had an
operational jet fighter ready to take on the Alliea - The
Messerschmidt Me-262. The Me-262 was flying and ready
for operations as early as 1943 Only stupidity on Hitler's
part, and luck by the Allies, kept the German jets from
decimating the Allied bomber forces. The Me-262 was a full
160 mph faster than any propeller-driven airplane flying.

By 1942, a fow UUS companies were becoming intrigued by
the gas turbine With engines borrowed from Whiltle, Bell
Adreraft Company constructed the XP-59 Airacomet, which
made its first flight on 1 October 1942, Bul its performance
was hardly earthshaking. It wasn't even on a par with
cantemporary prop fighter types. Lockheed also built a jet
fighter, the XP-80, The XP-80 was powered by a
DeHavilland Goblin turbine, and made ita firat flight on 8
January 1944, Although the XP-80 broke the 500 mph
barrier, it still was not compeiitive with German jeta.
Republic’s XP-84 promised still greater performance, but it
wouldn't fly until 1946

North American Aviation (NAA) was alao working on a gas
turbine project. North American had experimented in a
variety of different directions in an effort to increase the
performance of the Mustang, including lighter weight,
rocket assists, and jets. They installed a rockét in the

aftercooler arca of a P-5101. The rocket-assisted P-51D0
could attain a speed of 516 mph, but only for about a
minute. Thoughts were given to a very radical P-51 with
both o prop and a jet engine. This design concept had
wings that were ‘awept’ forward. It was found that ‘afi
sweep' pave wingtip stall problems, so forward sweep was

f

atudied firsl. Bul the swept-wing P-61 never went beyond
the drawing board as the wing suffered from a twisting
divergence under load

MNerth American’s engineers saw the future was in the all-
jet powered aircraft On 24 August 1944, Ed Horkey talled
with Ira Abbott about airfoil selection for a new jet-
propelled, high-speed fighter design They concurred that
very thin wings would be required to aveid compresaibility
shock Mr Horkey was conecerned about the lift and drag
characteristics of such thin wings, and was informed that
no recent data existed for any type of wing seclion with
auch amall thicknessa ratios.

On 22 November 1944, NAA initiated o design atudy (RD-
1265) for a jet fighter proposal. The design was straight
forward in all reapects, and used a lot of P-51 technology
It was just powerad by a gas turbine The flving surfaces,
the wings and tail, were very similar to those found on the
lateat P-51 designs. The wing was of the latest laminar
flow design, with straight leading and trailing edpes
There were no ‘deviees” added to the wings to either
smooth air flew or increase Tift.

The fuselage was short, rotund, and very smooth. The nose
was open to induct air to the TG 180 gas turbine engine,
The T3 180 was a General Electric license-huill version of
the DeHavilland Goblin gas turbine, The main preblem was
that the project (NA-134) was designed FOR THE NAVY
The Mavy promptly ordered three prototypes of the NA-134
on 1 January 1945

The S Army Air Force got interested in the North
American Navy jel project in the Spring of 1945, On 18
May 1845, NAA received a leiter contract to build three
protolype aireraft for the Army, with the deaignation XP-
86, The General Operational Requirements called for a day
fighter of maedium range, that could operate in both the
eycort and fighter-bomber missions, with a top speed in
excess of B00 mph, This last item, in the GOR was
congidered by many to be outside the scope of any jot
designs at the time

Merth American Aviation prop-jet P51 proposal with forwand swept
wings, (courtesy KAA)
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The stralght wing 8P-86 proposal. Note the A-36A stvle dive brakes above and below the wings. The XP-H6 bad o much thinoer fusclage fAnencss ratio than

the Nave=developed Fi-1 Fury, (courtesy USAFM)

The XP-86 differed considerably from its Navy cousin, now
degignated the XFJ-1. North American refined the (uselage
shape and deleted many of the things designed to aid in
low speed performance that were required for aireraft
carrier landings. The XP-86 wing hed the same planform as
the XFdJ-1, but the airfeil was much thinner. On both the
upper and lower wing surfaces were the dive brakes
borrowed direetly from the A-36A version of the Mustang.
The fuselage had a much higher fineness ratio than the
¥FuJ-1, and the intake was oval in shape Power was the
pame for both aireraft - the GE TG 180 (J35) The TG 180
had an eleven stage, axial flow compressor, and offered
4,001) 1bs of thrust.

The XP-86 would have a pressurized cockpit, hydraulic
elevator and aileron boost, and had wingtip fuel tanks that
could be jettisoned in emergencies. Armament was the
atandard for Army Air Force aireraft - six 50 calibre M3
machine guns in the nose, with 267 rounds per gun The
gunsight wan the A-1 type, with a AN/APG-5 radar range
finder. Under the wings, a pair of pylons could hold up to
2,000 1ba of bomba, drop tanks, or eight 5" HVAR rockets.

The XP-86 was 35.5 feet in length, 13.2 feet in height,
with u wingapan of 58 2 feet, With a maximum gross weight
of 14,600 lbe. the TG 180-powered XP-86 was estimated to
have a rate of climb of 5520Ymin, o combal range of 1600
miles, a ferry range of 2240 miles when 170 gallon wingtip
tanks were installed, and a service eceiling of 44,30]°. But
the speed was estimated to be only 582 mph at 10,000" - far
balow the GOR requirement of 600+ mph

©n 20 June 1945, the mockup of the XP-86 was unveiled at
the North American plant in Inglewood, California, Very
gleek in its gloss Pearl Grey paint, the XP-86 mockup was

The only known photo of the XP-86 straight wing mockup at the North
American Aviation plant in Jupe 1945 (courtesy NAM)

quickly approved by Army Air Farce officials. Photos of the
mockup show that the att section of the fuselage had ita
engine break about midway through the wing root chored
The fuselage was much sleeler than the rotund XI%)-1

Hul MNorth American officials knew thatl the lack of apeed
would eventually kill the XP-86 program unless something
drastic took place, such as a much more powerful gas
turhine or some way Lo reduce the drag encountered at
speeds over 500 mph. It did! For many years, the
advantages of sweeping the leading edge of the wing to
reduce drag rise had been known But the disadvantages of
the swept wing were many, not the least of which was the
loss of stability, capecially at low speeds. The Germans had
encountered this with the Me-262, which had a alight
sweep to the outer wing leading edge They found that by
using o movahle leading edge surface, commenly referred o
as a ‘slat’, that many of the low speed atability problems
could be overcome

On 14 August 1945, North American Aviation received a
research and development grant to develop a swepl wing
for the XP-H6 Two weeks later a 23 scale model of a awopt
wing XP-BA was built. On 18 September 1945, the XP-26
madel was wind tunnel tested, The results were exaclly
what North American and Army Air Force had been
looking for. The swept wing lowered the drag rise and
compressibilily enough that it brought the XP-86 into the
600+ mph range, even using available gas turbine
technology. And the leading edge slats appeared to selve
any low speed stability problems encountered with the use
of a swept wing. On 1 November 1945, Army Air Force
approved the ‘new’ swept wing version of the XP-86. And
the reat is, as they say, HISTORY!

hix FJ-1 Fury wis a Mavy-developed, strajght wing Norcy American jel
fighter destgn, Trom which the XP=80 evolved.
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ALUMINUM OVER

CAST INTERCEPT

BY ROGER KRAUSE

HOOOOOOOONNNKKK!!

The klaxon got you again, didn’t it! You hit the floor
running with the unwanted extra shot of adrenalin
you've just gotten. As you slam into the ‘fire pole' at
full tilt, the loudspeaker starts squawking
“SCRAMEBLE! SCRAMBLE! SCRAMBLE!" Down two
full stories you go spinning around the fire pole, and
faster than you want to go because you didn’t get a
good grip on the pole in your haste. SPLAT, your feet
hit the rubber pad on the floor as you bottom out and
almost turn your ankle, “Ha, Ha! Beat you again Saml”,
you yell at your wingman coming down the pole right
behind you.

Through the door and into the Alert Barn , you run to
find your crew chief already at the bird starting the
MD-3. *That kid always beats me’, you think, ‘But then
he didn’t have as far to go, did he?’ Up the kick steps
you go, over the sill, and into the seat. The crew chief
is right behind you and helps you into your chute,
reminding you to make sure the lanyard is hooked. As
he leaves, you finish strapping yourself in, don your
helmet, and make a quick trip around the cockpit wo
check all the switches you had set earlier. Satisfied
you nod to the chief, give the crank up signal and
receive an “All Clear!”

The MD-3 starts cranking the engine and when the
tach indicates 10% you mash the ignition button and
move the throttle around the horn. Eyes glued on the
fuel flow gauge, you park it at 100 pph and watch for

ignitian. With a loud WHOOM, the ]-47 lights off.
Playing with the throttle to keep the temp within
limits, you watch her begin to wind up. ‘Good old
manual start, it always works!'

“O'Hare Tower, November Kilo 11 with two Tor taxi.
Standing by for scramble instructions.” TWO checks
in and the tower replies "NK 11, taxi runway 17, GCI
departure, gate angels 34, vector 360, cantact PAN
FISH on primary, winds 3459 at 10 knots. You're
cleared for rakeoff.” You give the chocks-out signal,
cob it out of the barn, turn 459 to the left, and cover
the 75 yards to the runway as vou read back the
scramble instructions. Another 45° left turn puts you
on the runway. You check the windsock and stop
downwind waiting for Sam to catch up.

sam gets the runup signal and you both go to MIL and
check the gauges, You give Sam the BURNER signal and
you go outboard, checking the cockpit once more, with
one last check that the LOCK OUT BOX is off. You nod
at Sam, release the brakes, and start rolling, giving
Sam 1%. That's all he gets because he can cut it, Gear
up, screens open, starboard to 360, you enter the
ragged overcast. Steady on 360, you're climbing at 350
knots and you check your watch. ‘Three minutes forty
six seconds, not too bad!

“One Twao, go primary!”, and you both switch to the GCI
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Four F-86Ds from the 4_2nd Fi5, heave the abert barns at O'Hare for @ scramble in carly 1955 The 42nd FIS moved to Greater Pirtsbuarg Alrport on 18 August

1955 a5 part of Projoct ARROW, (rourtesy Marty [sham)

frequency. “PAN FISH, NK 117, “Two!” (Sam checks
in}. “NK 11, this is PAN FISH, go ahead.” "PAN FISH,
NK 11 with two, heading 360, climbing gate angels 34,
ten north of Home Plate”, you report as you pop out of
the clouds and shake Sam loose. “Roger NK 11, PAN
FISH 15 has contact, starboard 045 and report level.”
As you begin your turn, your attention centers on the
radar, You turn all the shiny knobs off and all the dull
knaobs on, slowly coming up on the gain and down on
the contrast. This ‘tweaking' is a futile attempt o
maximize the radar contact range, which usually
doesn't work but makes you feel good because you've
done it

“NK 11, your bogey is 45 port at 125 miles, heading
180, speed 320 knots.” You acknowledge and attempt
to visualize the coming intercept. “This will be a level,
90° beam attack, with the target passing starboard to
port, Final attack heading 270." You report level at
340, come out of A/B, and set your speed ar BUSTER.
Several minutes later GCl turns you to 360 and tells
Sam to go trailer. At this point, Sam drops five miles
in trail and will begin to get seperate instructions
from another controller for his intercept.

A short time later your controller calls you. “NK 11,
turn port 315. You have a heavy 15, starboard at 25.
Set speed at 350 knots.” “Roger”, you reply as you
steady out on the new heading and begin to look for the
bogey on your radar. No contact yet, as expected, but
you could hope anyway. Shortly you are turned to 270,
putting you on your final attack heading. Time to arm
it up!

You select 24 for the full pod of rockets. He did say it
was a Heavy, remember, and you check your switches
are HOT. “Target 45, starboard 15 miles, check
switches.” You come heads up and realize you've just
gone popeye in a layer of cirrus. “No joy!”, you reply
and go back into the scope looking for the target, but
paying more attention to the radar horizon now
Mothing! You go to right sweep. ‘Is there really

something up here or has the controller mis-identified
YOU?' No, vou know better. He has YOU, it's just you
don't have the target.

“Target 45 starboard, 10 miles and level.” Noth...
WAIT! Is that 1t? There’s a paint at 609 starboard,
about § miles out. [t has 1o be. Boy, am | hot (ahead of
the line), you think as your eyes check the speed, 425
knots! Nice going Ace, got vourself intoe a fix not
watching the airspeed. Now all vou've got time is a
hard check turn. “Contact!”, you transmit as you pop
the speed boards and make a hard 909 right wrn.
Boards back in, you make another hard left turn back
to the attack heading,

“Judy!", you say as you roll ocut and attempt to lock on.
Darn, he's still 509 to starboard. Throtule w IDLE,
turn right. There, he's locked up at 5 miles. Put him
on the left side for as long as you can stand, throttle to
MIL, now center the dot. HOLY COW! What a squirrelly
daot! It's all around the circle as you yank and bank,
trving to center it. Two miles now,

The circle is shrinking but the B is sweep-jumping
back and forth, making the steering dot jot along with
it. Just average it out you think, and get the wings

Foper Krause was assignoed wo the SRth FIS at Peerin AFB. Te s 2nd from
the: Jeft in the back row (courtesy Roger Krause)
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Mr Dgﬁ:_n_sa: t':ur:jrrnnd F-86s clten ‘intercepted’ SAC B-30s, commonly known as The Aluminum Overcast, during the Cold War days of the 1950 Here a
47th FIS F-86F sits off the right wingtip of a Tth BW B-360D folowing unother successiul ‘intercept in 1955, (courtesy USAF)

level, It's almost FIRE time. There, got it almost
centered, heading 315, stll hot, a guartering head-on
attack! Now FIRE time. Wings level, dot passing
through center right at the X (FIRE signal),

Suddenly, out of the clouds appears the biggest
airplane you've ever been this close to in the air! And
it's on a collision course and level! Yes, vou now
remember what the controller said - LEVEL! “Spla...”
Stick in the gut, throttle to A/B, hard right! WOW, that
was close! Up and over the huge B-36 you go. That
thing really is an Aluminum Owvercast! No wonder the
dot was so erratic, The radar couldn’t decide where on
the airplane to lock on - the nose, tail, props, or even
which prop! “Splash, breaking starboard, steady on
360.", you finally finish reporting. Even if the dot
wasn't in the center at FIRE time on the radar, the ORI

evaluator will have 1o give you a kill on this one.
There’s no way that 24 rockets could have missed
something that big as close as vou were. And I'm sure
the bomber crew will also attest to that!

“NK L1, PAN FISH copies Splash One. Good work! Go
starboard 120 now, Home Plate 120 at 65. Descend
angels 20. This will be vectors for a GCI/GCA
approach. Home Plate weather reporting ceiling 200
feet, and wisibility 1/2 mile in snow and blowing
snow, winds 3459 at 16 knots, gusting to 25, with
deteriorating conditions, What are your intentions?”

“PAN FISH, NK 11. I believe I'll give it a go”, you
calmly reply as you get ready for another northern
tier, white-out approach and landing. But that's still
another story!

SABRE

The frst unit wr operate the F-86 was the 15t FIG based at March AFB,
California in carly 1999, This F-80A is assigned w the 71t FIS in July
1949, Mote the large 200 gallon underwing ferry manks, {couriesy
David Menard)

SCENES

Phe 261k FIS CO%s F-860, based m Clark AFR, The Philippines, on the

ramp during the Fiar Bast Air Forces Ar Show held at Hong Kong Alrpont
on 31 Cotober 1955, (courtesy USAF)
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Osan, korea - summer 1933 A G7th FES pilot enters the cockpit of his F-86F Hghter bomber loaded with a pale of 1000 [ bombs for another mission against
the communists. LiCol Carroll Stanton commanded the 670h FIS in 1953 (courtesy KAA)

SOME THOUGHTS ON WAR & FIGHTER PILOTS
PAST AND PRESENT

Mow that Harry ‘The Horse' Evans (then a Lieutenant
Colonel commanding the 12th FBS, 18th FBG) has made
his last landing at that base in the sky, | (then also a
LtCol and CO of the 67th FBS/18th FBG) am left as the
last commander who led his jocks on some of those
Unauthorized Missions that Dee Harper wrote about
in Sabre Jet Classics, vol. 2, no. 4. | feel it is now
appropriate that | comment on some of those events.

In early 1953, 5th Air Force was finding it increasingly
difficult w locate targets worthy of pre-planned air
strikes. We all knew the communists were working
feverishly preparing for their big spring offensive, and
we were flying lots of armed reconnaissance missions.
On this particular day, 1 led a flight of four F-86Fs on
such a mission. Three F-86s carried two 500 1b bombs,
and the last had two 1000 pounders. | took the heavy
Sabre so it would be easier for the others to keep up.

As we reached our assigned area, about 20 miles north
of Heartbreak Ridge, we let down, spread out, and began
our search. Our tactics were simple - keep each other in
sight, stay between 5 and 10,000 feet, and keep changing
headings and altitude or ‘jinking’. Flying in a straight
line would have meant a one-way ticket to a POW camp.

We had been there a few minutes when Number Four
called out a bridge that hadn't been there the day
before. | OKd his attack, but warned him to be wary of a
flak trap. It was then that | saw something that was o
change the course of the war. Just ahead of the flight
were a number of large, about 15x30 foot, grey-green
rectangles, stretching for about the next two miles,

My-first thought was they were tanks. But they were too
big for tanks. Then it came to me, TROOPS IN THE OPEN!
I tried to call Four off, but he was already in his dive. |
headed west, called the others to join up, and started
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by CARROLL L. ‘STAN’ STANTON

back to the enemy troops. We were about to atack the
target of targets, later it would be “The Mother Of All
Targets!"”

| called out the troop concentrations who were still
holding their positions on the road. | also noted another,
smaller group about a mile south of the larger group.
The big bunch had two supply trucks in the middle of
the column, and the smaller group had one truck, all
covered with netting. 1 briefed the flight to make single
bomb drops on each pass, and assigned sectors to spread
the bombs over the length of the column,

Then | was on my run. When my 1000 pounders hit the
edge of the road, a fireball covered one entire formation.
For a quarter mile in each direction, the neat enemy
troops disintegrated. The rest of my flight dropped as
ordered, then set up a strafing pattern. The effect was
devastating. Those enemy treops who could still move,
broke for cover. As we were making additional passes,
my guns suddenly stopped. When we returned to Osan,
the crew chief found a loose battery cable, and the

LT COL Carpall Lo Stanton, GO of the G7th FES ot Osan n 1953,




generator couldn’t put out enough juice to fire the guns.
Five minutes later it was fixed.

As soon as our debriefing was called in, [ got a call from
the JOC (Joint Operations Center) at 5th AF
Headquarters. The caller wanted to know why I hadn’t
left the troops alone, reported the sighting to the |OC,
and they would have got some napalm up there, Believe
me when | say it's hard to be civil when asked a question
like this in the hear of battlel [ tried to convince him it
was a ‘fleeting target’ of the highest order, and we were
going straight back to finish the job!

And we did go back, this time with eight 500 Ib bombs,
which we once agaln placed equally along the length of
the column. Then I did something that wasn’t too bright,
but | had to satisfy my curiosity, | made a single pass
down the road - low but fast! It hadn't rained in weeks,
but that road had mud (bloed?) puddles from one end to
the other. What a gory mess!

Returning home, we went to debrief, and the ‘Mental
Midget’ from JOC was back on the phone. He said he
doubted our claims because between our first and
second attacks, he had diverted a flight from another
wing and they found nothing. What did he expect, the
enemy troops to stand up and wave red flags? Of course
our guys found nothing. They didn’t know precisely
where the troops were. And the enemy sure as hell
wasn’t going to give away their position again!

We estimated conservatively, that we had killed 1,000
men. We had left the enemy to bury their dead and care
for the wounded, We had neutralized an army which was
to attack our east flank. Now there was no attack. No ane
will ever know how many American Gls would have died
il we hadn't ereamed that column. | wonder if that JOC
guy looked up our claims when the predicted date for
the enemy offensive came and went - and all was quiet
on the eastern front.

| think it was two evenings later that Harry Fvans came
in. | had never seen him so excited. Both Harry and 1 had

COLs@nton briefs his Night on the next misslon's objectives atOsan in
June: P95, (courtesy NAA)

been there almost a year, and excitement didn't come
casy. Harry had seen an ammunition train stranded a
short distance from a tunnel (and safety from our
bombs) just north of the 38th Parallel. The bad guys
were trying to unload it by hand, and it was going w©
take a long time. Harry's flight saw this returning to
base with no ammo. This is where Dee's story began and
I'l add te it,

When my flight arrived over the train, Harry's was just
leaving again. It was now almost pitch dark. It was
obvious we were setting ourselves up for a mid-air
collision. That would have really ripped it! | took
control and assigned ‘holding quadrants, then called
individual aircraft in and out of the target area. When |
hit Bingo fuel, Harry was back and took over. Let me say,
I've never seen a fireworks display that comes close to
the show that night. Burning ammo flew thousands of
feet inte the air, and secondary explosions were
everywhere. That night we denied the communists their
main supplies for the planned offensive against our west
flank. We destroyed hundreds of tons of ammunition,
and once again, the attack just didn’t happen.

The enemy leaders were seriously demoralized. Their
troops were gone in the east, and their ammo was gone in
the west. They couldn't move anywhere in daylight
because our F-86s were covering North Korea from the
Yalu to the battle line, Most importantly, it was rice

Armorers prepare Lo load 1000 1k bombs cn o Lith FES T-861 a1 Osan in 1953, The 18th FBG converted from F-510 Mustangs 1w F-861 Sabre fgher
Bormbers ln carly 1953, fiving bath fighter bomber and air superiorite missions through the end of the wars (eourtesy BillGrover)




planting time. If they failed to get the rice in the
ground, mass starvation was a certainty in the fall and
winter. They HAD to get the F-86s out of the skies. They
had only one course of action - seek a truce.

If our negotiators knew what the '86 pilots knew, they
could have named their own terms. The Communists were
beaten. All the fighter-bomber jocks knew it. 50 we were
in no mood to celebrate when we got the order to stand
down from combat ops. With total victory in sight, we
were going to negotiate an armistice that would allow the
enemy to rebuild and rearm. A familiar pattern which
would repeat itself in Vietnam and Desert Storm. Will
we ever learn?

There is something truly magnificent about flying single
seat fighters. You kick the tires, light the fire, then,
with that little darling strapped to your butt, you and
your wingman become the modern reincarnation of the
knights of old. Back on the ground, there are no secrets
among flight members. Everyone knows who cut it and

who didn’t. Among those who could, there is respect and
loyalty as in no other group.

In many headquarters there seems to be a clique
convinced they can do your job better than you can.
These people can be dangerous when they won't listen to

the guys who know. As an example, in spite of our
complaints, our napalm cans had the ballistics of a
grand piano. The only way to hit anything was to 'scrape
off’ the cans on the target. Try that in the face of heavy
ground fire! Lots of luck!

We lost over 53,000 men in Korea. That's 53,000 young
sons, husbands, friends and lovers. Laid head to foort,
that’s over 70 miles of seven foot coffins! | will never
understand why these heroes seem so easy to forget. Bur
I’ll say this about that war - | could never hope to serve
with a finer group of men. They were loyal and
couraegeous. And could damn well hit the target with a
pair of bombs!

Well Harry, How'd | do?

| Ath FBG 'brass’ at the opening of the new O-Club at Osan. (L-R) LT
COL Stanon, COL Morrow, MAJ Dee Harper, COL Maurice Martin, MA]
lames Hagerstrom, COL Lubner, and COL Perego, (courtesy Harvey
Broawn)

18TH FW REUNION ZND BI-ANNUAL
REUNION WILL BE HELD OCTOBER 7-10 1996 IN
LAS VEGAS, ALL RANKS AND FORMER WARTIME
MEMBERS (WW2, KOREA, VIETNAM) OF THE
12TH, 39TH, 44TH, 67TH, AND 7O0TH
FIGHTER SQUADRONS, PLUS 18TH
HEADQUARTERS, NO. 2 50Q (SAAF), AND
ANY WARTIME ATTACHED UNITS, ARE INVITED
TO JOIN THE 18TH FIGHTER WING ASSOCIATION.
CONTACT; D.E. ‘BUD’ BITEMAN, 1000 §. IDAHO
" RD, #670, APACHE JUNCTION, AZ 85219, (602)
983-3015
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LT COL Swanon discusses the forthcoming mission with three G7th FES
pilots, Osan June 1953, (courtiosy NAAY

WANTED - INFORMATION AND PHOTOS OF
USAFE F-86 AIRCRAFT AND CREWS.

CONTACT DAVID MENARD, ASC. EDRITOR,
SABREJET CLASSICS, 5224 LONGFORD RD,
DAYTON, OH 45424 (513)236-8712




RADAR LOCK-ON

The Sabre’s Radar Is Locked-On

HAROLD O. CHITWOOD

Major General John Giraudo remembers him as a
*...young F-86 jock Lt. | had in the 25th squadron
(51st FIW)... (he) turned out pretty good, didn't he?”

The distinguished looking gentleman in our portrait
did, indeed, turn out pretty good. Hareold O.
Chitwood, 64, was featured in the May 1994 jssue af
Delta Airlines' SKY MAGAZINE  The article
(featuring a full page color version of our portrait)
begins with the following paragraph:

Harold O. Chitwood, the soft-spoken CEO if Atlanta-
based Gold-Kisr, Inc., has flown F-86 combat
aircraft in the Korean War, scuba-dived in exotic
tropical locales, and caught 150 salmon in six days
off the coast of Alaska. "It's a marrer of how hard
you want to work, and how many vou want to catch,”
he says,

Harold is, of course, a member of the F-86 Sabre
Pilots Association, and according to a note he
dropped to General Giraudo, he plans to retire in
Ocrober of this year. He intends w slow down his
business activities and play a little more goll. He
modestly insisted to General Giraudo that our
RADAR LOCK-ON not leave out someone far more
deserving.

Your editors were justifiably proud to find that one
of our association members had achieved success in
an industry which, at first glance, might seem like
an unlikely career choice for a fighter pilot. On the
aother hand, successful fighter pilots have always
been aggressive, willing to take prudent risks,

innovating, and team players, These are qualities
which contribute to success in any endeavor. Cur

association numbers amoung its members
congressmen, business executives in  many
industries, astronauts, doctors, lawyers, CPAs,

military members, ete., etc. The list goes on and on,
we'll bet most of them would credit their fighter
experiences as a prime reason for their successes.

In the case of Harold O. Chitwood, Gold-Kist is a
farm cooperative controlled by its farmer members.
With more than §1.4 billion in sales in 1993, it has
some 14,000 employees, 24,000 active members, and

about 50,000 equity holders. Company policy is
guided by a nine-member board, and this board
appoints a Management Executive Committee, headed
by a CEO (Chitwood), who exercises day-to-day
management responsibility over the company and its
enterprises. The Gold-Kist poultry group, which
accounts for two-thirds of corpaorate sales, is the
second largest poultry preducer in the USA, [ts
average weekly output of 13.5 million broilers goes
mainly to fast-food outlety, althaugh the Young "N
Tender brand can be found in many supermarkets.
Reflecting his fighter pilor beginnings, Harold is
quoted in Delta’s magazine as saving, “1 like to be
where the activity is going on, and where the action
15. That's what 1 did early in my working career Tor
the company, and what | like to do now."

Harold Q. Chitwood, Sabrefet Classics Is proud to
spotlight you in our radar beam, and we wish you
continuing success and happiness in retirement. We
hope you'll join us at future Sabre Pilots reunions.

LT Harold O, Chivwood, 25th FIS/51s1 FIW at suwon, Korea in 1953
(couplesy Harold O, Chipwodod)
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HNarald O, Chitwood 1995, Chiel Executive Officer of GOL-KIST ISC, the second largest poultry producer in the US|
foowrtesy Harsld O, Chitwood)

SABREJET CLASSICS SALUTES YOU!

Richard F. Geiger of Las Vegas has joined the association's administration staff as
the association's Treasurer. Rich has a background in administration and
accounting. Welcome aboard Rich! I am sure you will make a substantial
contributions to the effectiveness of our administration. On behalf of our members,
I want to thank Robert L Stewart for his contributions as our Treasurer during the

last 18 months.
Flamm D. Harper
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ASSOCiZtion

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS: It is essential that vou keep us advised as to
vour current address if we are to keep vou informed on vour
association’s activities. We make about 6 mailings to all members each
year via 3rd Class Mail. If your address is not valid, this mail goes into
the postal trash can, and we are NOT informed. Eventually your name
will be removed from the mailing list until we obtain a valid address.

The ball is in your courtl!!

SabrefJet Classics NONPROFIT ORG.

PO Box 97951 U.S. FOSTAGE

Las Vegas, NV 89193 FAID
CANTON, OH
PERAMIT NO. 52

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED




