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the
President’s

notebook

Congratulations o the new life
members.  Almost half of our
1 500} members are life members.
Your Sabre Jet Classics magazine
will reflect your Life Member
status on the address label.

We have been working on
arrangements for our 2009
reunion. After trying to contact
the Director of Convention Sales
at the Monte Carlo three times,
with no response, we decided 1o
check out other hotels. On
Octoher 16, Dan Druen, Dick
Geiger and | met with the Sales
and Catering Directors of the Gaold
Coast. After a very informative
tour af the facility and discussions
about puest room availability,
event room accommodations and
food prices we have decided lo

hold our 2009 F-86 Sabre Pilots
Association reunion at the Gold
Coasl.

Chur reunion will start Sunday
March 29 and depart April 2,
2009. The Super Sabre Society
has decided to have their 2009
reunion in Las Vegas at the Gold
Coast after finding out San
Antonio wouldn't work lor them,
The Super Sabre Society will start
April 1 and depart April 4,
Several of us have flown both the
F-86 and F-100. Having the two
events back to back in the same
location will thus allow us to
attend both events without
changing hotels. The prices at the
Gold Coast will work out 1o be less
than they have been in the past,
which should make evervone

happy. We have a lot of details
to work out before 2009 but rest
assured we will have another
great reunion. Be thinking aboul
it and mark your 2009 calendar.
The reunion registration lorm
will e in the Summer and Fall
issues of the 2008 Sabre Jet
Classics,

Il you are interested in have your
name on the F-86 Sabre Pilots
Association panels located at the
Udwvar/Hazey Air and Space
Museum send me an e-mail or a
slow mail letter and I will mail
vou an application form,

That's all T have,
Cheek 6

Jerry R, Johnson
President

Folded Wings

Albert Cimino, July 31st, 2007

Alonzo L. Ferguson, June 15th, 2007
Dwayne E. Goodwin, September 4th, 2007
Robert Irving Marshall, June 2nd, 2007
Edward G Reiter, November 14th, 2005

The F-8G 5abre Pilots Assoclation does not particlpate in any solicitation and/or endorsement not cantrolled by, or lor
the sole benefit of] the association. Readers are cautioned to be wary of any representation in conlict with this policy.

POLICY STATEMENT




from the editor

Well another year has come and gone, or almost. It never ceases
to amaze me how quickly a vear can go by, Seems like just yvesterday
that | wasin Las Vegas with vou guys at the 2007 Reunion, Speaking
of which, thanks to all that had kind words about the Reunion
coverage in issue [5-2, We keep trying, By the way, il yvou take
photos at the 2009 Reunion and send them to me for inclusion in
Sabre]et Classics, please make notes regarding who is the subject
and if it is something special such as the reunion of Class 55A or
the 39th FIS. | know quite a few of you guys but certainly not all.

We're starting to run low on stories for the magazine, Yes, we have
enaugh to fill the next few issues, but [ like to have enough material
for about 4 full issues ahead of deadline. And daon’t forget the
photos, | would like to have at least one photo of the author,
something showing the unit insignia, and photos of the aircraft
and erews that vour article or story is aboul,

Right now I'm concentrating on F-860D/L photos. | have decent
coverage of the fighter units and combat in Korea; but found that
I am lacking stateside coverage. | had no photos of the 11th FIS F-
8605 covered in this issue; nor any of the F-86Fs in the 323rd FEW
at Bunker Hill, also mentioned in this issue, HELP!

MNow to something [ have been doing recently. My lather passed
away in November 2006 and | have been going through boxes and
bags ol memaorabilia and material that were stored at his buildings,
including a large amount of aviation material. Some ol the old
magazines 1 sold, But 1 started boxing up research material for
various projects and began donating that to aviation museums
around the country, like the National Muscum aof the USAF in
Dayton, who had helped me immensely over the vears: and the
National Museum of Nawval Aviation in Pensacola with my Navy/
Marine material, Not just photos but items like a flight suil given
to me by an A-1 driver that Mew with the 22nd 5085 out of NEP.
You guys might want o consider doing something like that also.
The museums appreciate it, and it keeps vour unit and crewmates
in the public eye for yvears to come, But loan me the photos and/
or color slides firstl!l

Lastly, take notice of the fact that vour Association officers have
made the decision o move the 2009 Reunion o the Gold Coast
Hotel & Casino, That's what the membership talked about at the
2007 Membership Meeting and they have abided by vour wishes,
Don't forget to try and piggyback your unit ar school reunion
with ours. It makes for a bigger turnout for both. We should have
a very large turnout as our reunion does not conllict with the
Super Sabre Society Reunion as it did in 2007, Hope o see you
there.

larry davis
editor
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letters to the editor

What [s [t? vol, 15-2

Several members, actually Associate Members,
responded with the correct answer to aur little photo
quiz in vol. 15-2, Our veteran Associate Fditor David
Menard, along with Asc. Members Andy Mever and
Duncan Curds, correctly identified the airplane as from
the 97 th FIS based atWright-Paterzon AFR, Ohio during
the mid-1950s,

The 97th FIS was based al Wright-Patterson [rom
December 1950 until 18 Aupgust 1955 when Project
ARROW moved the squadron number to New Castle
County Airport, Delaware, The 97th flew F-86Es and
CB-86Ds while at Wright-Patterson, The move o New
Castle also meant a change in aircrafll types, Lo
Lockheed F-94 Starfire’s.

Several members mentioned the 42nd FIS at O'Hare
Adrport, whose markings were similar. But the 97th FIS
was correct.

Your Air Guard In Action
“Clarysse”, an F-86L-50, #52- 10174, assigned to the 19%th FIS, Hawaii ANG, based at Hickam AFB in 1960, The 19%th
1S flew the F-8ol. from February 1958 to late 1960 when they converted to Convair F-102As, (eredit - Larry Davis
eollection) A rare shot of an Air Guard F-86F, Thi F-86F-1 was assigned to the 123rd FIS, Oregon ANG at Portlind
Military Airport in carly 1953, The 123rd FIS flew the F-86F for a short time between Spring 1952 and December 1952,
at which time the F-86s were sent to active Air Foree squadrons and the 123rd FIS veturned to F-511s,
{eredit - Frank Crain)




F-86Hs of the 104l TFS parked at Glenn L. Marctin Aiepart, Baltimore, MD, doring the late 1960, During the HAVE DRILL exer-
cises, two aperational 104ih TFS F-86Hs were pulled from the line and sent to Nellis AFR for o secret projeet that saw them in moek
combat with MiG fighters based at Groom Dry Lake, (eredit - Larey Davis collectinn)

HAVE DRILL

by Les Waltman

In late 1969, Lu.Col. Joe Maisch and mysell, members
of the 175th Tac.Fu.Grp., Maryland ANG, were given
orders 1o take a pair of F-8GH aircraft and proceed Lo
Nellis AFB, Nevada, (o participate in a classified [Tving
program code-named Project HAVE DRILL, The project
lasted three days and involved a series of programmed
maneuvers hetween our aircraft, the F-86H Sabre, and
dcaplured MiG-15 or-17 (my memory s not that good
anymare),

We were o conduct these maneuvers some GU-80 miles
north of Nellis AFE, at a place | learned later was the
highly classilied area known as Groom Dry Lake AFB, 1
had never heard of the place nor had any idea what
went on there, We would [Ty three missions against the
MiG. 1 Mew the second mission.

On my mission we performed between the desert sur-
face and 5,000 ft. AGL. The program consisted of speed
brakes in and speed brakes out to evaluate decelera-
tion and acceleration comparisons, step turns, sharp
climbs, and various other maneuvers designed 1o ab-
serve differences in performance between our aircralt
and the MiG.

The MiG had the advantage of an afterburner, a very
larpge speed brake, and a rather large wing area. All of
these factors served toits advantage. One thing 1 quickly
observed was that the MiG had a rather slow rate af
rall, Itwas obvious to me that a rapidly reversing scis-
sors mancuver would create problems [or the MG, Like-

§

wise, the MiGs limited fuel supply meant that it couldn't
remain in the operational area lor too long a time.

Because the evaluation area was right under us, the
MIG pilot was able to stay a little longer in the area,
This ecame a factor, [or after the canned exercise was
owver, we proceeded to ‘really have it Because of the
roll rate differential, [ was able o negate many ol the
advantages that the MiG had over my 'II' model, |
should note that the MiG pilot was a Marine major who
wis quite adept at ying the MiG, so there was no pilot
skill advantage there,

Meedless o say, the result of our litde tete-a=tete was
both of us running seriously low on fuel. Naturally,
being over "home plate’ merely meant spiraling down
for the MiG pilot. But | was faced with a rather terse
trip back Lo Nellis - about 60 miles ar so away. A trip |
won't [orget soon,

[t should be noted that, with virtually ne lead time
whatever, the Marviand ANG was able to hustle ofl 1o
Mellis using only two 'right off the ramp' aircraft for
the project, needing no maintenance people o accom-
pany us. We dropped the tanks off one aircraft and
that concluded our ‘special preparations'. The F-8GH
did all that was expected of it and with a minimum of
effort, | might add that Joe Maisch flew the other two
missions and his experiences pretty much mirrored
mine. Three days of incredible [lying and, Las Vegas to
boot, Lile doesn't get any better than that,
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This F-86H from the 104th TEFS, Maryland ANG, has been fitted with underwing launch rails to fire the AIM-9 Sidewinder heat-
secking missile, Itis not known whether the 104t TFS Sabres ever actually fired the AIM-9s. The 104ih TES flew the F-86H from
1957 until August 1970, {eredit - Dennis Hughes)

Sabres Around The World A Canadair Sabre Mk, 2 with no. 434 Sqguadron, RCAF. No. 434 Squadron Sabres
were part ol 3 Wing and served as part ol the NATO deterrent wo Soviet ageression in the mid-1950s. The Canadair
Sabre mli, 2 was the equivilant Lo the F-861-5 with the v-shaped windscreen and all-1lyving tail, (credit - Larry Davis
collecton)
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Rallout of the Y U-8613 interceptor came in carly December 1949, with the first Might taking ploce on 22 December 1949, Eagle-eyed observers
will note that the YF-860 retains several features of the F-H6A including the Veshaped windsereen. (eredit - NAA)

Project FOLLOW-ON

by Larry Davis

This is the story of Project FOLLOW-ON, the
upgrading of the F-86D. But first a little history.
The F-86D first flew on 22 December 1949, Al
that time it was designated the F-95A which was
later changed to F-8GD as it was easier to get
Congressional funding for an existing aircraft type,
rather than an all new type. Besides, the F-95A/F-
86D did use a large number of parts and systems
commeon to the F-86L, including the wings and tail
surfaces.

The F-86D was the first Air Force fighter aircralt
to have an all-rocket armament, with 24 2.75"
Mighty Mouse rockets housed in a retractible tray
under the forward luselage. It was also one of the
first to have an afterburner on the engine, which
increased available thrust by a full third, from
5200 s in the J47-GE-27 used in the F-86F, to a
whopping 7500 Ibs, in the J47-GE-178 in the [F-
60, It needed the extra thrust as the D was almost
600 1bs, heavier than the F-8GE.

Production of the F-86D started in March 1951,
and ended alter North American had built a tatal
of 2504 aircraft, The F-86D served with every
major Air Force Command throughout the Free
Waorld, and was the primary air defense weapon
against the Soviet bomber threal

But by the mid-1950s, the Soviet threat was such
that the Air Force needed an all-new supersonic
jet interceptor. It was known as the "1954
Interceptor”, which became the Convair F-102
Delta Dagger. But it wouldn't be available until
1956 and the Air Force needed an interceptor to
fill the gap technologically. The answer was Project
Darleen Craig, a North Ameriean Aviation seerctary wdds beauty (o
the rollout, Initially, the intereeptor was designated F-95A, which
was later changed to YF-861Y to case Cangressional Tunding for the
new airerall, (oredit - NAA)




An F-5610 Bets loose with o volley of rocliets over the Calitornia test range. The F-8610 was the fiest one man interceptor and also used the radieal
iden of an all-rocliet armament, The 275" Mighty Movse rockets conld be fived all a0 ence or in various sequences. (eredit - NAA)

An F-Ba10 feam the 35550 FTW at Perrin AFR, fires 12 of the 24 rockets
i the tray, The roclet teay was monsted internally But when the pilot ar
comnputer pulled the trigger, the teay pegpred down Tora Tew secands and
the rochets were Tived, However, the F-BOI was NOT the fiest givrplane o
fire rockets af an intruder, That *henor” goes to the German ME-262 that
fired the same rockets at St AF B-17s G 1945 (credit - NAA)

A new F-861-5 at an afr show in 1952, The Nirst F-86Ds ae

saquadenns beginming in FF53, The D=5 was the Gest of the type o hnve
the mlvaneed Hoghes E-4 Fire Control System, (eredit - Brisn Baler)

“Sweet Mudder” was the Commanders aireralt of the 329h VIS w1 George AFR, CA, in the Summer of 1955, The F-8360-55 has the steipes of
squadron COan the nose, Even with 120 galion onderwing tanks, the eange of the F-561) was only slightly over 300 miles. (credit - Peter Bowers)




A tnew! F-86L-50 during the delivery Mightin 1957, The extended wings installed on the | can e
the forward Tuselage, Many of the ber L conversions had the underside of the Tuselage puinted Gloss Grey Tor en

radar site in Northwest Washington during the Iate 1950,
Cequipment provided o vead-time data link between the ground

A North Ameriean emplovee males sdjustments in the electramics Day
of ane of the F-361s that were being converted to L, Under I
FOLLOW.ON, all the wirlng was removed sand eeplaced., (eredit - 7

rens with the SAGE antenna stub just visible under
nsion control. (eredin - NAA)

FOLLOW-ON, the upgradi
airframes with impros
something called SAGE,

1 af a number of F-860
d technology, i.e,

SAGE was short for Semi-Automatic Ground
aped at MITs

Environment, and it had been de
Lincaln Laboratory in 1953 for use in the "15
Interceptor”. It was quite simply, a real time Data
Link b =i the ground radar stations and the
interceptor pilot, giving him ‘real time'
information - target speed, altitude, range and
bearing. ! : ipment included the AN/JAPR-
329 Data Lin

APX-25 lde

Slope Reced

Fine inflight view of a newly fnished F-860L-50 over Southern California

showinp the SAGE antenna under the left Tuselage, The firse

AMWON conversions were eompleted in Sepember 1956, and all

981 afrerafl called for in the spees were completed by November 1957,
feredit - NAA)
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Alineup of aft fuselage sections awaiting FOLLOW-ON conversion at the North American plant in Fresno, CAL Al the airerafl
were drawn from active squadrons and brought up to the latest D standard including installation of the J47-33 engine. From L-
It, 47ih F15, 315t 1S, 495th FIS, 3291h 15, 330th FIS, and two feom the 3320d FIS (eredit - NAA)

And while the SAGE modifications were taking
place, the Air Force took the opportunity to upgrade
the rest of the F-86D airframe. The wings were
modified with the extended 6-3 leading edge, but
with slats, And the wingtips were extended one foot
on each tip. The powerplant would be the J47-GE-
33 which offered 7650 Ibs. of thrust. Cooling
problems found on the early F-86Ds were handled
with an additional pair of scoops on the fuselage

above the trailing edge of the wing.

Even though the new version of the F-86D was some
2200 1bs heavier than the F-86F-30 fighter, the
aircraft was equal in top speed at 693mph @ sea
level and G616 mph @ 40,000 feel, The Air Force
authorized Project FOLLOW-ON in late 1955 to
convert a total of 981 F-86D aircrall o (now-
designated) F-86L specifications.

A F-861-60 assigned to the 83rd FIS at Hamilton AFB, CA in 1957, The 83rd received its first Ls in August 1957 but hegan
transition into the F-104A Starfighter in December of the same year, (credit - Peter Bowers)




An F-86L-60 assigned to the 33000 FFIS af Stewart AFB, NY in 1957, The sdditional engine codling scoops used on the F-861 can he seen jost afi
al thee fuselage letters. The 330th FI1S tonk delivery of their Gest Ls in December 1957, (credit - Marty Isham collection)

An 1=B61-11 assigned to the 335500 FTW at Pervin AR in 1959 ex-

A I'TI"MI'.I_I'IIIIIH:““_- FB6L-55 assigned to the 95th FIS """‘“_"J PO TR Bilvits an wiusual overall silver paint job with DayGlo Orange nose,
in 1957, The 951h began phasing out the F-86L in Bavar of the F-102A wingtip, and tail bands, Early FOLLOW-ON conversions changed
in December 1957, Perhaps one of our readers can explain the PSP the block number by one, e, o 1320 became an L-21, (eredil - Steplicn

ramp the airplane is sitting on, (evedit - Mary Levy) Miller colleéctinn)

F-86L-00s assigned to the 40 FLS a Selfvidge A, M arve seen here at Vineent AFB, AZ during the March 1958 Yoma tocker Meet, The Sdiby
tnok delivery of its fivst F-86Ls in late 1956 and Oew them ontil being veplaced with F-102A% in early 1960, (Art Broder)




An F-86L-55 of the 108th FIS, [Ihlm;s ANG, at O'Hare Air-
portin 1959, The 108th FIS Began receiving F-861Ls in Boe 1957,
What appears to be white on the nose and fuselage is actually
DayGlo Orange that changes hues with certain film, In the
Spring of 1961, the 108th turned over their F-86Ls in favor of
WKC-97 tankers!! {credit - Larry Davis collection)

The first aircraft was test Nown in Octaber 1956,
and it wasn't long before Air Force crews began
taking delivery. 1Lt Richard Graham took delivery
of the first production F-86L on 23 November 1956
and flew it back o the 317th FIS at McChord AFB.
The final F-86L conversion came ofl the assembly
line in November 1957,

Project FOLLOW-ON aircraft were all based on
existing -86D-10 through D-60 airframes. The Air
Force made a minor change to the block number
adding “1" to each block number. Thus a D-10
became an L-11, a D-30 was an L-3 1, etc. However,

A trio of F-86Ls with the 182nd FIS over Kelly AFR, TX in
1959, The Texas Guard flew the L from late 1957 into the Sum-
mer af 1960, The near aireralt (-667) is an L-55, while the other
two are L-60s. For some unlknown reason, Air Foree did NOT
change the block number on FOLLOW-ON conversions of the
1D-50, =55, and -60 Sabres, (eredit - Larry Davis collection)

the later block numbers, D 50, D-55, and D-60
simply changed the letter: i.e. L-50, L-55, and L-60.

Although the first F-8GLs were delivered in late
1956, the introduction of the F-102A and the F-
104A meant a short first line life for the L. The [lirst
F-86Ls were phased into the Air National Guard as
early as 1957 when the 159th FIS, Flarida ANG,
began conversion 1o the upgraded interceptor. The
last unit o fly the F-861 was the 196th FIS, California
ANG, which retired the type in 1965 in favar of the
1954 Interceptar', the Convair F-102A.

The last unit to My the F-86L was the 196th FIS, Califoraia ANG, which flew the type from February 1961 until they were phased
aut in May 1965, apain in favor of F-102As. The last Guard squadeon to he equipped with the F-361 was the 196th FIS, Note that
the film shows the DayGlo areas as a darvk color {eredit - Duane Kasulla)
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The photos on this page were submitted many vears ago by tle PIO photographer of the 51st FIG at Suwon AB in 1952, Al
the Liditor knows is that they were taleen at a USO show at Suwon in 1952/53. Hopefully someane ean identify the perform-
ersseen in these photoes. I vou ean put names (o any of thes ¢ ladies, please contact the Sabredet Classies Editor, Larry




A Christmas Story

MY BEST FLIGHT

by Donald J. “Beetle” Bailey

I'm probably the lowest time F-86 pilot in the
Association, But | really did fly it and it is the most
outstanding two [lights in my G000 hour Mving
carcer that includes 118 different planes, including
the F-100F and F-104D. Here's how it happened.

Iwasa T-33 instructor in Del Ria. 1L was Christmas
1956 and 1 was home on leave in Peru, Indiana,
which is near what was Bunker Hill AFB. My Dad
was [riends with many base peaple including the
323rd Fighter Bomber Wing Commander, (then)
Col. Joseph H, Moore, who died recently as a retired
Lt. General. Col. Moore was in Dad’s living room
with us and said to me, "l recently et my son Joe
{also a T-33 instructor in Laredo - [ knew him.)
check outin the F-86F here.” Before | came straight
up out of my chair, he asked, "Would vou like to
da that?™ Well yvesaahh!!

It was the middle of winter in Indiana and the
weather sucked. [ waited three weeks, sitling in
the airplane every day checking it aut | had i
down cold! Finally, on December 29th, three days
before my leave was up, it was clear and beautiful,
I"m sitting in the airplane ready to go, with chase
pilot Amos Leighton beside me,

Col. Moore came up to my airplane and told me
the runway was clear but the taxiway was iced and
he was going to have me towed oult. T said, “No sir,
IF I'm going to {1y this airplane, 'm sure as heck
going to taxi it I'm used to differential braking
for steering and the Sabre has a steerable nose
wheel. | can do this," He looked at me lor a second
and said “All right, but don't you hurt my
airplane!”

The first flight was about 40 minutes and we did
all the basic mancuvers and it was fine. Also, Col.
Moore asked me if there was anything special 1
wanted to do. Now what do YOU think T said? |
said 1 wanted to go through the Mach, Well, |

couldn’ do THAT. The turkey farmers would go
berserk, "Okay”, with a disheartened tone.

S0 on the second flight | was having a ball rolling
the airplane - what a thrill - and the chase called-
me and asked where | was because 1 had run away
from him and he was unable 1o find me! | tald him
my lacation, at 20,000 feet, and he said stay there
until he could catch up, Several minutes passed
and he called again. He still couldn't find me.
“Oops, sorry about that, I'm at 10,000 leet, not
20! Me replied, "So stay there and when | pass

yvau, lallow me,

Fretly soon he whizzed by off my right wing and
Neaded upstairs, 'm teying to cateh him but not
doing a very good job of it. Finally he leveled ofT
al 35,000 and asked where | was. 'm ofT yvour right
wing and coming up on vou fast.”

“Olay, leave vour throttle wide open and follow
me," And then he rolled over and started straight
down. Just before | caught up, he said, “Just go
right past me off the right wing.” OH YEAH!
WANOO! T watched the needle jump just as | got a
little nose dip on the stick and | went through the
Mach! The rest of the ight was uneventful. We
said nathing o Col, Moore, [ got atotal of 1.8 hours
in the F-86F in my lag hoolk, and like | said, it was
the most exciting two 1lights [ have ever had,

Forty nine years later, it finally dawned on me that
the only reason | got to go through the Mach was
because Col. Moore told Amos to let me do it. So |
told (now) General Moore about it in March 2005.
He didn't even remember that he had a squadron
of F-86's at the time, because they were in the
process of transitioning into the F-100. So | wld
him this whole story all over asain and showed
him my form 5 and I think he finally believed me.
loe wasa great guy and a great officer, He is sorely
missed,

AL TG vears old I'm still having a ball. Today 1 Ny
an L-2% Delfin {(a Czeck lahter-trainer) in air
shows, 1do a full aerobatic routine that lasts about
8 minutes, With any luck I'll keep doing it for a
few more years.



FUN & GAMES AT YUMA

by Paul Dickens

Cur unit was the 11th FIS at Duluth, MN. They were
Mying =515 when Dwas assigned in the Fall of 1953, but
we soon transitdoned into the F-861) We wenl to Yuma
in early 1955, ving from Duluth to Colorado Springs
to Yuma. This was during the period that the Dog was
blowing up in the air due o the fact the fuel control
hadn't been perfected, As such, our afterburners were
restricted, which certainly made lor some exciting take-
offs from the mile-high runway at Colorado Springs,

Acgroup of us went to dinner that first night, in a very
nice restaurant, n the group were John Ward, a lawyer
and considered to be THE intellectual of the unit; and
Billy Singleton, who looked and sounded like what he
was - a product of the Deep South, However, he was an
exceptional pilotand very smart. When the waiter asked
John for his order, he explained in detail what he wanted
and how he wanted it cooked, Billy stared incredulously
at John. When the waited got to Billy, he said, “Ya'll gol
my peanul butter ‘n jelly samiches?” We cracked up.

As vou can see from the photos, conditions at Yuma
were rather primitive, The ‘old heads’ (the Talkers) still
espoused the old fighter pilol image; and the voung
troops (the Listeners) did our best to emulate them,
Fortunately, the locals took a liberal view ol our antics
and except for a couple exceptions, we lived in harmony,

The bars in Winterhaven, California, closed a couple of
hours later than Yuma, so on occasion we adjourned to
Winterhaven, There was a very talented voung lady in
one of the clubs who did an exotic dance, 5he was so
good that you couldn't consider her as pornographic
even though she was rather scantily clad, We convinced
her toattach our squadron patch, a raging bull, atabout
the only place with enough cloth to attach it The ‘pay-
back’ was that one of us had (o sweep the {floor before
her 'Spider Dance’ so she wouldn't abrade her back and
shoulders. 10was worth it

None of use had any transportation so ok up acollec-
ton and bought an old car. The bigpgest problem was
getting through inspection and get it on base. [ think
we paid $150 for the ‘gem’. We six proud owners ac-
companied it to the MP for inspection, With some reluc-
tance and much harrassment, he passed everyvihing ex-
cept the brake lights, which just wouldn't werl,

Finally, one of us told him they were fixed, and had him
walch while we drove away and skidded to a stop, Sure
enough, the tail lights were blazing, Actually, the driver
had pulled the emergency brake and torned on the head-
lights, which appeared to be warking taillights. We had
o promise the major in charge of the MPs that we
wouldn't abandon the car on base when we left

However, we had a prablem with the gears and had the
pear shift pardally disassembled, And we were a little
slow getting the required part for repairs. One day the
car just wrned up missing! We were about to report it
stelen when someone noticed the Fire Departument was
using it for training. We decided to just forget it

The gym at Yuma had a rampaoline. Considering mysell
somewhat of an athlete, [ decided to teach mysell how
Lo vse i, Alter a few good days, | decided o combine
several mancuvers and promptly came down on my
head, causing my neck to pop and stars {lew. That night
[ had a terrible ‘erick’ in my neck and was alraid itwould
alfect my Aving. Charlie Colling, had a year in chiro-
praclic school, said he'd be glad o "adjust’ it, He took
my chin in one hand, and the back of my head in an-
atlier and told me to “Just relax!™ - 've had trouble with
my neck cver since,

But the fTylng at Yuma was greal, We had B-45s towing
the targets. A T-33 chase ship would fly behind us o
mike sure we weren't locked up on the tow ship, which
did happen, Precise terminology was used between the

Acgraup of pilots in frant af 11th FIS Squadron Operations at Duluth,
(L-1) unknown, unknown, Paul Houle, Robert Mitchell, and Paul
Dichens) (eredit - Maul Diclens
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areas along the morthern borders, (eredit - USATD

Lt ship, chase, and us. If positive clearance wasn't given
lor every phase, we did not fire. A single rocket was
fired on each mission.

After the mission, a pilol was very anxious to know if’

he'd gotten a hit. Each F-860 had a camera under the
wing. A team of judges assessed the [ilm, which was then
projected onto a table top. I the rocket came within

The group of 11th FIS pilots that bought the 'gems” during the 1956
deployment to Yuma, (L-I) Don Lamb, Rebert Mitchell, Paul
Dicloens, Paul Houle, unknown, Charles Colling, Lucien Sonnicry, Don
Rasmussen, David Robb, Karl Grober, unknown, {eredit = Paul
IYiclens)

An THEREES F-3610 in the alert barn at Duluth MAP in the 19505, Barns such as these were vequived by any squadron opers

proximity of the targel, asilhouette of a B-36 was placed
in a position so that the target juxtaposed an engine, |
did get a hit The 11th did win the Meet, And the boss
did get promoted (o lull Colonel. [twas a successful trip,
and very enjovable,

Lith FIS pilots check out the *hits” on the target at the 1956 Yuma
Mect, (L-18) Jerome Rolbiceki, Paal Dickens, Karl Gruber, Charles
Colling, amd Jack Powers, (eredit = Faul Dickens)




unit quickie’s
330th Fighter Squadron

The 330th Fighter Squadron was activated in July 1942
at Hamilton Field, CA, within the 329th G, Their mission
was o train replacement pilots in P-38 Lightnings,
However, they were also a prime part of the West Coast
Defense Foree, moving [rom Hamilton Fld o Paine Fid,
Wi, before returning to Calilornia at Glendale and San
Diego, where the squadron was inactivated in March
1944,

The 330th was reactivated at Stewart ALB, NY, on 27
November 1952, flving 180 Shooting Stars, as part of
the 47090 ADW, Under Project ARROW, the 330ch was
assigned again to the 329t FlG. [n 1953, the 330th
transitioned into the F-86F, before moving to the air
defense mission with F-86Ds in January 1955,

The 330th FIS deployed o Yuma for the Rocket Meet in
1956 and 1958, winning in 1958 and smashing many
records in the process, The 330th FIS was inactivated
and Stewart AR was closed on 1 July 19595, soon atter
transition to the F-86L.

The 330th FIS Oew the F-861 Grom 1953 to Janoary 1955, at which
time they transitioned to the F-860. Althowgh they had an air de-
fense misston, the 323000 was not  all-wenther uotil they transitioned
into the F-8610, (ercdit = 11, Carter)

A3 1S F-461 over Stewart AFR, NY o 1956, The 3360th FIS
flew the F-861 Trom January 1955 until they teansitivned into the F-
S6L in early 1957, They Oew the Lountil inactivated on 1 .July 1959,
{eredit = Paul Andrews)
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sabre reunions

Plan Now! The 2009 Repnion of the =86 Sabre Pilots Association will be at the Gold Coast
Hatel/Casino, Las Vegas, NV, starting on 29 March 2009 and ending on 2 April 2009, See

vou there!
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If you have a reunion slated for 2008 or 2009, feel free to contact the Editor,

Sabrejet Classics, 6475 Chesham Dr NE, Canton, O 44721, or email sabreclsx@aol.com
with the details. We will tun an ad in each issue of Sabrejet Classics until the

reunion.

'_l*'_—_! 00 Super Sabre Sociely

Reunion al the Gold Coast
Hotel/Casino from

—

1 April 2009 thi

u 4 April 2009,

Patches Wanted

Want loan of or color xerox copies ol F-80
squadron and light patches, any unit, any
time [rame, Special needs include Sabre qerohatic
team patches such as the "Silver Sabres™ and the
“Mach Riders”, All 1o be used in Sabre et Classics
magazine, PMlease contact Larry Davis, Editor,
Sabrejet Classics, (6475 Chesham Dr NE, Canton,
OH 44721 or e-mail at sabreclsy@aol.com

- o —

F-86 NOSE ART
Did your F-86 have any personal markings like
names ar tose art? Your Editor would like 1o see
photos of F-806s of any Wpe, and at any base or
unit, with personal markings ol any Lyvpe,
Contact Larry Davis, Editor, Sabrejet Classics,
G475 Chesham Dr NE Canton, OH 44721,
(33004934122, or e-mail sabreclsx @aal.com

SABRE DOG PHOTOS ]

Wanted - Photos and/or color slides of 861
1. Sabire interceptors for use in Sabre et Classics
magazine, can e USAE, USAEE, FEAL, ANG, or.....
Especially wanl aircraft and crews assigned to
NEAC squadrons. Contact Larry Davis, Editor,
sabreler Classics, 0475 Chesham Dr NE, Cantaon,
OH 44721 or email at sabreclsxi@aol . com

SUPER SABRE SOCIETY
Attention Hun Drivers!

IMyou are interested in starting up an F100
Super Sabre Society, let me know, Contact
Les Brazier, Life Member of the [-86 Sabre
Pilots, at 702 River Down Road, Georgetown,
TX, 78628-8240, ph. 512-930-306G, or e-mail
supersabrésociety@cox.net
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WHAT IS IT7 'l bet this one [ools most of you. Looks like a plain jane '49 model F-80A doesn’t it? It i
in fact a very special Sabre, But it'll take a sharp eye o spot what is special about this Sabre - or someon
that worked on the airplane, Anvone knowing anything about F-86A #49-1069 is asked to contact th
Editor of Sabrejet Classics, Larry Davis, 6475 Chesham Dr NE, Canton, OH 44721, or emai
sabreclsx@aol.com.

ATTENTION MEMBERS!!!

Please check the mailing label. If the address is incorrect or outdated, please send the changes to the Las Vegas
address - SabreJet Classics, P.O. Box 97951, Las Vegas, NV 89193, If the date above your name is previous to the
current date, then your dues are due. Dues are $25/ year, $50/3 years, and $200 for Life Membership, unless
you're older than 75, at which time Life Membership dues are $100. Send your check to: F-86 Sabre Pilots Assn,,
PO, Box 97951, Las Vegas, NV 89193, -

Sabrejet Classics NONPROFIT ORG.

P.O. Box 97951 SR

las Vegas, NV 89193 GANTON, OH
PERMIT NO. 207

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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