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THE
PRESIDENTS
NOTEBOOK

This issue is dedicated to the S50Mh anniver-
sary the Korean War that ended with a truce
signed July 27, 19533, The Korean War is
called the “Forgotten War™ even though it was
one of the bloodiest wars in history. About a
million South Korean civilians were killed and
several million were made homeless,  Abouat
580,000 UM and South Korean troops and
dbout 1,600,000 Communist roops wWere
killed, wounded, or reported missing,. We still
have Lroops in South Korea and the MNorth
kKorean dictator is rattling his nuclear saber.
Same stuff different decade.  Anyway Larry
Daviz has put together another great issue so
sit back and enjoy.

The 15th reunion of the F-86 SABRE PILOTS
ASEQCTIATION will be Monday, April 4 through
&, 2005 at the Monte Carlo. 1 chose this date
because it is early enough to get good room
rates and one week after Easter. The agenda
will be similar to the 14th reunion with two
Lrunches, a buffer, cockrail parcy, ladies lun-
cheon, Ked Flag briefing, golf, banquet and
lots of embellished story telling. Please mark
it on your calendar and plan to attend, As
before we encourage vwou o have your unit
reunions within ocurs and avoid the hassle
trying to put one together on vour own. The
Registration form will be printed in the 2004
summer and Winter issues of the Sabrefer
Classics magazine and awvailable on our web
sile SABRE-PILOTS.NET

We greatly appreciate yvour help in sending
vour address changes. When vou move and
don’t advise us of yvour change of address,
the Post Office charges our Association an
additional 70 cents. | know you are busy when
moving, but help us out by keeping us ad-
vised.

Now is the time to look through the 2003
membership roster and make sure we have
the correct data on vour phone number,
spouse, address, military wunit and e-mail. E-
mail wour changes to  Polly Winesett,
pwinesett®aol,com

The date above vour name on the address la-
bel indicates vour dues date. We use this

method of notification rather than mailing a
notice to hold down work for me and cost.

You will probable be reading this during the
holidays., Qur country is at war and we have
troops in combat. EBEemember how lonely you
felt when you were hall a world away lreez-
ing vour ass off and petting shot at. That
aspect of combat hasn't changed. Let the
troops know vou care and appreciate their
work.

If vou are one of the more than 300 members
who paid 5100 (o have vou name on the F-86
SABRE PILOTS ASSOCIATION tablet, wvou hawve
received an invitation to aitend the opening
on Dec. &, 2003, If you can make it we would
appreciale a reporl.

CHECK & AND GOD BLESS AMERICA,

JERRY R. JOHNSON

FOLDED WINGS

Charles P. Busick, April 18th, 2003
Matthew J. Horvath, October 10th, 2002
William (Bill) Lacey, July 8th, 2003
Robert E. Lund, May 14th, 2003

James B. Raebel, August 25th, 2002
David A. Shinn, July 18th, 2003
Tommy T. Tapper, December 31st, 2002
Navid E Waterhury, April 2003
Errol L. Williams, 2003
Henry L. Willett, May 10th, 2003

POLICY STATEMENT
The B84 Sabre Pilots Associatton does nol partbcpate in any soliciation o endomement not contmdled by, or for the sobe berelit of, the
assockation. Resders are cautloned 10 bo wary of any representation in conllict with this policy,




from the editor

Well here we are with another issue of your
favorite magazine (1 hope!). This will be the
last issue of the 50th Anniversary of the Ko-
rean War series. There will be many more ar-
ticles on Korea in future issues, but we will
also be covering the other aspects of F-86 op-
erations again, i.e. the interceptors, Guard
ops, prototypes and test airplanes, etc.

Apologies - My apologies to anyone that was
not identified or mis-i0d in the l4th Reunion
{ssue, Since [ was unable to attend, 1 had to
depend on others for photos and information.
While much of the reunion article was cor-
rect, there were some holes, Mostly in not
idenrifyving the people shown in various pho-
o5, IFf anvone can help with identification,
just drop me a note and we'll make the cor-
rections.

Which brings me to another point | have a
new address. Actually, it's been my home ad-
dress for some 135 wvears. Butl ["ve been using
my old business address for all Association
mailings as a convenience, Please make a note
of the new address, whicrh is as follows: larry
Dawvis, Editor, Sabrejet Classics, 6475 Chesham
Dr WE, Canton, OH 44721, The phone remains
the same, as does the e-mail address. The
Cleveland Ave address is stlll good, I'm just
trying to get everything to come to my home
address (finallv). Thanks puys,

Another apology, this tume for a tardy Fall
issue. We were running a good deadline for
this issue when wham, bang, my compnter
took a crap and destroved the Sabrefet Clas-
sics disc - completely. Mo one knows why, One
guy said it was a virus that came onto the
disc through e-mail and corrupted the entire
disc, Thus 1 had o re-write every little por-
tion of the new issue, including all the new
stories that are enclosed. But we made it, al-
beit a bit late.

Finally, you're probably wondering what that
F9F Panther is doing on page 19, Well, it was
the only Christmas greeting [ still had. [ know
you guys have some F-86 unit greeting cards
in vour foot lockers, Please forward them Lo
me so | can get them photo copied for use in
future years. However, the Ist Marine Air Wing
in Korea is to be congratulated for the nice
Christmas greeting, At least it wasn't a
bomber!

Meeds — My stock of new stories and photo
materials is starting to run low. You'll notice
that two of the three stories were written by
vour editor. Not that I mind, but | know you
guys have stories and photos that haven't been
seen, And 1 want to see them as much as vou
guyvs do. I'm in great need of stories on USAFE
fighter-bomber units. I'm alse quite low on
stories about the Guard. We do have a decent

backlog of Korea stories but we can always
use more, And 'd love to hear from some of
vou guys that flew test versions of the F-86
in any variant, or tests of things like inflight
refueling, weapons tests, unusual deploy-
ments, aerobatic teams, both authorized and
not, In short, send me anything and we'll
work with it and vou to get it in print. [
once took three paragraphs a guy 5ent me
and worked it into a & page article!

Lastly, a reminder of two things, First, look
at the address label on this issue, There's a
small number above your name. That's the
code of when you dues are due, [F it's less
than todays date, vou owe, [f iU's a future
date, you don't. Second thing o remember
is that the 13th Reunion is set for April 4th
through the sth 20U at the Monte Carlo In
Las Vegas. Start making plans to attend. 1
don't plan to miss that one. See vou there

Larry Davis
Editor
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Sabre Reunions

15th Reunion of the F-86 Pilots Assn. At the
Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Uegas,, April 4th, 5th, 6th,
and /th, 2885. - Make your plans now,

HORERN WAR COTTONPICHERS 50th FBW Reunion ‘04
If you served in the 8th Photo All members of the 50th FEW, from
SquadronijJet) or 15th Recon Sq during Clovis to the F-100 era at Hahn AB, WG.
the Korean War, vou're invited to join a Reunion "04 will be held at the Marriott
Wednesday chat group between 8-9pm Hotel in Ogden, Utah, June 10th, 11th,
Central Time, Keep up to date on vour and 12th, 2004, Contact Jack Lowrey, ph.
fellow squadron mates. Contact LitCol (8011544-0315, or e-mail
John Duquette at: [umpn]Jacl@aol.com.

wranglerO1®prodigy._net

RKeunion notices - if ¥ou have an upcoming reunion, or are just considering holding |
one at a future time, and wish Sabrelet Classics to post a notice of yvour reunion. we will do
s0 provided that we receive said notice in time. Please allow about & months lead tme for the
notice to appear. If we have time to run your notice in multiple issue, we will gladly do so.
And don’t forget, vou can always tie vour reunion in with the Sabre Pilots Eeuniamn.

Sabres Around the World

lupper! Th proaon pe Conubomasalth Ca-26 Sabre during is maiden flight in Asgust 1933, The Ca-246 mabed an F-26F aimfsame bto an Rolls
Royew avon 20 engine that offered 7500 [bs of thrust « 1500 pounds more st than 2 USAF F-BAF. (lowes) A § ommomvealth CA-27 Sabre of
M TV Bquadron. Boval Austradian Alr Force 15 aromed with ARG Socdewinder missiles in addition to the two 30 Aden connan armament, o,
TV 5. Sabres flew air defense missions Mrom Ubon RTAE during the Vietnam War. (credic - Larmy Dravis colection)
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SQUADRON LEADER OMER
LEVESQUE, RCAF ACE

by Larry Davis

Squadron Leader Joseph A.O. “Omer” Levesque
was attending the University of Ottawa in
January 1940 when his studies were
interrupted by Adolph Hitler. He had been a
nd Lieutenant in the Canadian militia buat
resigned 1o join the Roval Canadian Air Force
following the Dunkirk evacuation. He entered
the RCAF as an aircraftman second class, with
the hopes of becoming a pilot, and was
graduated from elementary flight school on
1 April 1941,

Levesque was posted to 401 Squadron, initially
flying Hawker Hurricancs before convertling
to the Supermarine Spitfire at Biggin Hill
during September 1941, On 23 November,
Levesque was patrolling the Pas de Calais area
when his flight sighted a gaggle of German
fighters above them. These were unusual in
that they had radial engines - they were Focke
Wulf 190s. Levesque maneuvercd his Spitfire
inte position and fired an accurate busst inte
one of the FWs, which began to smoke heavily
and headed for the ground. [t was the first
FW-190 shot down by an RCAF pilot during
the war. Later, Levesque would add three more
German fighters o his credits.

During the breakout from Brest by the German
warships Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, and Prinz
Eugen, Levesgue's flight met over forty
German aircraft covering the breakout. At
some point during the ensuing combat,
Levesque's Spitfire suffered a fatal hit from
one of the German lighters, and he was forced
e ditch in the English Channel, Levesgue was
picked up by a German ship and remained a
POW for the remainder of the war.

gl Pilot Omer Levesque in the cockplt of a Hawker
flusrricame at Wellinger during July 1941, Levesgque
scofed 4 victories over German pllots during World
war 2. (credit - Omer Levesgue)
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Flight Lieutenant Omer Levesgue shows two fingers
representing his MiG kills in Korea. (credit - USAF)

After the war, Omer Levesgue remained in the
RCAF, [lving some of the first jet fighters in
service - DeHavilland Vampires with 410
Squadron in 1943. In ecarly 1950, 410
squadron participated in Exercise SWEET
BRIAK in the Whiteharse region of the Yukon,
along with several units of the US Air Force.
Little did Omar know that within a few months
he would be assigned to the USAF and flying
combal in a land far rom Canada.

In May 1950, Levesque was sent to Langley
AFB as an exchange pilol, and was assigned

{L=FE) Fli/L1 Omer Levesgue, FA0s MacGraham and
W, Bliss are seen prior to departure for Exercise
SWEET BRIAR held in the Yukom Tercitory during
January 1950, Levesgue flew a DeHaviland Vampire
jel in Mo. 410 Sguadron, RCAE. (credit - RCAF)

-




i —

e L ——

e Tl Sy . T R T e L

"
kil
Bl =]
e - ‘r — - ._--r -
WESE LT e T

e e

Fhe 334th Squadron alert ramp at Suwon is full of F-86A Sabres in the Spring of 1951,

Fit/Lt, Omer

Levesgue wenl 1o Korea with the dth FIG in Hovember 1950, [lying 71 missions with the 334th Squadron.

(credit - Omer Levesque)

to the 334th Squadron, 41h Fighter Group,
flving the F-86A Sabre. When war broke out
in kKorea in June, Levesque [lew alert missions
protecting the aAmerican capital from attack.
In early November, Sovier MiG-15 jet fighters
appeared inthe skies over North Korea. The
USAF countered by deploying the 4th FIG and
its Sabres for a “short TDY to a land of tem-
perate climate™. The 4th was going o war in
Korea and Omar Levesgque, exchange pilot from
the RCAF, was going with them.

One of the first things that Levesgue contrib-
uted 1o the combatl effort of the 4th was the
identification stripes that marked the F-86s
in Korea. In a meeting with the group com-
mandar, Colonel John C. Meyver, it was men-
tioned that with the similarities in size and
shape between the MG and Sabre, It was pos-
sible to mistake one for the other in a combat
situation. What was needed was some tvpe of
quick identification device for the pilots of
the 4th Group. Levesque quickly made a draw-
ing of an F-86 fuselape and wings having black
and white bands similar to the D-Dayv stripes
that Allied tactical aircraft wore during D-
Day 1944, Col. Meyer liked the idea but had
the fuselage bands canted toward the front.
All 4th FIG Sabres were painted with these
black and white stripes before going into com-
bkat in Korea.

In mid-December, Omer Levesgue was part of
a detachment of the 4th FIG which began flv-
ing sorties from Kimpo AB o the Yalu River,
just across the border from the MiGs at
Antung. Althouph several pilots achioved wic-
tory against the MiGs, Levesque was nol one
of them. On 2 January 1951, when Chinese
forces threatened to overrun Kimpo, the <dth
Fighter Group detachment evacuated and re-
turned to Johnson AR, Japan, to rejoin the
rest of the 4th Wing., While the pround war
continued well south of the 38th Parallel,
Levesque and the 4th FIG pilots flew training
missions and occasional air patrols over Ja-

f E
(L-K} Flu/Llt. Steve Daniel, Capt. W, Carringlomn,
Flt/Lt. Omer Levesque, and LiCmdr. Paul Fagh
{USH) were ‘exchange piloizs® asslgned to the 3th
FIG during the Korean '|.".";.|E. feredit = USAF)

A i34th FIS F-80A |s refueled at Johnson AE, Japan,
in Maw 14951, Johnson AR was ‘Home Plate’ for the
41h FIW between December 1950 and Aggust 1951,
Why the Sabre has no winglip is uvnkonown. (credin
- Dmer |.'|'."'."E5-E|IJE]




resides In the new
Stephen F, Udvey addition of the Smithsonian
Museum, over Morth Koarea in December 1954,
Omer Levesgue was one of many pilots that MNew -
200 during the war and helped design the
distinetive black and white [D bands worn by 4th
Flir 5abres. (credit - John Henderson)

F-86A #48-260, which now

pan until 3th AF ordered his squadron back
to Korea at Taegu. Then, when UN pground
troops retook the airfield at Suwon, the Sa-
bres relocated there and once again had a
base within range of “MiG Alleyv™, along the
Yalu Hiver.

On 30 March 1951, Levesgue was flving as
Red Two on an escort mission for B-29s that
were attacking brideges along the Yalu near
Sinuiju. As expected, a force of MiGs rose 1o
alttack the Superforts, and Major Ed Fletcher,
Red Leader, called out “Bandits coming in from
the right!”

Levesque: “We all dropped our tanks and
Fletcher spotted two more MiGs at 9 o'clock
and slightly high. Our element wuroed toward
these enemy fighters, who turned away, and [
found mysell behind one of the MiGs., My
MiG pulled up into the sun, probably trying
o lose me in the glare. It was an old trick the
Germans used 1o like, but this day [ was wear-
ing dark sunglasses and was able 1o keep the
MIG in sipht.”

The MiG: pilot, (many of whom were Soviets,
as learned later), leveled off, not knowing that
Levesque had stuck to his tail. The tenaclous
Canadian gquickly adjusted his gunsight for a
deflection shot and banked more steeply to
turn inside the MiG. A corkscrewing dogfight
had bv then carried them down to about
17,000 feet. Omar’s right index finger tight-
ened on the trigger and sent s5ix streams of
S0 caliber bullets toward the MiG,

Omar continues: “] guess | was about 1300
feet away from him. 1 hit him with a good
long burst and he spapped over in a violent
roll to the right. Firing again, [ raked the MiG
from nose o (ail and watched as it rolled end
over end inte the hills below. | must bave hit

o

[L-K) Col. John Carey, LiCols, Don Nance, and Frank
Rogers witness Col. Henry %ebastian presenling
FlisLt. Omer Levesgue with the Distinguished
Flying Cross. ZLU. Bill Gallup reads the cltatbon.
Levesque received the medal for the 30 March 1951

mission. (credit - USAF)

his hydraulic system because [ saw the flap
on his leflt wing drop down.”

A flash of red flame and white smoke mark-
ing the funeral pyre of both plane and piloc.

“I started to pull up and saw another Mil:
diving toward me. | climbed back into the sun
at full throttle, started doing barrel rolls and
the MiG disappearcd.”

Soaked with sweat, Levesgue noticed that he
was rapidly approaching “Binpo™ fuel - just
enough o get him back to Suwon, But even
after losing the second MiG, he wasn't safe.
As he climbed back to a fuel-efficient alti-
tude of 40,000 ft. he passed through the ner-
vous B-Z29 punners” fleld of fire.

“I went right through the B-29 lformation and
they all shot at me! Thank God they missed. [
waggled my winpgs to indicate | was ‘friendly”
and they stopped firing. But a lot of .50 cali-
ber shells had just missed me!”

Turning his F-86 southwards, Levesgue could
relax a litdle. It bad taken ten wears and two
wars, but Omer Levesgue was an ace at last.
He received the United States Distinguished
Flving Cross [or the mission. Levesque flew a
total of sevenly-one combat missions with the
334th FIS before rotating home in June 1951,
He was proud of the Canadians serving with
the US Air Force and of the UN efforts in gen-
eral. *We achieved absolute air superiority
in Korea. It was just classic, The Chinese said
afterwards that they would have gone over
us like a steamroller if it hadn't been for Al-
licd airpower.”

Fabrelet Classics salutes Squadron Leader
Joseph ALQ. Levesque, “"Omer” o his comrades.



“Black Dek® and *Imp VHI®, a palr of 2 Sguadron F-86Fs, 1ake off from Osan in & storm armed with 5007
bombs and Misawa underwing tanks, bound for targets in Norith Korea during the late Spring of 1953,

{credit = NAA)

THE FLYING CHEETAHS IN ROREA

by Larry Davis

The United Mations went to war against the MNorth Ko-
rean forces that were atrempiting to take control of the
entire Korean peninsula. One of the first nations 1o
commit major combat foroes 1o the conflict was the
Union of South Africa. On 4 August 1950, the South
African Cabinet approved commitment of a fighter
squadron complete with ground personnel o the Ko-
rean conflict. All members of this squadron would be
voluntesrs.

On 27 September 1950, No. 2 Squadron, “the Flving
Cheerahs", left Pretoria and boarded the reopship
MV Tisadane in Durban Harbor, The ship docked in
Yokohama on 5 November and the personnel went di-
rectly o Johnson AB, Japan, o plck up equipment,
supplics and a full compliment of ex-USAF F-531 D Mus-
tangs. Commandant 5. van Breda Theron toak four F-
310 o Pusan (K- on 15 November and flew their
first mission four days later on 19 November, before

maving to k-24, Pvangyang East, where they were at-
tached to the 1G5th Fighter Bomber Group, 6002nd
Tactcal Support Wing.

The Chegtahs weren't at K-24 very long, since Chinese
intervention in the war was rapidly forcing all U forces
0 retreat back down the peninsula. The Cheetahs
abondoned K-24 and set up shop intitially at Swwan
[K-13} on 2 December, then moved to Chinhae (k-100
on 17 December, where they were permancntly at-
tached o the other F-31-equipped unit in 3th Air Foroe,
the 18th FBG. The mission of the Chestahs would be
close air support of UN forces along the main line of
resistance (MLRE), and road interdiction missions
throughout Morth Korea,

By February 1951, the squadron had flown their 10000h
missicn, Two months later they recorded theic 2000ch,
Mo, 2 Sguadron was, indesd, an integral portion of the

Members of Koo 2 Squadron,, SAAF, watch as a flipht of 2 5q. F-51Ds5 warm up prior vo their first mission in Korea

on 19 November 1950, At this time, 2 5g. was attached to the 6002d Tactical Support Wing. (credit - USAF)
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crews remove the proleciive
' 5q. F=51D a1 Chinhae AB during
1951. By February 1951, "*Cheetah’ pilots
had flown owver 1000 sorties against communlsi
targels, (credit - USAE)

covers from a

Replacement pllots pose wunder the 18th FRG
archway at Chinhae in December 1951, (L-R
standing) 2L1s. K_.R. Whitehead and H.T.H. lovoe.
Capt. R Lyons, Li. . Gows: (kneeling) Lis. P
Norman-5mith and G.H. krohn. (credit - USAF]

Cpl. Daniel Grobeer (L) and Airplane Mechanlc
Thomas Laycock, armorers In No. 2 4., arc scen
putiing luses into napalm tanks that were uwsed
against communist troops flghting against UM
forces along the MLE in Febrwary 19532, (credin -
UsakF)

A 2 o%q. pilen raxis “Miss Maranochi® to the active
runway at Chinhae armed with 300#% bombs and
5" HVAR rockets during the Summer of 1932, The
main mission of * S5g, Mustangs was ground
support of the troops on the MLE and “truck-
busting' the road ner of North Eorea. {credit
HSAE)




18 Jan 1953 - One of the [irst of three F-B6F Sa-
bBres assigned to the [8th FEG, arrived at Osan AB
compleie with 5AAT roundels in place ol the USAF
stars and bars. 2 5g. would complele the conver-
sion from F-510% to F-80Fs In less than a4 monoh.
foredit - SAAF)

UM batle plan for defeating the Communists in Korea,
On 8 July 1931, Cheetah pilots struck the airfield art
kangdong, just north of Pvongvang, Following their
bomb runs over the runways, the Mustangs formed up
for the flight home to K-10, Suddenly the BT erupted
with the exclamation “MiGs!l". Four Chinese MiG-13s
attacked the much slower F-51Ds. But the Mustang pi-
lows simply turned into them again and again and the
Mily pilats limally tired of the game and went home,

Mine months later, on 20 March 1952, a flight of Chee-
tah Mustangs was again'jumped by MiG jets, This time
the MiGs scored and the Chectahs countered. Lt DL
Tavlor's F-31 0 was badly damaged by MiG gunfire and
he was forced wo dive for the deck and head for home.
His Mustang was last seen streaming heavy smoke, As
Lt Tavlor headed back for Chinbae, the MiGs regrouped
and attacked again, But the Mustangs just kept turm-
ing inwo the MiGs w avoid further damage. During one
of these mancuvers, Lt |.5. Enslin pulled his Mustang
hard around and into the path of one of the MiGs, The

Mo, 2 5q. Sabres sit on the snow-covered ramp al
dsan im Febroary 1933, The first Sabre mission
wits [lown by 2 %g. pilots on 22 Feb 19353 - a MIG
Sweep o the Yalu Kiver. (credit - SAAF)

2 By armorers fuse a 5004 bomb on the Osan ramp
inm Apreil 1953, prior o being loaded under F-B6F
619-M. “M for Mary” (USAF #32-4344) was wrii-
ten off on 19 May 1953, one of six 2 5q, Sabres
lost during 1the Korean deplovment. (credin - SAAF)

MG Mew directly through his guns and Lt Enslin pulled
the trigger and watched his bullets strike the right wing
of the jet. The MiG pilot promptly erned and ran for
the safety of the Yalu River, Lt Taylor's Mustang never
made it back to Chinhae and be was listed MIA.

The Cheetah pilots had seen enough, They didn't want
any part of MiG-fighting in the F-31. They wanted some-
thing that was on a par with the MiG-13 in every way.
[m late 1952, that “something” was made available to
them in the form of brand new F-86F Sabres. In Octo-
ber 1952, 5th Air Force made the decision to re-equip
the L&th FBG, including Mo, 2 3quadron, with F-86 5a-
bres. These aircraflt would be brand new F-8GF-30
fighter-bombers with the new strengthened wing that
had additional underwing hard points [or carmving
bombs in addition 0 the much-nesded  external fuel
tanks,

O 27 December 1932, Mo, 2 Squadron flew s last
misgions in the veteran F-3105, But problems with the

Cammandant 5K, Wells, CO of 2 Sqguadron, bricfs
olher 181th FBRG pilots prior o the last combat
mission during the Korcan War. Cheetah pilots Mew
L2067 combat missions during the KEorecan War.
{leredit = SAAF)
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£ hg. Sabre ©03-B (52-4315) taxis back to the parking ramp at Osan following a mission into North Korea

on £ BMay 1953, 2 5q. Sabres flew interdiction misslons against targets deep in North Korea. (credit - LSAF]

deliveries of the 3abres held up the conversion until
early 1953, On 30 December 1952, the 18th Wing
moved from Chinhae to the new air base that had been
built at Osan in anticipation of the arrival of the F-8Gs.

It would be no easy task for the South African air and
ground crews 1o transition into the Sabre, None of the
pilots had ever flown a jet, nor had any of the ground
crews maintained an alrcraft as complicated as the F-
a6, Beginning on 7 January 1953, a mobile training
detachment for the F-86 came from Tsuiki to Osan 1o
begin the conversion training. It continued eight hours
aday, seven days a week until the task was completed.
Several experienced pilots from the vereran 4th and
51st Interceptor Wings were tansferred into the 18th
o ease the pilot ransition.

On 28 January 1953, the 18th Fighter Bomber Wing
received its first three F-8GF Sabres. One aircraft, F-
S0F £532-4352, carried a distinctive crange, white, and
hlue stripe on the vertical wail, the eolors of South Af-

Commandant L5.K. Wells (center] toasis his crews
in the 18th FRG G-Club following the end of the
War, Mo 2 50. S5AAF was atlached to the [8th FHG
from Januwary 1951 wnril they returned 1o South
[credit - MAMA)

| ]

Alrica in October 1953,

rica, with Springbok insignias on the wings and fuse-
lage. The ather two aircraft had 18th FBG tail bands.
On 30 Januwary 1953, Commandant Ralph Gernske,
commander of 2 53g.. and Major L5.E Wells became
the first two South African pilots o flv the Sabre.

On 22 february, the flrst mission was flown. It was a
Milr Sweep along the Yalu Mown by the commanders
of the three squadrons in the 18th Group. Major Jim
Hagerstrom, CO of the 67th Squadron led the fight,
with Commandant Gerneke as no. 2, Colonel Maurice
Martin, new COof the 18th, was no. 3, and Major Harmy
Evans, CO of the 1 2th 5g., few nocd. Although several
flights of MiGs were called out, combat with the speedy
Russian jets was not accomplished. Hagerstrom even-
tually scored 6.5 MiG: kills to become the first and only
ace from the 18th Group. He had earlier gotten two
while flving with the 4th Group, giving him a wotal of
8.5,

The first dive-bomb mission was flown on 14 April,
and the first close support of woops along the MLE,
4 5Q. crew chiels refuel “Bepkins®, 601-A [(32-4332)
on the Osan ramp in May 19353, 'A for Annie' was
assigned to the CO of 2 %g., whirh was Comman-

dant Ralph Gerneke at this time. (credit - SAAF)




" I F
Armorers Ilrom No. 2 :‘il.]. move bombs o 'N.‘JURHI_\'
MWellfe®, G05-C (52-4313) at Osan in May 1953,
Fallowing the end of the Cheelah mission in Ko-
rea, "Naellie® was il'li[i.l“_‘:-' transferred to another
5th AF sguadron before being sent to the Chinese
MNationalist Air Force onder the MAP propram.
{credit - NAA)

was [own on 27 April. Sabres from the 18th Groop,
with top cover from 4th and 31st Group 5abres,
knocked Radio Pyvongyang (Ping-Fong Radio) off the
air during the May Day auack led by General Glenn
Barcus, boss of 51th Air Force,

At 1K) hours an 27 July 1953, the Korsan Armistice
agreement was signed, siopping the fighting in Korea
Throughout thar final day of the war, UM aircraft
roamed the skies over Morth Korea searching for tar-
gels of opportunity. The Cheetah Sabres were amang
the many Hights attempting to minimize the Commu-
nist forces that were being jammed into North Korea
before the agreement took effect. Cheetah Sabres flew
forty one sorties on that final day. Major [.F. Kortje
flew his 100th mission, and 20t Wilmans was the last
Chestah to touch dovwn back at Caan. At 22001 hours.
the Armistice went inte effect and all UN aircraft bhad
Flight Sargeant C.H, Can Youren reads mail from
home at Osan in the Summer of 19530 5gt. Van
‘-I‘c:-un*n was Lhe S5aaF equivilant to a _ll‘_-‘- First
Sargeant, but was gualified to [y, {credit - NAA)

Bill Grover stands in Tronl ol “Rlack ck™, 604-K
(152-4311) at Osan during the Summer of 19353,
Grover was the Morith Amerlcan Tech Rep lor 1he
18th FRG, which incluoded Mo, 2 Sg. (credit - Bill
LiTOVER)

1o be on the ground and/or south of the bomb line, L1,
Wilmans mission was the 12.067th mission of the war
flown by pilots of No. 2 Sguadron.

O 1 Oetober 1933, Mo, 2 Squadron ceased all apera-
tonal fyving and began turming their Sabres over o
Sth AF units stll operational in Korea, The last aircraft
were returned on 11 October, and all South African
persiniel bad depared Korea by 29 Ocoober. The 13-
nal tally for No. 2 Squadron was impressive indeed., OF
the 12, 067 missions flown, 10,373 were in F-310s and
1,694 were flown in Sabres. They had destroved 891
vehicles, 44 tanks, 221 pieces of artillery, 147 anti-
aircraft siees, 11 locomotives, 333 rail cars, 408 am-
munition and supply dumps, dropped 132 hrideges, and
destroved 9,837 buildings. Some 2,276 enemy troops
fell to squadron weapans during the war.

Losses included twenty six pilots listed as KiA, with
eight more who were taken prisoner and repamriated
under Operation BIG SWITCH, Two grownd personnel
were Killed in accidents, Of the nlnety-five =310 Mus-

“Sherdanpor [1°, 601-A (52-4352), was assigned 10
Commandant L5.K. Wells when he commanded Mo,
2 5q. in the late Summer of 1953, as denoted by
1he ‘command peéananl’ painted uwnder the ‘Flylng
Cheetahs® insignia. (credit - Dave Molaren)




UL SUKERBOSSE SIL bbbt

G123 - 4 (52-4327) gets a4 new engine al the subki,
lapan, REMOO facility in April 1953, 'G for George'

was writlen off on 21 April. {credit - R.L. Ward]

armorers load 5004 hombs under =Glow Worm®, L10-M
{52-4333), on the Osan ramp in June 1933, 2 5q. Sabre
pllots flew the long ranpe imterdiction missions on or
near the Talu that were considered oo dangerous lor
oth AF F-80 and F-¥3 craws jcredit - SaAF]

Major 1.5.E. Wells in the cockpit of =therdanor™, fol-
lowing a4 mission in June 155, Mape Wells was second
in command of 2 Sg. at the pime. (eredin = 5A8)

Mo, 2 %5q. pllows relax in the *Die Suikerbossie %L oen
Dink Elub® (the Suparbuesh Sit and Drink Clubl at dsan
AH tn Lthe Semmer of 1953, It's rumored that 2 53 pi
jots could out-deink anvene at Osan, dcredit - HAAD

tangs assigned 1o the squadron, sevenly -four were lost
gither 1o enemy aclion or operalional problems. Of the
total of twenty-two Sabres that were assigned to the
squadron, six were losk

5o impressed were the veterans of No. 2 Sguadron that
they campaigned to have the F-36F Sabre become the
primary fighter aircraft of the South African Air Force.
I 1956, the South African Air Force began receiving
Canadair MK 6 Sabres, flving them well into the 190605
before retirement.

Sabrefet Classics salules the pilots and crews
of No. 2 Squadron, SAAF - “The Flying Chee-
tahs”, Tor a job well done.

=622 (52-4572) returns 10 Osan AB in July 1953 with-
aul tanks or hombs, uswally a sign Lhat MiLs were
sighted. Ho. 2 Squadron 5abre pllots Tew a total of
1694 missions by the time the ceasclire was signed an
27 July 1953, {eredin - 1rave Melarcn)




The 35tk FBS on line ar Suwon AR headed by Col. Wilmot's B-86F “Niss Tena®. Col. Wilmol was 1the commander of the
S1h FBW in 1953 and hls Hl.l.'ln: carries the colors of all three squadrons in the 3th Wing on the nose and takl - blue for

the 25th, red for the 361

. and yellow for the S80th Sguadron,

{eredit = Jilm Carter

TWO DAYS INTHE KOREAN WAR

by Bill Demint

One week in late June 1953 was a very tragic time.
First the R&E courier aircraft crashed departing
Tachikawa on s return o K-13 {(5uwon AB) on the
180 [ was supposed 1o be on that ill-fated C-124. Then,
on the 19th, the Sth Fighter Bomber Group lost four F-
86 and 1 flew a very eventiiel ResCAP. The crash of the
C=124 was very raumans for the personnel at E-13.
All of the men lost in the crash were from the Bth FBG,
31st FIW, 319th FIS, or Army support people stationed
at Suworn.

But [ digress. My wife was supposed o bave our first
born in carly June So [ hopped the K-13 courier flight
1o 2o o Japan so [ oould call home o find out how she
was doing. (1 found out that she'd given birth on 10
Jume to our son.) [ then went w Kisarazu for a possible
flight back to K-13 but there were 0o birds ready o be
returnied, [ then hopped a cide w ltazuke, then 1o Tsuikl
AB, home of the Sabre REMCO facility, Sull no birds
available, 50 [ jumped on a C-11% bound for K-13, ar-
rivimg late afternoon on the 19th,

Eill Demint in fronl of 36th Sguadron Operatlons. (credit
Bill Demint)

We had an alert called "Able Able”, which was nor-
mally called off at dark. And it had never been
scrambled in anyone's memory. | was stll in khakis,
low quariers, scart, etc.. | had volunteered to act as
flight commander 50 the appointed commander could
take the evening off. [ was fully expecting to do lictde
maore than sit in Ops for a few hours and that wouald be
it. Just like a hundred other aleris,

About dusk as were plaving ping-pong, the alert ser-
geant came out and said “We're a o!l” We couldn’t
kelieve it and thought he was kidding. But he wasn't.
and we rapidly went to the flightline and took off. {We
later heard that the 35th Squadron alse was scrambled. )
A friend of mine, Bill Coe, was the appointed flight com-
mander for that night, but he had gone o the club and
left Jim McDivitt in charge, However, Jim wasn't
checked out as a flight leader, Bill later told me that he
was near panic when he heard that we'd been

A C-124 Globemaster cargo alreraft similar o the one
carrving personnel and troops from Suwon to HER In
Japan on [8 June 19535, The C-124 crashed leaving
Tachikawa AB on the return 1o Korea, Killing all aboard.
feredit - BEill Demino)




A6G1h FES reveiments at Suvwon in the Summer of
1953, The revelments ware constructed [fom old
fucl drums with sand bag walls, (credin = KoC Ty

scrambled. Unbeknownst to us, Colonel Walter Benz,
our Group Commander, had already nixed any ResCAP
because of the approaching night and deteriorating
weather.

But we didn't know that, and we proceeded under ra-
dar control to a crash site just north of the “Haly Land”
(the MLR). I had no idea who was down at that tme,
but it turned out o be a buddy of mune, vic Hodges. It
was dark by the time we reached the crash site and
when I made a low pass | could see that the wreckage
was still burning. There was no sign of life, nor were
there any calls on Dog Channel. So 1 rejoined the flight
and asked 1o retwrn home, The Able Able Flight from
the 353th had already returned.

The radar directors ok charee, guided uvs south and
gave us a ler down. Upon reaching about 1000 feet,
just under the overcast, radar said something to the
effect “Here vou are®. 1 said "Here we are where!™ As
4 junior birdman, naive and green as grass even though
| had 95 missions in the log, | hadn't thought o ask
where the radar guy was taking us. [n fact, we were at
point Xray Zebra, near the west coast of Korea, The
radar roops were accustomed 1o working with F-24
Starfire all-weather interceptors, and Xray Zebra was
where they usually ended up for a GCA pickup and
approach.

50 here we were, not very muach fuel left, at 1000 feet,
dark as a coal miners butl. in hilly errain, 30 miles
from home, and not sure what o do, We didn't have
enough fuel to climb up and make a let-down, nor did
I think that we could geta GCA in time - at least not for
all four of wus. 5o 1 asked radar o direct us 1o K-35
(Osan AB), and [ would find my way home from there,
He did and we did. Fortunately K-35 was lit up and
casly recopnized in the black night. From there, with a
“Band swich" procedure, it was a picce of cake o get
lined up with the rumway at K-13. The radar controller
wias reluctant to turn us logse, but he finally did when
we were almost aon initial [or the north mumesay. We
switched to tower frequency and what do you koow,
they were landing w the south . NMow we're in right
echelon, at 1000 feel. in night weather, minimum fuel
- and going down the runway the wrong direction!

Can vou imagine my flight members thoughts? They

[-B} Herman Grammer with newspaper, Flu/LL. lan
Gordon-Johnion, an BAF exchange pilotl, and Jim
ExLalle, A&l1 thice pilots were asasigncd to the 36th
FE%. (credit - Fick Henderson)

didn't sav anvthing then or later, but ['ve often won-
dered. They were flving night weather formation, fol-
lowing a leader who wasn’t real sure of where he was.
and we were now in right echelon and had o make a
right 90-270 1o make the active runway. The visibility
wasa't all that good and Suwon was located in a bunch
of mountadns just to make things a litvde more exciting.

I can’t commend them enough. They put on a very
fine display of airmanship. Being able wo maneuver like
that in the dead of night and in weather, being low on
fuel, and making that rght echelon tuen withowt any
trouble is really something. [ wish 1'd old them how
great they were. But | didn'c, 1 just expected it ["'m nol
completely sure who else was in the flight that night,
bk it was probably Jack Cock, Henderson, and Harmeer.

Ag am aside, my wife knew that I'd been in Japan and
was returning 1o Korea, Naturally, she and her brother
had some very tense limes when they heard about the
crash af the courier aircraft until the casualty list was
published in the Houston Post.

['would like w thank whoever designed the "band switch
let down’. [t may have saved all of us that night. And |
want to thank my flight that night. They descerve rec-

Loocking down from the Suwon tower al the 36th
FBS arca showing the Headguarters buildings, drop
rank ‘farm’. and the revelments, June 1953, (crodit
= Bill [demint)




pgnition. The 15th and 19Mh of June 1933 were tragic
days that will remain fresh in my memory, My Form 5
for the 18th shows that [ got 1430, with 1400 night, 30
miinuees of it in night weather. The 36th Squadron
lost four airplanes and three pilots on the 19th,

The following is an abstract from Vic Hodges™ letter to
his wife, dated 5 Seprember 1933, the day of his repa-
triation:

“This {5 a condensed version of my two monih
POW “vacation” up in North Korea., As you
know, | was shot down in lare afternoon on
19 Jupe, It was about 7:15 pm when [ was kit
by flak just after pulling off the target. My F-
S0 went oot of control so | efected, pulled
the rip cord, and the chule opened. [ looked
down and Chincse soldiers were maneuvering
under me in a circle,”

“I landed in the ring and was caprured
immediately vupon touching down. | was not
infured and the Chinese treated me faivly well.
I was shot down approximately 20 miles north
of the 38th Parallel in the central part of North
horea. | was imprisoned there for wo days.
Then alfter several nighits of travel in a Iruck
fnothing moved during daylight hours), |
arrived at a place called Sinuiju that was close
o the Yaly River and Antung, a MiG base, |
spent aver five weeks there under conbtinuous
and intensive guestioning.”

“There were rhree other POWs close by in
small rooms bur I wasan't allowed o speak with
them. | did manage to see them oul of my
darkened cell quite often. In early August we
were herded onto another ruck and rade to
the East for about 14 hours. We arrived at a
POW camp by the Yalu River. | was in the Camp
Number 2 Annex. We were kept separated from
the other POWs for two mights and a dayv, Upon
Jjoining the group, we were [old by the Chiness
that a cease-fire had been agreed-lo and that
we  would feave in three wesks o be
repatriared,”

"We actually headed south by truck thirteen
days lateér on the morning of 19 August, We
were delaved a day due lo heavy rains that
Mooded the area and washed oul wooden
bridges leading oul of the valley, We arrived
that might in the town of Mampo and boarded
a4 train. The frain ride (o Kaesong took 42
hours. We stayed in ‘Tent City' until roday, 5
Seprember, and then crossed nover Lo
freedom Village, "

“Ten 36th Fighter Bomber Squadran pilorts,
incloding L0 Ruby and my pet dog Figmao,
will arrive here tomorrow afternoon, Sure wias
flad to hear that because we cannol leave rhis
compound due to health reasons. It will be
good to see the [roops lomorrow.”

Horsing arownd outside 36th Operations. (L-R)
Raoul Mouton, Gene Crackel sitting on Vic Hodges
koee, Bill Stacy, BEill Demini, and Llovd Irish, Mog-
ton and Slacy were killed on the ifl-Tated C-124
E&ER flight. (credit - Fick Henderson)

Alter reviewing the letter, Wendy, one of Vic Hodges'
daughters, had a few comments: “My father's version
of his caplure and prison camp experience was sanitized
to protect my mother's and grandmother's feelings, His
shoulder was injured as be ejected from his jet. His
ankle was badly damaged when he landed on the
ground, so it was difficult for him w move along with
his caplors, The treatment of POWSs was at times brutal.
Food was scarce and prison camp living conditions were
poor, with bugs, dampness, and a lack of exercize, Even
though he was a prisoner for only three monchs, Dad
refurmed o the States many pounds lighter and with
some health problems related to poor nuiridon and
lopse teeth, However, he did mention there were some
enemy capiors who did what they could o be humane
in their POW treatment. They themselves were nol

Sth FEG Combat Operations bullding ar Sowon. The
Brth Group converted from F-80 Shooting Stars 1o
I-86Fs in May 1953, {credit - Bill Demin)




An M4 Sherman tank is dug in along a hilltop overlooking “No Man's Land” along the MLE in June 1953.
icrediit - Bill Demint}h
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living with conditions 3 B
much better than the E: :
prisoners.” ;
Bill Demine adds: later -

at one of our reunions,
Vic came up to me and
hugged me, He said that
| had saved his life. [
hadn't seen him since
the time of the war. He
said that when | made
my low level pass, the
bad guys guit beating
him about the head and
shoulders and took him
to the rear, He felt that
getting out of the hands
af the front-line troops
had probably saved his
life

Li. DA, Clark's F-86F *Delta Queen 11* on the ramp 21 Suwon in the Summer of
1953, The red stripes on the tail indicate a Sabre [rom the 36th Squadrom.
fcredit - Eill Demint)

Note: Your Editor is looking for more photos and color slides of fighter bomber Subrwﬁ
from the 8th and 18&th Fighter Bomber Groups in Korea, If you have storics and/Sor
photos and color slides, please contact Larry Davis, Sarelet Classics BEditor, G475 Chesham
r ME, Canton, OH 24721; or e-mail sabreclsx@aol.com
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lst MAW Korea 15 Nov 54 - Photo By: 51, R, Wheeler - In an unusual Christmas grecting from Korea,
officers and men of “Willie Lovers™ Pamtherjet Fighter Sguadron, Marine Airceaft Group 323, form a Christmas
iree outline with Lieutenant Colonel R, Younck, (Los Altos, Callf.) Commanding Officer, Alr Group 33, in
the cockpit of the plane. {Credit - TISMC)
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What Is It? Here's strange one for you guys. This F-86F was seen at NAF El Centro, California in March 1982, 1t's all-
white with blue stripes, a Navy Sabre flying out of China Lake, and the crew block under the cockpil siates the pilot
was “H.E. Reep - The Grim Reeper”. Anyone knowing anything about this airplane, please contact the Editor, Larry
Davis, 6475 Chesham Dr NE, Canton, OH 44721, or e-mail <sabreclsx@aol.com:=
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IT’S COMING!!

15th Sabre Pilots Reunion, April 4th thru 7th, at the
Monte Carlo Hotel, Las Vegas. Start making plans. IU'll be a blast!

Dear Member, if the date at the top of the address label is less than todays date, vour dues are due, Dues are 325 for
I vear, $50 for 3 vears, $100 for Life Membership for 75 and older, 3200 for Life Membership for less than 75 vears
of age. Send your check to — F-B6 Sabre Pilots Association, P.O. Box 97951, Las Vegas, NV 89193, Thank You.
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